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Exercise 1: Academic Words 

Purpose of the exercise: Academic vocabulary building  

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

The Top 60 Most Common Academic Words 

1. analysis 

abstract separation of a whole into its constituent parts 

2. approach 

move towards 

3. area 

the extent of a two-dimensional surface within a boundary 

4. assessment 

the act of judging a person or situation or event 

5. assume 

take to be the case or to be true 

6. authority 

the power or right to give orders or make decisions 

7. available 

obtainable or accessible and ready for use or service 

8. benefit 

something that aids or promotes well-being 

9. concept 

an abstract or general idea inferred from specific instances 

10. consistent 

the same throughout in structure or composition 

11. constitutional 

existing as an essential characteristic 

12. context 

the set of facts or circumstances that surround a situation 

13. contract 

a binding agreement that is enforceable by law 

14. create 

bring into existence 

15. data 

a collection of facts from which conclusions may be drawn 

16. definition 

a concise explanation of the meaning of a word or phrase 

17. derived 

formed or developed from something else; not original 

18. distribution 

the act of spreading or apportioning 

19. economic 

of or relating to production and management of wealth 

20. environment 

the totality of surrounding conditions 

21. established 

brought about or set up or accepted 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/analysis
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/approach
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/area
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/assessment
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/assume
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/authority
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/available
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/benefit
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/concept
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/consistent
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/constitutional
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/context
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/contract
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/create
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/data
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/definition
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/derived
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/distribution
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/economic
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/environment
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/established
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22. estimate 

judge tentatively 

23. evidence 

knowledge on which to base belief 

24. export 

sell or transfer abroad 

25. factor 

anything that contributes causally to a result 

26. financial 

involving fiscal matters 

27. formula 

a group of symbols that make a mathematical statement 

28. function 

what something is used for 

29. identified 

having the identity known or established 

30. income 

the financial gain accruing over a given period of time 
 Source: https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/23710 

 

 

Task 1:  Write your own sentences (use different forms of the same word, e.g. noun, 

adjective, verb) 

The analysis of the issues was very clear.  

The researchers need to analyse their results more clearly. 

Peter Black wrote an analytical study on the impacts of climate change  

 

 

1. concept 

2. distribution 

3. benefit 

4. function 

5. estimate 

 

Task 2: Give the definition of the following words: 

 academy, challenge, compound, draft, enforce, entity, equivalent. evolve, expand, expose 

external, facilitate, fundamental, generate, licence, logic, margin, modify, notion objective, 

perspective, precise, pursue, ratio, reject, revenue stable, substitute, sustain, target, trend, version, 

whereas 

  

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/estimate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/evidence
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/export
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/factor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/financial
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/formula
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/function
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/identified
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/income
https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/23710
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/issue
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/concept
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/distribution
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/benefit
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/function
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/estimate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/academy
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=challenge
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=compound
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=draft
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/enforce
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/entity
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=equivalent
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/evolve
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/expand
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/expose
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/external
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/facilitate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/fundamental
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/generate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=licence
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/logic
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/margin
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/modify
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/notion
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=objective
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/perspective
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/precise
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/pursue
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/ratio
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=reject
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/revenue
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=stable
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=substitute
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/sustain
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=target
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/trend
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/version
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/whereas
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Exercise 2: Academic Words II. 

Purpose of the exercise: Academic vocabulary building  

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

Useful academic words: 

31. indicate 

designate a place, direction, person, or thing 

32. individual 

being or characteristic of a single thing or person 

33. interpretation 

the act of expressing something in an artistic performance 

34. involved 

connected by participation or association or use 

35. issue 

some situation or event that is thought about 

36. labour 

productive work (especially physical work done for wages) 

37. legal 

established by or founded upon law or official rules 

38. legislation 

the act of making or enacting laws 

39. major 

greater in scope or effect 

40. method 

a way of doing something, especially a systematic way 

41. occur 

come to pass 

42. percent 

a proportion in relation to a whole 

43. period 

an amount of time 

44. policy 

a plan of action adopted by an individual or social group 

45. principle 

a basic generalization that is accepted as true 

46. procedure 

a particular course of action intended to achieve a result 

47. process 

a particular course of action intended to achieve a result 

48. required 

necessary by rule 

49. research 

a seeking for knowledge 

50. response 

the speech act of continuing a conversational exchange 

51. role 

the actions and activities assigned to a person or group 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/indicate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/individual
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/interpretation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/involved
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/issue
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/labour
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/legal
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/legislation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/major
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/method
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/occur
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/percent
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/period
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/policy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/principle
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/procedure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/process
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/required
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/research
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/response
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/role


  

  

 

 
 

 

5 

 

52. section 

one of several parts or pieces that fit with others 

53. sector 

a particular aspect of life or activity 

54. significant 

rich in implication 

55. similar 

having the same or nearly the same characteristics 

56. source 

the place where something begins 

57. specific 

stated explicitly or in detail 

58. structure 

a complex entity made of many parts 

59. theory 

a belief that can guide behavior 

60. variable 

something that is likely to change 
Source: https://www.vocabulary.com/lists/23710 

 

Task 1: Explain the vocabulary you have learnt  
 specific, factor, concept, data, function, issue, process, method, research, source 

 

 
Task 2: Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

utilize, subsidy, fee, edit, input, minimum, assigned, underlying, cited, estate 

1. The teacher _______________ research papers to be done over the following month.  

2. The company received a large _______________ from the government in return for a guarantee 

to create at least 100 permanent jobs in the city.  

3. He _______________ over twenty different studies in his research paper.  

4. You should _______________ your own essays before handing them in so that you can find 

your own errors.  

5. It took me all day to _______________ the data you gave me.  

6. This factory is the first in the country to _______________ solar power for over 50% of its 

energy needs.  

7. When my grandmother died, she left her entire _______________ to charity.  

8. You'll need to find the _______________ cause of the problem before you can hope to find any 

solution.  

9. If you want to register for the program, you must pay an application _______________ of $50 

by January 3rd.  

10. It will take a _______________ of three days to complete the report. 

 

Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist06-Ex6a.htm 

 

 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/section
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sector
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/significant
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/similar
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/source
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/specific
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/structure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/theory
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/variable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/concept
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/function
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/issue
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Exercise 3: Academic Vocabulary Building  

 
Purpose of the exercise: Academic vocabulary building  

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

Task 1: Find the definition of the following words: 

 

achieve, acquire, administer, affect, appropriate, aspect, assist, category, chapter, 

commission, community, complex, compute, conclude, conduct, consequent, construct 

consume, credit, culture 
 

design, distinct, element, equate, evaluate, feature, final, focus, impact, injure, institute 

invest, item, journal, maintain, normal, obtain, participate, perceive, positive, potential 

previous, primary, purchase, range, region, regulate, relevant, reside, resource, restrict 

secure, seek, select, site, strategy, survey, text, tradition 

 

 

Task 2: Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

assemblies, persisting, so-called, whereby, intrinsic, depressed,  

odd, likewise, compilation, forthcoming 

1. It is not certain whether any response to our query will be __________ within the immediate 

future.  

2. Our English literature textbook is a __________ of short stories recounting the immigrant 

experience in Canada. 

3. Dave signed up for the tennis tournament, so I did __________.  

4. In December of 1888, a __________ Vincent van Gogh cut off his own left ear.  

5. Aggressive behaviour seems to be __________ in dogs when they are in packs.  

6. With the pain in his side __________ throughout the night, Derek decided to go to the hospital 

to have it checked out.  

