How to write a dissertation?
Search the Web
The popular web search engines represent the basic tools of information discovery. We
use them every day and enjoy the benefits of accessing information with ease. The
downfall of easy free access of information that we never get directly in contact with
information outside of the scope of Yahoo, Google, or Bing: the invisible web.
Besides the obvious benefits, we need to be aware of their deficiencies with their
exclusive use:

•
•
•

we only browse the visible web, cannot access subscribed databases, special
collections,
we get numerous irrelevant results, which can be either unusable or even
misleading,
the hierarchy of results is based on popularity rather than quality.

Type of documents and databases:

Types of sources
Information sources are categorized by various factors. The next categories help us to
identify the best sources of information for our research.

1. Physical appearance
o print
o digital

audio-visual
multimedia
microform
personal communication

o
o
o
o

2. Nature and quality of content
Primary. A primary source is either a first-hand account of an event or
generated by the event (such as data from an experiment). Primary
sources are used as evidence. In scholarly communication primary
sources are the first to communicate new scientific results (patents,
research reports, dissertations, conference papers, etc.).
Secondary. A secondary source is a second-hand account; it is the
researcher-author’s original thinking based on primary sources.
Secondary sources interpret concepts. They are used to inform and
substantiate a researcher’s interpretation of the evidence.
Tertiary. A tertiary source is third-hand, based on secondary
sources. Tertiary sources are used to provide background information
and are usually not cited in research because they are based on other
scholars’ interpretations and are not original (reference books, text
books).

o

o

o

3. Target groups
Popular: written to inform or entertain wider audiences
Scholarly: written by scholars for other scholars, comprised of detailed,
advanced, sophisticated information about a topic, based on extensive
research,
Business: the mixture of the above categories to provide market and
business information

o
o

o

4. Frequency of publication
published once (books, monographs)
published regularly (journals, periodicals, newspapers)

o
o

5. Openness
o

published

o

not published (grey literature: theses, dissertations)

Identify a book
Books should meet several formal requirements. Basic information about a given book is
included in the document itself, either electronic, or printed:
•
•
•

Full name of author(s)
Title
Creating partners or contributors (e.g. illustrators, translator, etc.)

•
•
•

If it is not a first edition, the number and quality of edition (e.g. Third revised
edition)
Name of publisher(s)
Time and place of publication

Books are identified by ISBN numbers (International Standard Book Number) which follow
international standards.

Identify an academic journal
Necessary information to identify a journal can be found on the cover, spine and in the
impressum of journals, newspapers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Title (full name of the journal)
ISSN (see below)
Year
Volume (continuous numbering since the first publishing of the journal)
Issue (Issues are usually renumbered in each new volume, however there are
journals which are published with continuous issue numbering)
Page numbers (first and last page of an issue; i.e. page numbering is
continuous within one volume of scientific journals).

There are many advantages of using journal articles for your research. Information found
in journals is:
•
•
•
•
•

authoritative and often peer-reviewed
current
digestible (with an easily understandable structure: Abstract,
introduction, methodology, discussion and conclusion)
provides information on a specific topic
answers a specific question (presents findings).

At the same time, journal articles are not suitable for all occasions. Journals articles
generally do not provide:
•
•

an introduction to a subject area (see encyclopaedias),
or a broad overview of a particular topic.

Academics, scholars, researchers and other experts in the field often publish
in academic (otherwise known as scholarly) journals. Academic journals tend to focus
on a specific area or discipline (e.g. Nature and the New England Journal of Medicine)
and are published more frequently than books. Articles published in these journals are
supported by references to other scholarly material, and they go through a peer-review
process

In contrast with popular magazines scholarly journals are often published in two or
more volumes a year. In scholarly journals the page numbering is
continuous throughout the issues within one volume.

ISSN (International Standard Serial Number)
An International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) is an eight-digit serial number used
to uniquely identify a serial publication, such as academic journals. For example, many
serials are published both in print and electronic media. The ISSN system refers to these
types as print ISSN (p-ISSN) and electronic ISSN (e-ISSN), respectively.

