
What
septum
deviations
are there?

VI./3.: Morphology
In view of the multicomponential and often unknown etiology it is very difficult to give
a pathogenetically correct classification. Most detailed classifications in the literature
have little value to the clinician. Broadly speaking, the following types can be
distinguished for the use of the practising doctor:

1. Antero-posterior forms with surplus material or those with vertical lines of
fracture.
The septum shows a vertical fracture or curve at the free edge of the antero-
caudal or behind it and is nearly parallel with it. This kind of septum can be
„subluxated”along the full length of the septum mobile. A curve further back
may not show any outer deformity. However, a curve which is adjacent to the
lamina perpendicularis of the os ethmoidale almost always produces a slant in
the cartilagineous ridge of the nose. The development of this type is probably
related to a trauma from the antero-caudal direction.

2. Cranio-caudal forms with surplus material and those with horizontal lines
of fracture
There is not enough room for the septum to fit in between the ridge of the nose
and the bottom of it. There is often a longitudinal crista nearly parallel with the
bottom of the nose at the part of the septum cartilage which is adjacent to the
vomer and the crista maxillaris. Such a crista can be produced by the free lower
part of the disproportionately grown septum cartilage luxated from the osseous
junctions and also by the vomer deviating to the opposite direction or the crista
maxillaris. The cartilage which forms a crista on one side of the bottom of the
nose often arches over into the other half nose a little more cranially, which
narrows down both half noses. This kind of deformity can be triggered by
postnatal growth disorders or by injuries coming frontally, from the direction of
the ridge.

3. Mixed forms
The septum shows surplus material and lines of fracture both from the antero-
posterior direction and cranio-caudally. Case history usually refers to a number
of traumas.
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