7. We are planning to set up some kind of tutorial program __________ students can get extra 

help when they need it.  

8. The __________ hole in our ozone is actually just an area which is thinner than normal.  

9. The auto plant has had to recall 10,000 vehicles due to problems with the front and rear wheel 

__________.  

10. We like to have the __________ cocktail after work. 

 

Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist10-Ex3d.htm 

 

 

 Task 3: Fill in the gaps with the words below. 
 

temporarily, analogy, confined, mediates, scenarios, distorted, 

refined, overlap, inherent, cessation 

1. Research suggests that listening to music one enjoys __________ the pain of headaches, 

backaches and such discomforts.  

2. Studies have shown that child abuse is not __________ to any particular social or economic 

class of society.  

http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/achieve
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/acquire
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/administer
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/affect
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=appropriate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/aspect
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=assist
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/category
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=chapter
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=commission
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/community
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=complex
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/compute
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/conclude
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=conduct
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/consequent
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=construct
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/consume
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=credit
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=culture
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=design
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/distinct
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/element
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/equate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/evaluate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=feature
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=final
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=focus
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=impact
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/injure
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=institute
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/invest
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/item
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/journal
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/maintain
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=normal
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/obtain
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/participate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/perceive
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=positive
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=potential
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/previous
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/primary_1
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=purchase
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=range
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/region
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/regulate
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/relevant
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/reside
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=resource
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/restrict
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=secure
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/seek
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=select
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=site
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/strategy
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=survey
http://www.ldoceonline.com/search/?q=text
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/tradition
http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist10-Ex3d.htm
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3. When sugar is __________, it changes from brown to white.  

4. Many young women have a __________ view of their body due partially to the influence of the 

media.  

5. Misako always told me that she disliked the hierarchies __________ in Japanese culture and 

came to New York to get away from that tradition.  

6. The __________ of breathing does not always result in death.  

7. He lost his memory __________ after hitting his head while skating.  

8. Make sure the paving stones don't __________ or people will trip over the edges.  

9. During their training, police officers have to look at all kinds of __________ and discuss what 

course of action to take in a given situation.  

10. An __________ can be drawn between the treatment of homosexuals today and the treatment 

of various racial minorities in the past. 

 

Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist09-Ex2e.htm 
 

Task 4: Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

attain, intermediate, commence, revolution, preliminary,  

supplement, device, ethics, violating, minimal 

1. The ceremony will _______________ in 15 minutes.  

2. A professional code of _______________ prevents a teacher from discussing the performance 

of a colleague with a student.  

3. He struggled somewhat in the _______________ round of the tournament, but really started to 

come on in the semi-finals.  

4. Young children have small stomachs and high energy needs so they need frequent snacks to 

_______________ meals.  

5. When choosing reading materials in a second language, try to find something you can read with 

_______________ use of a dictionary.  

6. It will be difficult to _______________ your goal of fluency if you don't make an effort to 

speak more in class.  

7. These books are for students at an _______________ level of English.  

8. She has this really cool little electronic _______________ that measures her heartbeat and stuff 

while she's doing any kind of physical activity.  

9. The discoveries of Albert Einstein began a technological _______________ that has generated 

more change in a century than in the previous two thousand years.  

10. Each side in the conflict accused the other of _______________ the ceasefire. 

 

Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist09-Ex5a.htm 
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Exercise 4: Giving a Presentation I. 
 

Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of giving a presentation. 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Phrases for your introduction 

Greeting your audience 

Introducing yourself 

Giving the topic of your presentation 

Justifying the topic of your presentation 

Giving the outline of your presentation 

 

Introduction 

Greeting your audience, introducing yourself and giving the topic of your presentation 

 Good morning. My name ’s …………….and I’m going to talk about… 

 Good morning everybody. Thank you for coming to my talk today. My name is and I’m from 

 Hello. I’m…………….and welcome to my presentation about … 

 Hello. My name’s…………….and…………….today I’m going to be talking about… 

 I’d like to start by introducing myself. My name’s … and the topic for my presentation today is 

 The theme of my talk is … 

 My presentation this morning concerns . 

 This afternoon I would like to talk to you about… 

 I shall be looking at the following areas:. 

 What I’d like to do is to discuss … 

 I intend to discuss … 

 I hope to consider the main issues around… 

 This morning I am going to talk about an issue which concerns everyone … 

 This presentation focuses on the issue of. 

 
Justifying the topic of your presentation 

 There are many concerns regarding … 

 … has been the subject of much debate recently and this is the topic of my presentation. 

 Recent research has shown that… 

 Did you know…………….? This is the reason for my talk today. 

 … and this is the theme for my presentation today. 

 … so the purpose of my presentation today is to inform/discuss/present/analyse … 

 … is a growing problem in the world. For this reason I intend to focus on the issue of… 

 
Giving the outline of your presentation 

 Firstly, I’m going to look at… 

 Secondly, I’ll move on to the issue of… 

 Then I’ll move on to examine … 

 Lastly/Finally, I’ll look at /focus on … 
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 I have divided my talk into the following main areas:… 

 I am going to divide my presentation into two main parts. First I’m going to describe … and then 

I’ll move on to look at . 

 And in this part of my presentation I’ll be showing you some data/charts/tables … 

 I’ll also try to explain my findings … 

 In the third part of my presentation I’ll put forward some ideas about … 

 I’ll also be offering some recommendations on how we can solve/address/tackle the issues of… 

… then I’m going to suggest some possible measures to solve these difficulties. 

 We’ll finish off with a question and answer session. 

 My talk will last about minutes and there’ll be time at the end for questions. 

 At the end of my talk, which will last about ten minutes, I’ll be happy to answer any questions 

you may have. 

 If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. 

 Please just put your hand up if you would like to ask a question. 

 I’d like the presentation to be as interactive as possible, so please chip in as we go along. 

 I’ve got quite a lot to get through, so I’d appreciate it if you kept your questions until the end of 

the presentation. 

 I’m happy to let you have any of the slides or information in my presentation if you would like. 

If you leave your contact details I’ll be happy to send you any of the information here. 

Source: http://thesishub.org/presentation-phrasebook 

 

Task 1:  Practice public speaking and presentation skills.  

Introduce yourself from a professional point of view and introduce a topic. 

Task 2:  Check your academic vocabulary. Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

 

submitted, ultimate, empirical, quoted, globe, mode, infer, comprises, definite, advocate 

 

1. Scientists estimate that hydrogen _______________ around 90 to 99 percent of all matter in the 

universe.  

2. Scientific knowledge accumulates through _______________ observations of the world around 

us. 

3. The first _______________ to show America was made in 1519.  

4. The fastest _______________ of transportation in London is the Underground.  

5. Personally, I do not _______________ the death penalty under any circumstances.  

6. They were able to _______________ from her sad look that she didn't get the job.  

7. Visiting the wreck of the Titanic on the ocean floor is the _______________ deep sea diving 

adventure.  

8. The essay must be _______________ by the end of the month.  

9. The mayor was _______________ in the newspaper as being against the proposal.  

10. I'm afraid I won't be able to give you a _______________ answer until we have a bit more 

information. 
Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist07-Ex3a.htm 
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Exercise 5: Giving a Presentation II. 