Identify a journal article
Finding journal articles
Thousands of journals are published in the world, which means millions of articles
disseminate new scholarly results. The number and length of articles in a journal greatly
vary, it is not uncommon that an issue is more than a 100 pages long. In order to find an
article, we need to know who is the author, what its title is, and which journal it was
published in.
Necessary information to find an article:

•

author(s) of the article
title of the article
name of journal the article is published in
year of publication
volume number

•

issue number

•

starting page

•
•
•
•

Citation to an article can vary in style, but in all cases it should contain the above article
info.

DOI - Digital Object Identifier
The electronic publishing made it possible for the article to receive an identification
number, just like ISSN of journals, ISBN of books. DOI (Digital Object Identifier) identifies
each article individually. Databases indexing the contents of journals allow searching for
DOI numbers, as well.

Types of searches
How you ask involves not only the words or phrases you enter, but the kind of search you
choose to perform. Databases have different interfaces and use different terms, but most
will provide the following options for searching

Keyword search
Keyword searching is how you would typically search web search engines like Google:
you think of words or phrases relevant to your topic and enter them in the search box.
Keyword searching finds matches for your terms in any field of a record, so you will
typically retrieve more information with less precision. This is known as "recall"
searching because it focuses on recalling as much information as possible.
Databases and search engines may allow searching in specific fields such as author, title,
or subject and will sometimes refer to this as "advanced," or "expert" searching. These
searches will typically retrieve less information with more precision.

Subject search
Subject searching is a type of searching that allows you to look for categories (or
subject headings) instead of keywords. Subject terms are searched for only in the subject
field. When the bibliographic record created it is assigned at least one subject heading.
These subject headings are based on a pre-defined vocabulary in which all items
determined to be about the same subject are given the same subject heading regardless
of the term used by the author.
Subject Search when...
•
•
•

•
•

You are looking for information on a broad topic.
You are looking for information about something, someone, or someplace
(books about Mark Twain, not those written by him)
You want to locate resources about your topic, even those in which the topic is
not explicitly expressed in the catalog record, except for in the subject
headings assigned to them.
Your topic is poorly defined. Try a keyword search first, and then search for the
subject headings you found.
You are looking for information that may be represented by a term that has
many meanings and can occur in various contexts (e.g. “management”).
Browse the "subject search results" list to help narrow or define your topic.

Databases
A database is a collection of data organized for rapid search and retrieval by a
computer. It is useful to think of databases as containers of information.
A database is an organized collection of data managed by a software which allows
preservation, editing and searching among the collected data.

The basic structural element of a database is a field with a specific name and type. Fields
build up a record. Same field types make a column which is labelled by indeces.

Many databases can be accessed through the internet, however their contents are not
searched by free search engines like Google or Bing: they can only be accessed by
subscription usually through libraries.
Databases store specific type and amount of information, and on the basis of the
information they hold we can distinguish various databases: bibliographic, full-text,
image, audio-visual etc.
The help menu of the database offers information about the type and use of documents
in the database.
In order to conduct an efficient search in a database we need to answer the following
questions:

What type of documents does it hold?
Scholarly documents, magazines, books, book chapters, multimedia, etc.?

To which academic field does the database belong?
One specific descipline (history, medicine, etc.) or multidisciplinary?

What time period does it cover?
Continuous or closed period?

What language does the database use?
What language do we need to search? What is the primary language of the documents
in the database?

What type of document does it hold?
Scholarly, popular, both?

What information does the record show?
References and the basic information, or we can read the whole document? In case of
journals: bibliographic info or the full text of the articles?

Searching techniques in databases
In searching for information we use various types of databases with different
document collections. Searching in databases differs from using free search engines,
since we are searching for data elements within a determined structure of data.