 
 

Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of giving a presentation. 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Phrases for the main parts of your presentation 

Introducing your first main point 

Referring to research 

Referring to visual data 

Presenting a point of view 

Analysing an argument 

Emphasizing important points 

Losing your way 

Moving to another main point 

Making recommendations 

 

Main Parts 

Introducing your first main point 

 Now, I’m going to start by … 

 Now I’d like to focus on … 

 First we ’re going to look at… 

 Let’s start with … 

 The first problem I’d like to focus on is that of… Turning then to my first point, … 

 To begin with I’d like to say a few things about… I’d like to begin by … 

 OK, so let’s start by looking at…. 

 I’d like to take a minute or two to define what exactly we mean by… 

 I’d like to mention three points here, … 

Referring to research 

 Researchers have identified three key issues here, they are … 

 Researchers have shown quite conclusively that … 

 A number of recent studies, notably the ones by … and …, have shown that… 

 A number of studies have shown that… 

 A study by … shows that… 

 Research suggests/indicates that … 

 According to … 

 Figures from … show/suggest/indicate that… 

 A very interesting study by … shows that… 
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 The study by … is on your reading list and I encourage you to take a look at it. Basically, what 

he found was that . 

 One of the most interesting studies carried out in this area by … showed that … 

Referring to visual data 

 If you look at this table you can see that… 

 The data here shows that… 

 Please take a handout and pass them on. 

 There are some handouts coming round on . 

Presenting a point of view 

 Those in favour of… argue that … 

 Advocates of… claim that… 

 Some people claim that … but others … 

 Most people/scientists would argue that … 

 I think it’s fair to say that… 

 Personally, I think there is overwhelming evidence that… 

 Evidence does seem to show that 

Analysing an argument 

 Let’s take a closer look at the argument put forward by … His main contention is that… but he 

fails to consider… 

 Even if we accept the point that… that still leaves the question of… 

 The argument put forward by … doesn’t explain … 

 The weakness in this argument is that… 

 This point of view is very appealing because … 

Emphasizing important points 

 It must be remembered that . 

 It should be emphasised that… 

 I would like to draw your attention to this point . 

Losing your way 

 Now, where was I? Oh yes, … 

 If you’ll bear with me for a moment while Ijust glance at my notes, right, … 

 Erm, I’ll just need a minute to sort out the technology and I’ll be with you … 

Moving to another main point 

 OK, so now I’d like to turn to my next point, which is … 

 Moving on, I’d like to take a look at…. 

 Now I’d like to move on to … 

 Now let’s turn to the issue of… 

 

 I’ll come back to that issue later… 

 I want to turn now to … 

 Turning now to … 

Moving on now to … 

 Having looked at let’s now think about… 
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My next point is in regards to….. 

 That brings me to….. 

 My final point is in regard to… 

Making recommendations 

 Now I’d like to look at some of the measures that can be taken to alleviate the problems of .  

 In order to solve these problems, the following action should be considered:… 

 Firstly, the government should … 

 The most important thing that should be done to combat the problem of… is… 

 Other possible solutions would be to … 

Source: http://thesishub.org/presentation-phrasebook 

Task 1: Practice stating the aim of your paper  

 

This paper outlines / proposes / describes / presents a new approach to … 

In this / paper / review / study we … 

This paper examines / seeks to address / focuses on / discusses / investigates how to  … 

This paper is an overview of / a review of / a report on / a preliminary attempt to … 

This paper aims to call into question  … 

The aim of our work / research / study / analysis is to further / extend / widen / broaden current 

knowledge of … 

The aim of this study is to study / evaluate / validate / determine / examine / analyze / calculate / 

estimate / formulate … 

This paper calls into question / takes a new look at / re-examines / revisits / sheds new light on … 

 
Task 2:  Check your academic vocabulary. Fill in the gaps with the words below 
intervene, voluntary, simulated, dispose, file, chemical, priority, thesis, hierarchy, converting 

1. At least 100,000 different _______________ reactions occur in the normal human brain every 

second.  

2. I don't like to work overtime because my number one _______________ in life is to spend time 

with my children.  

3. The government has so far refused to _______________ in the transit strike.  

4. We've just finished _______________ one of the bedrooms in our house into a playroom for the 

children.  

5. Could you please _______________ these documents for me?  

6. Nuclear power plants produce a lot of dangerous waste that they continually need to 

_______________ of.  

7. Using virtual reality, doctors can experiment with new procedures on _______________ 

patients. 

8. Abraham Maslow defined a _______________ of needs which motivate man's behaviour.  

9. The muscles make _______________ or in_______________ movement of the body possible. 

10. He did an analysis of the way children learn language for his Master's _______________. 
Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist07-Ex6a.htm 
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Exercise 6: Giving a Presentation III. 
 

Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of giving a presentation 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

  

 

Phrases for your conclusion 

Making conclusions 

Summarising your main points 

Finishing your presentation 

Phrases for managing questions 

Asking for questions 

Answering questions 

Dealing with difficult questions 

Asking questions to the presenter 

 

 
Conclusion 

Making conclusions and summarising your main points 

 To conclude my presentation, … 

 In conclusion, … 

 To summarise the main points of my presentation … 

 In view of the evidence I have presented I think it is fair to say that … 

 After all is said and done I think we can conclude that … 

 This is clearly a very complex issue but on the strength of the evidence I have seen I would say 

that ../it seems that … 

 

Finishing your presentation 

 OK we ’re coming to the end of the presentation so I’d just like to thank you for listening… OK. 

That bring us to the end of my presentation. 

 Thank you for listening. 

 I hope you found it interesting. 

 

 

Questions 

Asking for questions 

 Would anyone like to ask any questions? 

 I’m ready to take any questions now. 

 If anyone has questions I’ll be happy to answer them. 
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Answering questions 

 Thanks for your question … 

 Good question. I think… 

 That’s an interesting question! As I see it… 

 Yes, that’s an interesting point… 

 

Dealing with difficult questions 

 Hmm, that’s a good question. I don’t have the information to answer that question right now, but 

I’d be happy to find out and get back to you later. 

 I don’t think we have enough time to go into that right now, but I’ll be happy to speak to you 

one-to-one after the presentation if you would like. 

 That’s an interesting point, but I do think I have shown that… 

Source: http://thesishub.org/presentation-phrasebook 

 

 

Task 1:  Prepare a presentation on a topic of your interest. 

 

Task 2:  Check your academic vocabulary. Fill in the gaps with the words below 
 

locate, initial, philosophy, convened, specify, valid, rely, deduce, component, exclude 

 

1. It is important to learn a process which will help you to _______________ the meaning of new 

vocabulary from context. 

2. The United Nations has _______________ a special meeting to deal with the conflict in the 

Middle East. 

3. We had a few _______________ problems that were soon worked out. 

4. Police are trying to _______________ a little girl who got separated from her parents while 

shopping. 

5. You must have a _______________ reason if you want to reschedule your test. 

6. Problem solving is a major _______________ of many science courses. 

7. The children are very mean to the little boy, and _______________ him from all their games. 

8. You can _______________ on Francis to do the job well; she is an excellent worker. 

9. We didn't _______________ a time exactly, but we'll probably meet at the restaurant around 

noon. 