Choosing the right keyword. Databases search for a determined sequence of
characters and they are not able to interpret spoken language. Therefore it is essential to
tell the database what we need in the right format. The keyword we use influences the
effectiveness and the result of the search. Some general mistakes we can make:

o

o

o

o
o

Too many search words: if we are using too many search words we
will not have any results. Databases search for all the words we write in
the search box and the results contain all the given keywords.
Too few search words: if we use too few search words, we will get too
many results.
Too general search words: If your terms are too broad or general, the
search engine may not process them. Check the search engine to see if
it has a list of such stopwords (a; of; for; etc.).
Not appropriate search term
Spelling mistakes: Most of the search engines have spelling
corrections, but this function has its limits, as well.

Use the Boolean operators: AND, OR, NOT
The Boolean operators define the relationship between the search words. With the
help of these operators we can expand or narrow the list of results. The most
frequently used operators are: AND; OR; NOT

AND combines different terms when both or all must be
present. Search results will contain both or all of the terms. Using AND decreases the
number of results, because each time a keyword is added, the focus of the search is
narrowed

OR combines synonymous terms when at least one must be present. Search results will
contain one or both of the terms. Using OR increases the number of results, because a
broader range of keywords is searched.
NOT eliminates irrelevant tems from search. Search results will contain the first
term. Using NOT reduces the number of results by excluding information not required.
In case we are using more than one operator in one search we need to get information
about what priority of operators in the given database or search engine. Databases show
variety in this question, some use AND as the primary operator, in others the OR or NOT
operator weighs more in searches. Related information can be found in the Help menu.
In case the order of operators is predetermined, we can use paranthesis to designate the
precedence among them: e.g (humour AND therapy) NOT children
Some databases allow the use of other operators, like XOR; NEAR, NEXT, etc.

Truncation / wild cards
Truncation is a searching technique used in databases in which a word ending is replaced
by a symbol.
Frequently used truncation symbols include the asterisk (*), a question mark (?) or a
dollar sign ($).
Different databases use different truncation symbols so it is important to check the
database 'Help' information or 'Search Tips' for details about which symbol to use.
Truncation enables different forms of a word to be searched for simultaneously, and will
increase the number of search results found.
For example: ( If the truncation symbol is *), then the truncated word, laugh*, will search
for results containing laugh, laughter, laughing etc.
wom*n =women, woman
Note: Placing the truncation symbol too soon in a word should be avoided.
For example: hum* will search for results containing humour, but it will also retrieve
unrelated terms like human, humbug, humerus, hummus etc.

Searching exact phrases
We use quotation marks when we are searching for an exact phrase or a given form of a
word. For example: searching for the phrase "to be or not to be"; without the quotation
marks the database is searching each word separately.

Narrowing the search (limit)
Most of the databases offers limits, such as year of publication, language, etc., to narrow
the search. Nowadays limits can be set after the inital search is done. Databases use
different limits depending on the nature of the database and the type of documents they
hold.

Advanced search
In case we have more information about the item we are searching for, we should use the
advanced search option. Data are stored in databases in different fields (e.g. author, title,
publisher). Advanced search option allows search in a specific field or in various fields at
the same time. Through the definition of the search field we ensure greater relevance of
the results.

Using subject words and thesaurus
Database records have subject headings connected to them. Descriptors are chosen from
a set vocabulary. Depending on the content, several various subject headings can be
attached to the records, and the same descriptor can describe various records.
In a thesaurus the logical and conceptional relations between entries are also shown. We
can narrow the search by jumping between the levels of the subject headings.

Using links
Databases make data occuring in various records at the same time available as links.
This way we can easily identify all records by the same author, or with the same
subject headings.

Library catalogues
A special form of databases is the library catalogue: it stores data for such documents as
books, journals, audio files etc., which can be found in a particular library.
A library catalogue is a total portfolio of the library’s documents, that is to say that data
can be found in it about all of the library’s documents.
Data can be a variety of the following:

•

•
•

•

Bibliographic data of the given document: author(s), title, publisher, year of
publication, volume, etc. These data vary by type of the given document, (in
case of journals clearly there is no author) but for all documents a complete
description is available.
Copies available in the library.
The exact location of the document in the library. (This is shown by
the documents call number which is specified by the classification system used
by the library.)
Rules relating to using a particular document: available or not to be borrowed,
protected etc.

The old card index cabinets were slowly replaced by electronic solutions, which provides
wider possibilities to browse among documents than the old version, which only allowed
us to search by subject, title and author. In the electronic catalogue you can search by
any data regarding the document, such as publisher ISBN/ISSN, place of publication etc.
Also there’s a chance to filter the search (for year of publication, language, type and
more.)

Shortly after this the OPAC = Online Public Access Catalog was released, which allows
users to browse among the library’s documents without actually visiting the library. It can
be accessed from anywhere using only the internet. The electronic catalogues extended
not only our searching possibilities but also the range of information that can be learned
about a particular library document, e.g.:
•
•
•
•

data regarding to the current status of a document (reserved, lost, requested,
in process, at bindery and more)
related records: release history, preceding/suceeding pieces of the series,
changes in title
links to external references (e.g.: full text of electronic version)
image of the document

Please note: it is not possible to search in the content of a particular document in the
catalogues (e.g.: book chapters, journal articles).

Traditional card index:

Record of a document in the UDUNL’s OPAC:

There is no library where every document can be found. This inevitably limits the
possibilities of using a catalogue: only those results will be shown that are available in
that particular library. The online catalogues can be connected relatively easy, thus we
can search the portfolio of many libraries at once. These are called common catalogues.
The most important Hungarian common catalogues:
•
•
•

MOKKA: MOKKA common catalogue (Hungarian National Common
Catalogue)
MOKKA-R: MOKKA Old Prints Section
ODR: National Document Supply System

DEENK catalogue
A library catalogue is an example of a database. Library catalogues list mainly books and
other types of documents (maps, audiovisual items, music scores, manuscripts etc. ) that
are held by a particular library.

The traditional catalogue offers answers to the following questions:
•
•
•

searching for a specific document,
searching for the works of a given author,
searching for documents in a given subject.

As card catalogue has been replaced by OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) search
possibilities were extended, e.g.:

•

•

•

searching for a specific document, not just for an author or within a subject.
Information related to the document (publisher, publishing year, genre, etc)
can also be searched,
the results provide full bibliographic descriptions of the documents
supplemented by cover photos and links to electronic resources online (where
available)
offering a comprehensive picture of the holdings the catalogue covers:
available copies, location of the documents, cancelled or reserved copies.

A library catalogue does not contain any detailed information on the contents of
the document.
Please note: You cannot search for article titles or book chapters in the library catalogue.
WEBOPAC offers easy access to the library holdings from anywhere. It is a search
platform for the bibliographic database of an integrated library system which offers a
fast, adequate searching with multiple functions.
No library owns every book that has ever been published. So to research a topic
thoroughly, you have to search more than one library's catalogue. Union
catalogues are databases that include the catalogues of many libraries, but there is still
no database that lists every book ever published.
The online catalogue of UDUNL
The catalogue of the University of Debrecen’s libraries provides information about
books, journals, sheet music, video recording, DVDs and audios available in the
university’s collection. It also provides details of the given item’s exact location,
availability and their network data. Readers with membership can check their borrowed
items, if necessary renew the loan period.
Access our website: https://lib.unideb.hu/en

General info:
The system does not distinguish between upper case and lower case letters, however it
distinguishes accented (short or long) vowels.
When search keywords include special characters (e.g.: +, /, -, =), there will not be any
results listed. Replace special characters with a space.
Example: instead of “Complete English-Russian Dictionary”, enter “Complete English
Russian Dictionary”[KA1] )

Should not use apostrophe (‘) while searching.
Example: instead of “D’orta” only put “Dorta” in the search column.