10. My _______________ in life is to have fun, and enjoy myself without doing anything to hurt 

the people around me. 
Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist03-Ex5a.htm 

 

/ 
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Exercise 7: Writing Emails 
 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability in writing emails. 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Email is the most common form of communication so it’s important to get it right. Although 

emails usually aren’t as formal as letters, they still need to be professional to present a good 

image of you and your company. 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/formal-and-informal-email-phrases/ 

 

Greetings 

Formal 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

To whom it may concern: (especially AmE) 

Dear Mr/ Ms Jones, 

Dear Dr Smith, 

Informal 

Hi Dennis, 

Hello Claire, 

Dear Mum, 

(note: salutations are followed by a (,) comma, exception: ’To whom it may concern:’) 

 

Reason for writing/Replying 

Formal 

I am writing to make a reservation/ to apply for the position of…/ to confirm my booking/ to 

ask for further information about … 

I am writing with regard  to the sale of …/ to the complaint you made on 29th February 

Thank you for your e-mail of 29th February regarding the sale of… / concerning the 

conference in Brussels. 

With reference to our telephone conversation on Friday, I would like to let you know that… 

Semi-formal / Informal 

Just a quick note to invite you to…/ to tell you that… 

This is to invite you to join us for... 

Thanks for your e-mail, it was wonderful/great to hear from you. 

I wanted to let you know that / tell you about / ask you if… 

 
Making a request/Asking for information 
Formal 

Could you please let me know if you can attend … / if you are available for a meeting on 12th 

December? 

I would appreciate it if you could please send me a brochure/ if you could please reply within 

two days. 

Could you possibly arrange a meeting with the Logistics Manager? 

I would also like to know if there are any swimming pools in your area. 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/formal-and-informal-email-phrases/
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Please let me know how much the tickets cost. 

Informal 

I was wondering if you could come and see me sometime next week. 

Would you mind coming early to help me clear up the place? 

Do you think you could call Jerry for me? 

Can you call me/ get back to me asap? (as soon as possible) 

Task: http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/writing/upper-intermediate-b2-

writing/more-formal-email 

 

 

 

Task 1:  Check your vocabulary. Fill in the gaps with the words below  
 

CC, link. attachment, send, open, delete 

 

1. You can  ……… an email to one or more people. 

2.  When you get an email, you must ……. it before you can read it. 

3. With your email, you can include an ……………. (like a photo or document). 

4. If you do not want to keep an old email, you can ………. it. 

5. You can include a ………. to a website in your email. 

6. If you are sending someone an email, and you want your manager to see it as well, you can  

 ………..your manager. 
Source: https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/english-emails 

 

Task 2: Read the following emails: 

 

Subject:  Possible undergraduate research opportunities 

 

Dear Dr. Professor, 

     I am a (year, major) at (university) and I am writing to ask about opportunities for 

undergraduate research in your lab beginning (time period). I have conducted undergraduate 

research on (topic)with (names) in (program or class). (Expression of interest in the topic). I 

would like to continue a path of research on (topic) and would ultimately allow me to (career 

goal). I am especially interested in your previous work on (describe a paper or talk). 

I have attached my CV and unofficial transcript to this e-mail, but if there is additional 

information that I have not included that you would like, I would be happy to provide it to 

you. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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Ambitous Student 

From University of Virginia, 

 

How to Sucessfully E-mail Professors 

 

Dear Dr. Smith, 

My name is David Wu and I'm a second year biology major at UVa. In my introductory and 

upper-level coursework, I've developed a passion for science and am extremely interested in 

pursuing independent research as an undergraduate. An extensive research experience will greatly 

help me consolidate my future career choice. 

 

I am personally greatly interested in the molecular biology of stem cells. Recently I read your 

2011 paper on the role of microRNAs in the differentiation of muscle stem cells and became 

fascinated by your work. In particular, I found it amazing that microRNAs can alter the fate of a 

cell in such a profound way. If possible, I would love to start working on a long-term project in 

your lab beginning this summer. 

 

Would you be available to meet sometime this week to discuss your research? I would also be 

happy to volunteer in your lab for a few weeks before we commit to anything to see if this is a 

good match. My transcript and resume are attached in case you are interested. I look forward to 

hearing from you! 

 

Thank you, 

 

David Wu 

 

 

Template from UC Irvine Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program 

Dear Professor X: 

My name is …………, and I am very interested in becoming involved in research 

in …..(Subject Area). I am a …… year student with a GPA of ……. I have 

taken ……(Courses) and (Additional Experiences). My goal is to ……... 

I have reviewed your faculty profile and am interested in the work that you have done. I was 

intrigued by your journal article, "Article Title." It Additional Information about Topic. I 

would like to get involved in research in this area because it will help me to better prepare 

for Goals. 

Would it be possible to meet with you to further discuss Topic and my possible involvement 

in research? I am available ………. (Days and Times). I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

………… 
 

Source: https://ugr.ue.ucsc.edu/email 

 

 

 
 

http://www.urop.uci.edu/about.html
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Exercise 8: Writing Essays I. 
 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of writing essays. 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Useful phrases to write an essay 

If you are able to become familiar with these phrases, your academic writing will improve 

considerably. 

 
Writing Introductions 

There are many ways to introduce an academic essay or short paper. Most academic writers, 

however, appear to do one or more of the following in their introductions: 

 establish the context, background and/or importance of the topic 

 indicate an issue, problem, or controversy in the field of study 

 define the topic or key terms 

 state of the purpose of the essay/writing 

 provide an overview of the coverage and/or structure of the writing 

Introductions to research articles and dissertations tend to be relatively short but quite complex. 

Some of the more common moves include: 

Examples of phrases which are commonly employed to realise these functions are listed below. 

 

Establishing the importance of the topic for the discipline 

A key aspect of X is …. 

X is a classic problem in …. 

A primary concern of X is …. 

X is at the heart of our understanding of …. 

X is an increasingly important area in applied linguistics. 

 Investigating X is a continuing concern within …. 

Central to the entire discipline of X is the concept of …. 

X and Y have been an object of research since the 1960s 

X is a major area of interest within the field of …. 

The issue of X has received considerable critical attention. 

X has been studied by many researchers using …. 

One of the most significant current discussions in legal and moral philosophy is … 

 

Establishing the importance of the topic (time frame given) 

One of the most important events of the 1970s was …. 

Traditionally, Xs have subscribed to the belief that …. 

Recent developments in X have heightened the need for …. 

In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in …. 

Recent t 

 

Indicating the focus, aim, argument of a short paper 

This paper contests the claim that …. 

This paper will review the research conducted on …. 
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This paper will focus on/examine/give an account of …. 

This paper seeks to remedy these problems by analysing the literature of …. 

This paper examines the significance of X in the rise of …. 

This essay critically examines/discusses/traces …. 

This account seeks to …. 

In this paper I argue that …. 

In the pages that follow, it will be argued that …. 

This paper attempts to show that …. 

In this essay, I attempt to defend the view that …. 

The central thesis of this paper is that …. 

The aim of the paper is to provide a conceptual theoretical framework based on…. 

The purpose of this paper is to review recent research into the …. 

 

Stating the purpose of research 

The major objective of this study was to investigate ….. 

The aim of this study was to clarify several aspects of …. 

The aim of this study is to investigate the differences between X and Y. 

The aim of this research project has therefore been to try and establish what …. 

The main aim of this investigation is to assess the doses and risks associated with …. 

The aim of this study is to shine new light on these debates through an examination of …. 

The objectives of this research are to determine whether …. 

The main purpose of this study is to develop an understanding of …. 

This paper investigates the usefulness of …. 

This thesis intends to determine the extent to which …. and whether …. 

This thesis will examine the way in which the …. 

This research examines the emerging role of X in the context of …. 

This case study seeks to examine the changing nature of …. 

This dissertation seeks to explain the development of …. 

This dissertation aims to unravel some of the mysteries surrounding …. 

This study systematically reviews the data for…., aiming to provide …. 