Identifiers referring the document (ISBN, ISSN, Musical number) should be inserted in the
search column without punctuation marks and spaces at all times.
Example: instead of 963-327-026-X, only put 963327026X; instead of E.E 1393 only
EE1393; and instead of 0300-9718 it is supposed to be only 03009718

With the help of the special characters list, it is possible to write letters that are not used
in the Hungarian alphabet (e.g.: ä, ß, ě).

The system does not recognize indefinite or definite articles in the search column in any
language, these are so-called stop words.

Basic Functions:
The most frequently used types of search are:
•
•

simple search and
advanced search

Boolean logical operators
Filter options

Searching with keywords stored in the descriptive record’s data fields of the document.
•

In the complete database – All keywords

•

In a specified field
o title field: search among titles

o
o

author field: search among the authors’ names
subject field: search among subjects

Advanced search: searching with more than one keyword in different fields with logical
operators. Boolean logical operators are used to define the connection among keywords.

When filtering, additional data regarding the document is provided, that are not used as
a priority search aspect. (e.g.: language, date of publication, type, etc.)

In the catalogue, you can filter your search by the following:
•
•
•
•

date: choose a publication date or a time interval
type: choose the type of the document
language: choose the language of the document
library: choose a service point in which collections you would like to search

Resect and mask
You can resect parts from your search keyword (from the beginning or the end of the
word) and replace it with an other character. This is a useful tool when it is important to
find all possible forms of the search keyword. With resect, you can search for plural or
suffixed forms all at once. In the UDUNL catalogue we use the character % to resect. %
can be placed at the beginning/the end/the middle of the word. When it is in the middle,
we call it masking. (e.g.: neurobio% will rerieve neurobiology, neurobiological,
neurobiologie, or neurobiologic, etc.; %physics will stand for physics as well as
metaphysics, etc.; Debrec%en will retrieve either Debrecen or its older form Debreczen.)

Important: Other databases use different characters to resect, you should get informed
on that at all cases.

Searching for an exact phrase:
Use this when you are looking for an exact phrase. In this case your key phrase should be
between quotation marks: “to be or not to be”; “Mikszáth Kálmán”. Without using
quotation marks, the system looks for the words separately.
After the search, you’ll see the number of the search results. The default setting is 12
listings/page but this can be changed.
Hits can be arranged in various orders, there is a chance to choose how the results
appear on the list, or how detailed they’re shown.
By clicking on “Details” next to a search result, the bibliographic data, the exact location
and the status of the document will be shown.

Electronic documents
An electronic document means that it is digitally coded and it is suitable to view on
various platforms.
Electronic documents can be sorted in to the following groups according to accessibility:
•
•

Online, which means that it can be accessed through a live network (e.g.:
online electronic databases, journals)
Offline, which means that it can be accessed without a live network (e.g.: CDROM, DVD)

The important data regarding the work has to be shown in electronic documents as well.
When reusing the content of such a document, it also has to be cited like usual.
The identifiers of an electronic bibliographic source are the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Data regarding the title and the authors
Publishing data
Type and length of the file
Publication and dissemination
Physical characteristics
Series
Notes
Accessibility

Important: The copyright law also applies to electronic documents, therefore to
distribute, to print and to copy them is only allowed in accordance with the law.

Benefits of electronic/online documents:
•
•
•
•
•
•

they can be accessed by more than one person at the same time
they can be accessed from anywhere (e.g. from home), anytime
they can be accessed right after publication
it is easier to search in their content
copies can be made the same quality as the original
they don’t take up physical space

Disadvantages of electronic/online documents:
•
•
•
•
•

if the subscription expires, they no longer can be accessed
interlibrary loan is not possible, or possible but in an immensely limited form
not everything is published in electronic form
it is very expensive for institutions
virus threats

Electronic books
Electronic Books in DEENK
A document created in electronic form, with the same content as a printed book, in some
cases with some extra features such as indexed, searchable content, interactivity, various
extra services and opportunities (e.g.: changeable font size, line spacing options,
dictionary).
They can be viewed with electronic devices.
Electronic books have some formal requirements too, just like regular books. The data
regarding the work have to be presented in every book.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full name of author(s)
Title
Contributors (illustrator, translator, etc.)
In case if the book is not a first edition: the number and the quality of the
edition (e.g.: third revised edition, unchanged reprint)
Name of publisher(s)
Place and year of publication

Important: The copyright law also applies to electronic books, therefore to distribute, to
print and to copy them is only allowed in accordance with the law.