 

General descriptions of the relevant literature 

A large and growing body of literature has investigated …. 

More recent attention has focused on the provision of …. 

Much of the current literature on X pays particular attention to …. 

Over the past decade most research in X has emphasized the use of …. 

There is a large volume of published studies describing the role of …. 

In recent years, there has been an increasing amount of literature on …. 

The generalisability of much published research on this issue is problematic. 

During the past 30 years, much more information has become available on …. 

A considerable amount of literature has been published on X. These studies …. 

The first serious discussions and analyses of X emerged during the 1970s with …. 

What we know about X is largely based upon empirical studies that investigate how …. 

 

General reference to previous research or scholarship: normally more than one author 

Traditionally, it has been argued that ….  

Surveys such as that conducted by Smith (1988) have shown that …. 
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Many historians have argued that ….  

There is a consensus among social scientists that  

Recent evidence suggests that …. 

Recently, in vitro studies have shown that X can ….  

Several studies investigating X have been carried out on …. 

Several attempts have been made to ….  

Several studies thus far have linked X with Y  

Several studies have revealed that it is not just X that acts on …..  

Several biographies of Brown have been published. Smith (2013) presents ….. 

The geology of X has been addressed in several small-scale investigations and …. 

Data from several sources have identified the increased X and Y associated with obesity. 

Previous studies have reported …. . 

Previous research has indicated that various X indicators have a positive impact on …. 

Previous research findings into X have been inconsistent and contradictory  

Numerous studies have attempted to explain …. (for example, ….) 

A number of authors have reported analyses of trends in X that demonstrated …. 

A number of studies have found that ….  

A number of studies have examined X (e.g. …), but to date none has …. 

Xs have been identified as major contributing factors for the decline of many species (1). 

X has also been shown to reverse the anti-inflammatory effects of Y in murine-induced arthritis. 

Twenty cohort study analyses have examined the relationship between …. 

At least 152 case-control studies worldwide have examined the relationship between….. 

Other studies have considered the relationship …. 

The relationship between X and Y has been widely investigated  …. 

The causes of X have been widely investigated ----------. 

Factors thought to be influencing X have been explored in several studies. 

It has been suggested that levels of X are independent of the size of the Y -----. 

It has conclusively been shown that X and Y increase Z . 

It has been demonstrated that a high intake of X results in damage to …. . 

 

Indicating significance 

This project provided an important opportunity to advance the understanding of ….. 

This study provides an exciting opportunity to advance our knowledge of …. 

This is the first study to undertake a longitudinal analysis of …. 

The findings should make an important contribution to the field of ….. 

Therefore, this study makes a major contribution to research on X by demonstrating …. 

The study offers some important insights into …. 

This study aims to contribute to this growing area of research by exploring …. 

There are several important areas where this study makes an original contribution to …. 

 

Giving reasons for personal Interest 

My main reason for choosing this topic is personal interest. 

I became interested in Xs after reading …. 

This project was conceived during my time working for X. As a medical advisor, I witnessed … 

I have worked closely with X for many years and …. 

It is my experience of working with X that has driven this research. 
Source: http://www.kfs.edu.eg/com/pdf/2082015294739.pdf 
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Task 1:   Write an introduction paragraph on a topic of your interest 

 

 

Task 2:  Check your academic vocabulary. Fill in the gaps with the words below 

 

uniform, predominant, revising, minimize, complements, arbitrarily, induced, abandoned, exhibits, 

denotes 

1. Greenwich was _______________ established in 1884 as longitude 0 degrees.  

2. Aristotle believed that the heavenly bodies moved only in circular orbits at a _______________ 

speed.  

3. Ginger really _______________ the flavour of the vegetables in a stir fry.  

4. English is the _______________ language in two of the six inhabited continents.  

5. Careful planning can help to _______________ the damage which may occur during an 

earthquake. 

6. The Royal British Columbia Museum features beautiful _______________ of native Indian 

artwork. 

7. The house has looked _______________ since the Bates family moved away 2 years ago.  

8. We cannot always anticipate the ways in which natural systems will adjust to changes 

_______________ by the activities of modern society.  

9. A longer nail on the baby finger of a Chinese man often _______________ a background of 

wealth and privilege.  

10. We are _______________ the report to include additional information received in the last 

couple of weeks. 

 

Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist08-Ex1a.htm 
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Exercise 9: Writing Essays II. 
 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of writing essays.  

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Outlining the structure 

The main questions/issues addressed in this paper are: a), b and c). 

This paper has been divided into four parts. The first part deals with …. 

The essay has been organised in the following way. 

This paper reviews the evidence for …. 

This paper begins by …. It will then go on to …. 

The first section of this paper will examine …. 

This paper first gives a brief overview of the recent history of X. 

My thesis is composed of four themed chapters. 

The overall structure of the study takes the form of six chapters, including this introductory 

chapter. 

Chapter Two begins by laying out the theoretical dimensions of the research, and looks at how… 

The third chapter is concerned with the methodology used for this study. 

The fourth section presents the findings of the research, focusing on the three key themes that …. 

Chapter 6 analyses the results of interviews and focus group discussions undertaken during …. 

The remaining part of the paper proceeds as follows: …. 

The final chapter draws upon the entire thesis, tying up the various theoretical and empirical 

strands 

in order to …. 

…. and includes a discussion of the implication of the findings to future research into this area. 

Finally, the conclusion gives a brief summary and critique of the findings … 

Finally, areas for further research are identified. 

Some ways of introducing quotations 

Commenting on X, Smith (2003) argues: ‘…. ….’ 

As Smith argues: ‘In the past, the purpose of education was to ….  

As Carnoy (2004: 215) states: ‘there are many good reasons to be sceptical’. 

In the final part of the Theses, Marx writes: ‘Philosophers have hitherto only interpreted the 

world in 

various ways; the point ….’ 

Sachs concludes: ‘The idea of development stands today like a ruin in the intellectual 

landscape…’ 

(Sachs, 1992a: 156). 

As Smith 

reminds us: ‘…. …. …. …. …. ‘ 

observes: ‘…. …. …. …. …. ‘ 

notes: ‘…. …. …. …. …. ‘ 

points out: ‘…. …. …. …. …. ‘ 

argues: ‘…. …. …. …. …. ‘ 

One participant commented: ‘ ….’ 

Another interviewee alluded to the notion of …. 

Observations about qualitative data 

The themes of X and Y recurred throughout the dataset. 
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Five broad themes emerged from the analysis. 

Two discrete reasons emerged from this. First …. Second .… 

A number of issues were identified .… 

This theme came up for example in discussions of .… 

A recurrent theme in the interviews was a sense amongst interviewees that … 

These views surfaced mainly in what respects .… 

There was a sense of X amongst interviewees .… 

A variety of perspectives were expressed .… 

A common view amongst interviewees was that .… 

Issues related to X were not particularly prominent in the interview data. 

In their accounts of the events surrounding …. 

As one interviewee said: …. 

As one interviewee put it: …. 

For example, one interviewee said: …. 

Talking about this issue an interviewee said: …. 

Another interviewee, when asked …, said: …. 

The extract/comment below shows …. 

Some interviewees argued that .… while others.… 

Some felt that.… while others considered that.… 

Two divergent and often conflicting discourses emerged.… 

Whilst a minority mentioned that… all agreed that… 

 

Transition statements 

If we now turn to …. 

A comparison of the two results reveals …. 

Turning now to the experimental evidence on …. 