Books and e-books in DEENK
With a search engine called UDiscover you can find printed and electronic books in
Hungarian and other languages.
In the list of UD-subscribed databases, you can search for e-books and book packages
too.
Just to mention a few of the biggest services and publishers:
ClinicalKey, EBSCO, LWW, ProQuest, ScienceDirect, Springer
https://youtu.be/jizuFnXZBNA

Electronic journals
Some journals are 'born digital' in that they are solely published on the web and in a
digital format, but most electronic journals originated as print journals, which
subsequently evolved to have an electronic version, while still maintaining a print
component. As academic research habits have changed in line with the growth of the
internet, the e-journal has come to dominate the journals world.
Electronic journals subscribed by the University of Debrecen can be found on the
UDiscover Publication tab. When searching for journal titles, we can use the Full Text
Access option below the titles to check the time period of our electronic access. If you
see more options that means we have access from different service providers, the access
periods can differ.
https://youtu.be/qaEa-rNmEMw

Download full text
Bibliographic databases usually provide links to the full text of the article. These links
point to external sources which can be:
1. a database from which the article can be freely downloaded. It can be an open
access database or the publisher's site where the article has become available after an
embargo period. (The link always points to the article and does not necessarily mean that
the journal is openly accessable.)
Open access e-journal databases:
•
•

•

•

Pubmed central (PMC) is a free full-text archive of biomedical and life
sciences journal literature with more than 4,2 million articles.
DOAJ (Directory of Open Acces Journals) A databases that lists open access
journals contains
13711 journal from 130 coutries (2019)
PLOS (Public Library of Science) publishes seven peer-reviewed open-access
journals (PLOS One; PLOS Biology; PLOS Medicine; Plos Computational
Biology; PLOS Genetics; PLOS Pathogens; PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases;)
Biomed Central an STM (Science, Technology and Medicine) publisher of 257
peer-reviewed open access journals.

2. a database which is not free to use (e.g. Science Direct, Springer link; Jstore), in case
the library has a subscription articles can be dowloaded (library registration is needed).
Subscribed e-journals in DEENK: E-resources@UD
DEENK subscribed articles marked by this logo:

By clicking on the logo library members are able to download subscribed content.
Free access article in PubMed

Sing of a DEENK subsribed article (Pubmed)

Summon
URL: http://unideb.summon.serialssolutions.com/#!/
Summon
Summon is a search engine collecting and organizing information found on the internet.
Besides from the UD UNL’s catalogue it can get data from other
important databases such as EBSCOhost, Medline, Scopus or WoS. It can also search in
full text databases like ScienceDirect and Google Scholar, which searches among

publications of various subjects and types. The relevance of the listed publications is
based on the number of citations.
Bibliographic data is also shown in UDiscover like in other catalogues. The difference is
that in UDiscover full content is available directly or through external links. Big part of
this content are electronic documents (e-books, e-journals, e-publications etc.), but as a
result of digitizing projects in many libraries, museums and other cultural-academic
institutions it is common to share intellectual heritage this way.
Searching in Summon

Searching is very similar to the technique used in catalogues. With previously specified
parameters the search results can be filtered.
Limit your search to:
•
•
•

field of study (disciplines)
full text
time (date of publishing)

•

language

It is possible to use simple and advanced search, you can specify the search criteria or
use Boole operators to combine search phrases.

Filter your search:
The list of results can be filtered by choosing from the options on the left, in case there
are too many items on the list.
Examples for filtering results:
•
•
•
•
•
•

full text
date of publishing
type of source (book, e-book, academic journal, review, magazine)
subject (based on keyword frequency, or subject headings)
language
or the geographical location where the document was created

Organizing and managing search results
Results can be saved for later in the user’s folder (login for this feature), or even shared
by sending so-called permalinks. With permalinks you can share the results of a
previously made search, or save it for later.
Results stored in the user’s folder can be:
shared via e-mail
• saved as a file
• or exported to a reference-management software (RefWorks, EndNote, Zotero,
etc.)
• share (Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest, Linkedln, WhatsApp, Telegram, Evernote)
We can also work with scientific metric data in the results:
•

https://youtu.be/oy-YERf71E0
https://youtu.be/sTKgv-VLOcA
https://youtu.be/MPCz5Qabj0I

Refworks
The RefWorks reference manager is perfect for institutions that want students and
researchers to produce better, more accurate papers. RefWorks simplifies the process of
research, collaboration, data organization, and writing by providing an easy-to-use tool
for citation, bibliography, and reference management. RefWorks provides round-theclock support, and empowers library administrators to define institutional reference
list styles and analyze usage across the institution.
Benefits:
Collect and import
Find, access, and capture research materials from virtually any source and in any format.
Auto-completion of reference data and retrieval of full text saves time and ensures
accurate citations.
Manage research

Unify materials in one central workspace to facilitate storage and reuse, and take
advantage of powerful tools such as tags, folders, full-text searching, and deduplication,
to access and organize references with ease.
Share and collaborate
Organize, read, annotate and highlight full-text documents individually or share privately
with members of your institution or with any RefWorks user in a collaborative
environment.
Extend library impact
Enhance library’s contribution to research and student success with a fully supported
reference management service, enabling library admins to set and disseminate
institutional styles, analyze usage, and manage copyright compliance.
Source: https://about.proquest.com/en/products-services/refworks
https://youtu.be/FTtDY424zd0

Zotero
Zotero is a free, easy-to-use tool to help you collect, organize, cite, and share research.
Collect with a click.

Zotero is the only software that automatically senses research on the web. Need an
article from JSTOR or a preprint from arXiv.org? A news story from the New York Times
or a book from a library? Zotero has you covered, everywhere.
Organize your way.
Zotero helps you organize your research any way you want. You can sort items into
collections and tag them with keywords. Or create saved searches that automatically fill
with relevant materials as you work.
Cite in style.
Zotero instantly creates references and bibliographies for any text editor, and directly
inside Word, LibreOffice, and Google Docs. With support for over 9,000 citation styles,
you can format your work to match any style guide or publication.
Stay in sync.
Zotero can optionally synchronize your data across devices, keeping your notes, files, and
bibliographic records seamlessly up to date. If you decide to sync, you can also always
access your research from any web browser.

Collaborate freely.
Zotero lets you co-write a paper with a colleague, distribute course materials to students,
or build a collaborative bibliography. You can share a Zotero library with as many people
you like, at no cost.
Rest easy.
Zotero is open source and developed by an independent, nonprofit organization that has
no financial interest in your private information. With Zotero, you always stay in control
of your own data.
Source: https://www.zotero.org/

Mendeley
The new Mendeley Reference Manager has been built using researchers’ feedback to give
you what you need to manage your references even more quickly and effectively.
Store all your references in one place
Build your personal Mendeley library to organize, search and read all your references
Keep all your thoughts together
Mendeley Notebook helps you collate all your highlights and notes from multiple PDFs
Cite seamlessly
Also available: Mendeley Cite, the new citation add-in for Microsoft® Word, takes the
time out of referencing
Source: https://www.mendeley.com/reference-management/reference-manager
https://youtu.be/XTfVCiksapk

EndNote
EndNote is reference management software with features to:
•
•

•
•

Keep all your references and reference-related materials in a searchable
personal library.
Synchronize your references between up to three of your personal computers,
an online library, and your iPad or iPhone through EndNote Sync. (You must
be the owner and user of all three computers.)
Set up a library sharing team and effortlessly collaborate with up to 100 coauthors and colleagues.
Cite your references in word processing documents to create formatted
citations and bibliographies or independent reference lists.