Comparing the two results, it can be seen that …. 

The next section of the survey was concerned with …. 

In the final part of the survey, respondents were asked …. 

 

Summary and transition 

These results suggest that …. 

Overall, these results indicate that …. 

Together these results provide important insights into …. 

Taken together, these results suggest that there is an association between …. 

In summary, these results show that …. 

The results in this Chapter indicate that …. 

 

Summarising research findings 

This study has shown that …. 

The investigation of X has shown that …. 

These findings suggest that in general …. 

One of the more significant findings to emerge from this study is that …. 

It was also shown that …. 

This study has found that generally …. 

The relevance of X is clearly supported by the current findings. 

This study/research has shown that …. 
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The second major finding was that …. 

The results of this investigation show that …. 

The most obvious finding to emerge from this study is that …. 

X, Y and Z emerged as reliable predictors of …. 

Multiple regression analysis revealed that the …. 

 

Suggesting implications 

The evidence from this study suggests that …. 

The following conclusions can be drawn from the present study …. 

The results of this study indicate that …. 

The results of this research support the idea that …. 

In general, therefore, it seems that …. 

Taken together, these results suggest that …. 

An implication of this is the possibility that …. 

The findings of this study suggest that …. 

Source: http://www.kfs.edu.eg/com/pdf/2082015294739.pdf 

 
 

 

Task 1:  Write an essay on a topic of your interest.  

 

 

Task 2: Write an essay about the following topics: 
 

1. Energetic drinks should be banned and made illegal 

2. Cloning must be banned 

3. Which foreign languages are worth studying today? 
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Exercise 10: Sentence Connectors I. 
 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of using sentence connectors 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Connectors’ are used to link large groups of words: phrases and sentences. You can also use them 

to connect paragraphs to give them coherence. Sentence connectors are usually placed at the 

beginning of a sentence and may be categorized as follows: 

 

CONTRAST 

1. HOWEVER 
 This restaurant has the best kitchen in town. However, their staff are quite rude. 

2. IN CONTRAST 
 House prices have gone up this year. In contrast, car prices seem to be stagnating. 

3. NEVERTHELESS 
 I was in so much pain I didn’t want to get up in the morning. Nevertheless, I went to football 

practice as usual. 

4. NONETHELESS 
 I don’t think Sean has serious behavioural problems. Nonetheless, I’ll talk to him first thing in the 

morning. 

5. YET 
 I’ve asked you a thousand times not to leave your dirty socks on the floor. Yet, you keep doing it. 

6. ON THE OTHER HAND 
 England has the best language schools. On the other hand, it has the worst weather. 

7. BY COMPARISON 
 Going out with Jim has its risks. By comparison, being with Tim is as easy as falling off a log. 

8. ON THE CONTRARY 
 I don’t hate Jim. On the contrary, I’m rather fond of him. 

9. INSTEAD 
 I didn’t want to take a side in the argument. Instead, I put my headphones on and listened to some 

smooth jazz. 

10. IN ANY CASE 
 I was thinking of going round Jim’s place. In any case, I haven’t been invited. 

11. ALL THE SAME 
 Yes, he’s very good-looking. All the same, I don’t think you should go out with him. 

 

SIMILARITY 

1. LIKEWISE 
 You can’t give your phone number to every man who asks for it. Likewise, you can’t go out with 

everyone who fancies you. 

2. SIMILARLY 
 You’re not allowed to use your phone here. Similarly, you have to switch it off when you’re in the 

library. 

3. CORRESPONDINGLY 
 She’s an excellent photographer. Correspondingly, her paintings are works of art. 

4. IN THE SAME WAY 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/but-vs-however/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/already-still-yet-just/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/other-ways-to-say-on-the-other-hand/


  

  

 

 
 

 

26 

 

 Cutting down on sugar will help you lose weight. In the same way, doing more exercise will help 

you get rid of a few kilos. 

5. ALSO 
 I want to talk to Prince Harry when I’m in England. Also, I want to meet his sister-in-law. 

 

RESULT 

1. AS A RESULT 
 I’ve done a pranic healing course. As a result, I’ve been able to cure my neighbour’s sick cat. 

2. AS A CONSEQUENCE 
 Zack has skipped school on many occasions. As a consequence, he’s failed his French test. 

3. THEREFORE 
 We’re going to experience some meteor showers in the next few days. Therefore, the number of 

miraculous self-healings will rise. 

4. THUS 
 You didn’t tell me you wanted to come. Thus, we won’t be taking you with us. 

5. ACCORDINGLY 
 Plenty of tourists visit the area in summer. Accordingly, selling hand-made objects is the main 

source of income for locals. 

 

SEQUENCING 

1. FIRST, FIRSTLY, FIRST OF ALL, IN THE FIRST PLACE 
 First of all, I’d like to talk about the benefits of having a pet pig. 

2. TO BEGIN WITH 
 To begin with, pet pigs are cleaner than dogs. 

3. FOR ONE THING 
 For one thing, they’re completely loyal to their owners. 

4. SECOND, SECONDLY, IN THE SECOND PLACE 
 Secondly, their impressive numeracy skills must be mentioned. 

5. FOR ANOTHER THING 
 For another thing, you might want to consider how cute they look in pyjamas. 

6. THIRD, THIRDLY, IN THE THIRD PLACE 
 In the third place, you can always count on your pet pig to perform some tricks for you when 

you’d like to impress a pretty girl. 

7. ALSO 
 Also, they don’t eat much. 

8. BESIDES 
 Besides not eating much, they won’t ever chew on your electric cords. 

9. IN ADDITION 
 In addition, they can be taught to feed themselves if you allow them access to your pantry. 

10. FURTHERMORE 
 Furthermore, they make wonderful walking buddies. 

11. MOREOVER 
 Moreover, they’ll show you the way home when you’re drunk. 

12. FINALLY 
 Finally, pet pigs are fantastic guards. No burglar would ever have the heart to hurt a pet pig. 

13. LAST, LASTLY, LAST OF ALL 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/also-too-either-so-neither-as-well/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/difference-between-furthermore-and-furtherance/
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 Lastly, your reputation as an eccentric will rapidly grow in the neighbourhood if you’re seen 

walking a pet pig on a leash every morning. 

 

ORDER OF IMPORTANCE 

1. MOST IMPORTANTLY 
 I’d like to talk to you about how to keep calm at your workplace. Most importantly, never go to the 

canteen while your boss is there. 

2. PRIMARILY 
 You’ll have to focus on your immediate surroundings. Primarily, on your computer screen. 

3. ABOVE ALL 
 Above all, don’t ever look up from your notes when people are around. 

4. MOST SIGNIFICANTLY 
 Most significantly, avoid eye-contact at all costs. 

5. ESSENTIALLY, BASICALLY (usually spoken) 

 How can I put this? Essentially, having an affair with one of your colleagues should be the last 

thing on your mind. 

 

PARTICULARIZATION 

1. IN PARTICULAR, PARTICULARLY 
 Nearly a third of marriages end in divorce. In particular, it’s middle-aged couples that yearn for 

much more from life. 

2. MORE SPECIFICALLY 
 Couples tend to argue about financial issues. More specifically, they argue when one of them is 

out of work. 

 

EXAMPLIFICATION 

1. FOR EXAMPLE 
 To solve this problem, you might want to try making small gestures. For example, making your 

spouse’s favourite meal for dinner or giving him a massage after a tiring day. 

2. FOR INSTANCE 
 Appreciate the small things your spouse does for you. For instance, leave thank-you notes for 

them every now and then. 

3. TO ILLUSTRATE 
 Misunderstandings can be highly destructive. To illustrate, if your spouse sees you with a friend of 

the opposite sex in a café, he might not understand why he hasn’t been invited and demand an 

explanation. 
Source:https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/list-of-sentence-connectors-in-english/ 

 

 

Task 1: Complete the following sentences using an appropriate connecting word. 

1. Alice seems quite intelligent; ………, she often gets poor grades.  

a. whereas 

b.  otherwise 

c. nonetheless 

 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/other-ways-to-say-for-example/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/list-of-sentence-connectors-in-english/
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2. This restaurant has some of the best chefs in the town. ………., their service is excellent. 

a. in addition to 

b. beside 

c. moreover 

3. I’ve never been to the US ……. having friends and relatives there. 

a. although 

b.   however 

c. in spite of 

4. He is a reckless driver; ……., he hasn’t had any accidents. 

a. even as 

b. although 

c. even so 

5. My sister works three jobs in a day; ……, she doesn’t earn much money. 

a. however 

b. even as 

c. moreover 

 

6. We went out ……. the cold weather. 

a. despite 

b. although 

c. besides 

 

7. I tried to look happy in spite of feeling miserable. 

a. although 

b. in spite of 

c. however 

 

Source: https://www.englishgrammar.org/sentence-connectors-exercise-2 
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Exercise 11: Sentence Connectors II. 
 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving the ability of using sentence connectors 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Useful sentence connectors: 

 

PARTICULARIZATION 

1. IN PARTICULAR, PARTICULARLY 
 Nearly a third of marriages end in divorce. In particular, it’s middle-aged couples that yearn for 

much more from life. 

2. MORE SPECIFICALLY 
 Couples tend to argue about financial issues. More specifically, they argue when one of them is 

out of work. 

 

EXAMPLIFICATION 

1. FOR EXAMPLE 
 To solve this problem, you might want to try making small gestures. For example, making your 

spouse’s favourite meal for dinner or giving him a massage after a tiring day. 

2. FOR INSTANCE 
 Appreciate the small things your spouse does for you. For instance, leave thank-you notes for 

them every now and then. 

3. TO ILLUSTRATE 
 Misunderstandings can be highly destructive. To illustrate, if your spouse sees you with a friend of 

the opposite sex in a café, he might not understand why he hasn’t been invited and demand an 

explanation. 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

1. THAT IS TO SAY, THAT IS 
 Keep romance alive. That is to say, don’t let your lovelife fall into routine. 

2. NAMELY 
 I have a very good reason for not trusting my ex. Namely, he’s a convicted felon. 

3. IN OTHER WORDS 
 Don’t be unsociable. In other words, go out and make some friends. 

4. PUT DIFFERENTLY 
 John has managed to get over Jane. Put differently, he’s started seeing other women. 

EMPHASISING 

1. AS A MATTER OF FACT 
 I love sleeping with my pet pig. As a matter of fact, I can’t fall asleep unless he’s in my bed. 

2. IN FACT 
 I told them not to invite Rachel to the party. In fact, I was the only person who saw what a party 

pooper she really was. 

3. ACTUALLY 
 I think it would be a good idea to send her some flowers. Actually, you should get her a hundred 

orchids. 

4. INDEED 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/other-ways-to-say-for-example/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/other-ways-to-say-in-other-words/


  

  

 

 
 

 

30 

 

 He may be the best-dressed man around. Indeed, he has a really good taste in fashion. 

 

FOCUSING AND LINKING 
1. AS FOR (often suggests disinterest or dislike) 

 I’m going to Janet’s party at the weekend. As for Mary’s, I think I’ll pass. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO 
 Starting your own IT company may be the one of the best things you can do right now. With 

respect to opening a pet shop, it’s hard to say the same thing. 

3. REGARDING 
 Start your day with making the most important phone calls. Regarding emails, you might put them 

off until later. 

4. WITH REGARD TO 
 With regard to handling complaints, you might want to keep in mind that your customers are 

always right. 

5. AS REGARDS 
 Working from home has many advantages. As regards disadvantages, it might be difficult to keep 

your cat off your keyboard. 

6. TALKING OF 
 Talking of cats, you can’t trust them to keep you company when you need it. They’re quite selfish 

creatures. 

7. AS FAR AS … CONCERNED 
 As far as dogs are concerned, they might give you a chance to get up from your desk and get some 

exercise during the day. 

 

CONCLUSION 

1. IN CONCLUSION 
 In conclusion, it may be said that pigs make the best pets. 

2. IN BRIEF 
 Meeting my boss at the pub was an interesting experience. In brief, it was a disaster. 

3. IN SUMMARY 
 In summary, it may not be the best idea to frequent the same pubs as your boss. 

4. TO SUM UP 
 To sum up, some people are better suited to working from home than others. 

5. ALL iN ALL 
 All in all, you have to make sure both you and your customers are satisfied with your work. 

 

CORRECTION 

1. RATHER 
 I thought it was a good idea to get a ferret. Rather, it had always been my dream to get one. 

2. TO BE MORE PRECISE 
 You might want to change a few things. To be more precise, I think you should start again from 

scratch. 

 

TIME 

1. AT FIRST 
 It wasn’t a piece of cake to learn English. At first, I couldn’t pronounce all the words correctly. 

2. THEN 

https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/ask/question/what-are-the-other-ways-to-say-in-conclusion/
https://www.myenglishteacher.eu/blog/difference-between-rather-than-would-rather-had-rather-and-had-better/
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 Then, I couldn’t spell all the words correctly. 

3. AFTERWARDS 
 Afterwards, I had a hard time understanding the tenses. 

4. LATER 
 Later, I couldn’t memorize phrasal verbs and idioms. 

5. IN THE MEANTIME 
 In the meantime, I was getting some help from my English Teacher. 

6. MEANWHILE 
 Meanwhile, I was enjoying my skype lessons more and more. 

 

DISMISSAL (of what was said before) 

1. ANYWAY 
 I couldn’t get my head around the Passive Voice. Anyway, I don’t think it’s important to use it all 

the time. 

2. ANYHOW 
 Anyhow, I’ve just decided to learn Russian next. 

3. AT ANY RATE 
 At any rate, I don’t want to become a simultaneous interpreter in five languages. 

Sourse: https://www.nutritionaction.com/daily/heart-and-disease- / 

 

Task 1: Complete the following sentences using an appropriate connecting word. 

 

1. The new supermarket is so much cheaper than the one in John St 

street. , they do free home deliveries too. 

However 

On the whole 

Furthermore 

2. Australia has some beautiful parts of the country. , they also have a lot of dangerous 

animals. 

Though 

However 

Despite 

3.  the high risk involved, many scientists chase tornadoes so they can study them more 

closely. 

But 

Though 

Despite 

4.  television can be educational, I think it's better to read a book. 

On the other hand 

Even though 

However 

5. So you can see there are both advantages and disadvantages of the new system for organising 

the timetable. , I would say it would be better to stick with the current system. 

https://www.nutritionaction.com/daily/heart-and-disease-%20/
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On the whole 

And 

Lastly 

6.  the rain and the high winds, they never went camping. 

Because 

Due to  

Despite 

7. This new computer has a better monitor. Its memory is twice as large as the current one and we 

can use the internet with it.  its software will make our job so much easier. 