Source: https://clarivate.libguides.com/endnote_training/home

Results
Next, you report the results of your research. You can structure this section around subquestions, hypotheses, or topics. Only report results that are relevant to your objectives
and research questions. In some disciplines, the results section is strictly separated from
the discussion, while in others the two are combined.
For example, for qualitative methods like in-depth interviews, the presentation of the
data will often be woven together with discussion and analysis, while in quantitative and
experimental research, the results should be presented separately before you discuss
their meaning. If you’re unsure, consult with your supervisor and look at sample
dissertations to find out the best structure for your research.
In the results section it can often be helpful to include tables, graphs and charts. Think
carefully about how best to present your data, and don’t include tables or figures that
just repeat what you have written – they should provide extra information or usefully
visualise the results in a way that adds value to your text.
Full versions of your data (such as interview transcripts) can be included as an appendix.

Methodology
The methodology chapter or section describes how you conducted your research,
allowing your reader to assess its validity. You should generally include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The overall approach and type of research (e.g. qualitative, quantitative,
experimental, ethnographic)
Your methods of collecting data (e.g. interviews, surveys, archives)
Details of where, when, and with whom the research took place
Your methods of analysing data (e.g. statistical analysis, discourse analysis)
Tools and materials you used (e.g. computer programs, lab equipment)
A discussion of any obstacles you faced in conducting the research and how
you overcame them
An evaluation or justification of your methods

Your aim in the methodology is to accurately report what you did, as well as convincing
the reader that this was the best approach to answering your research questions or
objectives.

Writing and structuring your dissertation
A dissertation or thesis is a long piece of academic writing based on original research,
submitted as part of an undergraduate or postgraduate degree.
The structure of a dissertation depends on your field, but it is usually divided into at least
four or five chapters (including an introduction and conclusion chapter).
The most common dissertation structure in the sciences and social sciences includes:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

An introduction to your topic
A literature review that surveys relevant sources
An explanation of your methodology
An overview of the results of your research
A discussion of the results and their implications
A conclusion that shows what your research has contributed

Dissertations in the humanities are often structured more like a long essay, building an
argument by analysing primary and secondary sources. Instead of the standard structure
outlined here, you might organise your chapters around different themes or case studies.
Other important elements of the dissertation include the title page, abstract,
and reference list. If in doubt about how your dissertation should be structured, always
check your department’s guidelines and consult with your supervisor.
https://youtu.be/1Ir9z_O4P3A
Source: https://www.scribbr.co.uk/category/thesis-dissertation/

Abstract
The abstract is a short summary of your dissertation, usually about 150-300 words long.
You should write it at the very end, when you’ve completed the rest of the dissertation. In
the abstract, make sure to:
•
•
•
•

State the main topic and aims of your research
Describe the methods you used
Summarise the main results
State your conclusions

Although the abstract is very short, it’s the first part (and sometimes the only part) of
your dissertation that people will read, so it’s important that you get it right. If you’re
struggling to write a strong abstract, read our guide on how to write an abstract.
Source: https://www.scribbr.co.uk/category/thesis-dissertation/

Reference list
You must include full details of all sources that you have cited in a reference
list (sometimes also called a works cited list or bibliography). It’s important to follow a
consistent reference style. Each style has strict and specific requirements for how to
format your sources in the reference list.
The most common styles used in UK universities are Harvard referencing and Vancouver
referencing. Your department will often specify which referencing style you should use –
for example, psychology students tend to use APA style, humanities students often
use MHRA, and law students always use OSCOLA. Make sure to check the requirements,
and ask your supervisor if you’re unsure.

To save time creating the reference list and make sure your citations are correctly and
consistently formatted, you can use our free APA Citation Generator.