Finally 

However 

In short 

8. Saline speaks in class when we are trying to work. She shouts out to other students when it is 

not necessary and when she does ask me a question, it is doubtlessly a stupid one just to get some 

attention.  she is a very disruptive presence in the class. I'm sorry Mr. Philicott. 

Furthermore 

And 

In short 
Source: http://www.esl-lounge.com/student/grammar/4g67-linking-words.php 
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Exercise 12: Check Your Academic Vocabulary 

 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving academic vocabulary. 

Required knowledge:  B2 level of English 

 

Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

enormous, albeit, reluctant, colleague, integrity, convince, 

undergo, levied, panel, notwithstanding 

1. As part of the job interview, you will be interviewed by a _______________ of people working 

in the department.  

2. He has a reputation for _______________, and everyone trusts him completely.  

3. My boyfriend is trying to _______________ me to get married, but I don't think that I'm ready. 

4. I ran into an old _______________ at a conference, and we went out for a beer after the 

workshop. 

5. Canada is an _______________ country, the second largest in the world.  

6. My parents have agreed, _______________ with some conditions, to let me borrow their car for 

the holidays.  

7. We continued our picnic, _______________ the light rain.  

8. She has been _______________ to get into a relationship with a guy ever since her last 

boyfriend dumped her.  

9. The airport has _______________ a $10 surcharge for every passenger to cover the cost of 

renovations to the facility.  

10. She is to _______________ knee surgery tomorrow morning. 

 

Task 2: Fill in the gaps with the words below. 

credited, evaluation, assistance, primarily, unobtainable, site, 

achievements, institutions, computations, residential 

1. Victoria's fishing industry is _______________ based on salmon.  

2. Seven million people living in southern Africa are in immediate need of food 

_______________. 

3. An industrialist by the name of Oskar Schindler is _______________ with saving the lives of 

about 1,200 Jews during the Holocaust.  

4. The Bank of Montreal is one of this country's largest financial _______________.  

5. I bought this CD at a store a few years ago, but now it is completely _______________, and 

quite valuable.  

6. She is a mathematical genius, and has been able to make complex _______________ in her 

head since a very young age.  

7. The island city of Lagos in Nigeria was founded more than 300 years ago as a 

_______________ that is easy to defend.  

8. According to a recent _______________, safety procedures at U.S. airports are no better now 

than before the attacks of 9-11.  

9. In August of 1986, a car bomb killed 19 people, and wounded 90 when it blew up in a 

_______________ area of east Beirut.  

10. The Dalai Lama once observed that great love and great _______________ involve great risk. 

 
Source: http://www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL/AWLSublist02-Ex1c.htm 
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Exercise 13: Check Your Academic Vocabulary 

 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving academic vocabulary 

Required knowledge:  21 level of English 

 

Task 1:  Make sentences with the following expressions: 

 

Weighing up arguments 

on the one hand.... on the other hand 

 to consider the advantages and disadvantages  

arguments for and against  

to discuss the pros and cons  

in theory ... in reality  

both... and....  

not only ... but also  

anyway / at any rate / in any case  

in fact, / actually / as a matter of fact  

up to a point  

so to speak  

by no means / not at all 

 

Comparisons 

compared to / 

in comparison with 

to draw / make a comparison between ...and 

similarly  

as well as 

 

Generalizing 

on the whole  

in general, / generally speaking  

as a rule  

to some extent 

to a large extent / 

to what extent  

in many ways  

in all respects 

in most / many cases  

basically 

 

Lack of interest 

I find … rather uninteresting / boring  

I don’t take any interest in 

It’s all the same to me whether  

It means nothing to me 
Source:https://www.rpn.ch/ljp/perso/devenogesS/docpub/ACTIVITIES/Usefulexpressionsessay.pdf 
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Exercise 14: Check Your Academic Vocabulary 

 
Purpose of the exercise: Improving academic vocabulary 

Required knowledge:  21 level of English 

 

Task 1: Make sentences with the following expressions: 

 

Personal point of view 
I think that  

in my opinion/  

in my view /  

in my experience  

as far as I know  

as far as I am concerned  

to be aware / unaware of a problem  

to tell the truth  

the fact is that  

I am convinced that  

I firmly believe that  

 

Agreeing 

I entirely / absolutely agree with  

that’s exactly my own view  

I’m of exactly the same opinion  

that’s perfectly true  

I’d like to support this view 

 

Disagreeing 

I partly disagree with  

I don’t entirely agree with  

I agree in principle, but  

That’s not the way I see it  

I see things rather differently  

myself I’m not at all convinced that  

I’m not absolutely sure 

 

Interest, Plans, Intentions 

to be interested in sth / in doing sth  

It interests me a lot  

My main / particular interest is  

I have the intention of doing  

I am prepared to do sth  

I am determined to do sth  

I’m planning to do sth  

I’m very keen on doing sth 
Source:https://www.rpn.ch/ljp/perso/devenogesS/docpub/ACTIVITIES/Usefulexpressionsessay.pdf 
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Answer Key  
Exercise 2: 

 Task 2:  
1. assigned 

2. subsidy 

3. cited 

4. edit 

5. input 

6. utilize 

7. estate 

8. underlying 

9. fee 

10. minimum 

Exercise 3: 

 Task 2:   
1. forthcoming 

2. compilation 

3. likewise 

4. depressed 

5. intrinsic 

6. persisting 

7. whereby 

8. so-called 

9. assemblies 

10. odd 

Task 3:   
1. mediates 

2. confined 

3. refined 

4. distorted 

5. inherent 

6. cessation 

7. temporarily 

8. overlap 

9. scenarios 

10. analogy 

Task 4: 

1. commence 

2. ethics 

3. preliminary 

4. supplement 

5. minimal 

6. attain 

7. intermediate 
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8. device 

9. revolution 

10. violating 

Exercise 4:  

 Task 2: 

1. comprises 

2. empirical 

3. globe 

4. mode 

5. advocate 

6. infer 

7. ultimate 

8. submitted 

9. quoted 

10. definite 

Exercise 5: 

 Task 2: 

1. chemical 

2. priority 

3. intervene 

4. converting 

5. file 

6. dispose 

7. simulated 

8. hierarchy 

9. voluntary 

10. thesis 

Exercise 6: 

 Task 2: 
1. deduce 

2. convened 

3. initial 

4. locate 

5. valid 

6. component 

7. exclude 

8. rely 

9. specify 

10. philosophy 

Exercise 7: 

 Task 1: 
1. send, 2. open, 3. attachment, 4. delete, 5. link, 6. CC. 

 



  

  

 

 
 

 

38 

 

Exercise 8: 

  Task 2:  

1. arbitrarily 

2. uniform 

3. complements 

4. predominant 

5. minimize 

6. exhibits 

7. abandoned 

8. induced 

9. denotes 

10. revising 

Exercise 10: 

 Task 1: 

1. nonetheless, 2. Moreover, 3. in spite of, 4. even so, 5. however, 6. despite, 7. in spite of  

  

Exercise 11: 

 Task 1: 

 1. furthermore, 2. however, 3. despite, 4. even though, 5. on the whole, 6. due to, finally, in short. 

. 

Exercise 12: 

 Task 1:   
1. panel 

2. integrity 

3. convince 

4. colleague 

5. enormous 

6. albeit 

7. notwithstanding 

8. reluctant 

9. levied 

10. undergo 

Task 2 

1. primarily 

2. assistance 

3. credited 

4. institutions 

5. unobtainable 

6. computations 

7. site 

8. evaluation 

9. residential 

10. achievements 

 

 


