BASIC AND APPLIED SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY MODULE
module leader:  György  Hunyady  MHAS
Module teaching units:
1. THE PAST OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY AND ITS DOMINANT TRENDS
a) The (critical) history of Social Psychology
b) Research paradigms in Social Psychology and related disciplines
2. THE DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL AND SOCIETAL RELATIONSHIPS:COOPERATION
AND COMPETITION
a) Cooperation and competition as basic social processes.
b) Social conflicts (interpersonal and intergroup)
c) Social, self-conscious  and  ’competitive’  emotions (affiliation, pride,
embarrassment, guilt, shame, envy, and jealousy)
d) The individual and the group: social dilemmas and citizenship
3. MOTIVATION IN SOCIETY: THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SOCIETAL PROCESSES
4. POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY AND PUBLIC THOUGHT
5. APPLIED SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY:
a) evaluation of public policies and programmes
b) evaluation of public policies and programmes

Supervised research
The students conduct independent research under the supervision of the teachers of the
submodules (21 credits).

1. THE PAST OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY AND ITS DOMINANT TRENDS
György  Hunyady,  Anna  Kende

a. The (critical) history of Social Psychology
b. Research paradigms in Social Psychology and related disciplines

National characterology from the period of national awakening, and mass psychology
following – a critical approach to – socialist movements both played important roles in the
prehistory of Social Psychology. These pre-scientific attempts point out the strong general
need to a psychological interpretation of societal phenomena. The term, social psychology
and its systematic empiricism appeared at the crossroads of Psychology and Sociology in the
early 20th century. Social Psychology has always been an American science, in which the
pragmatism of the American society played an important role, and in which methodological
individualism could flourish. Descriptive attitude research was followed by research on
group-dynamics, attitude-dynamics and cognitive style at the time of the second World War
and   thereafter.   The   so   called   cognitive   revolution   in   the   70’s   can   be   explained   by   both  
scientific and social changes which led to the quarter-century-long dominance of the
paradigm of information-processing. At the beginning of the 21st century, the period of
studying group-based emotions and ideologies appeared, in which two subdominant
approaches – the collectivistic and the affective – merged. The study of the history and
prehistory of Social Psychology can demonstrate the changing research strategies of the
discipline, the role that the American and European cultural context played in it, and
furthermore the specific challenges that the East-Central European context presents, which
despite or as a matter of fact because of the ambiguities of societal developments in the
region, offers valuable explanations of international relevance as well. The historical analysis
of Social Psychology overviews the international scientific literature, the main research
groups and the system of their connections.

Readings:
Baumeister, R.F., Vohs, K.D. (2012) (Eds.). New directions in social psychology. Vol. 1-5.
(Sage Library in Social Psychology). Los Angeles: SAGE.
Farr, R.M., 1996, The roots of modern social psychology. Oxford: Blackwell

Fiske, S.T., Gilbert, D.T., Lindzey, G. (2010) (Eds.). Handbook of social psychology. (Fifth
edition) Vol. 1-2. New York: Wiley.
Graumann, C.F., Moscovici, S. (1985) (Eds.). Changing conceptions of crowd mind and
behavior. New York: Springer.
Hamilton, D.L. (2005). (Ed.). Social cognition. (Key readings in social psychology). New
York: Psychology Press.
Hunyady, Gy. (2004) Social  stereotypes  and  the  „implicit  social  theory”  In:  Perspectivism in
Social Psychology, The Yin and Yang of Scientific Progress. (Ed. Jost, J. T., Banaji, M.
R., Rentice D. A.) Washington D. C. APA, . 187-201.
Jahoda, G. (2007). A history of social psychology. From the Eighteenth-Century
Enlightenment to the Second World War. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Kruglanski, A.W., Stroebe, W. (2012) (Eds.). Handbook of the history of social psychology.
New York: Psychology Press.
McGuire, W.J. (1999). Constructing social psychology. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.
Sahakian, W.S. (1982). History and systems of social psychology. (2nd edition). Washington:
Hemisphere.
Van Ginneken, J. (1992). Crowds, psychology, and politics, 1871-1899. (Cambridge studies
in the history of psychology). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Van Lange, P.A.M., Kruglanski, A.W., Higgins, E.T. (Eds.)(2012):Theories of social
psychology. Los Angeles: SAGE.

2. THE DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL AND SOCIETAL RELATIONSHIPS:
COOPERATION AND COMPETITION
Márta  Fülöp,  Mihály  Berkics

a) Cooperation and competition as basic social processes.
b) Social conflicts (interpersonal and intergroup)
c) Social, self-conscious  and  ’competitive’  emotions  (affiliation,  pride,  embarrassment,  
guilt, shame, envy, and jealousy)
d) The individual and the group: social dilemmas and citizenship

In this course, competition and cooperation will be considered as basic phenomena of social
and societal processes from various theoretical and empirical approaches. The course will be
announced in four versions, focusing on different aspects of competition and cooperation in
each semester. Topics covered will include the relationship between competition and
cooperation, various forms of competition, esp. constructive vs destructive, the psychology of
winning and losing as well as gender and cross-cultural differences in competition. After
these, the course will be focused on conflict, social emotions related to cooperation and
competition, social dilemmas and the psychology of citizenship.

Readings:
Due to the wide range of topics covered, the list of readings can change between semesters.
Bercovich, V., Kremenyuk, V., Zartman, I.V. (2009) The Sage Handbook of Conflict
Resolution. London: Sage Publications.
Charlesworth, W.R. (1988) Resources and resource acquisition during ontogeny. In:
MacDonald, A.B. (szerk.) Sociobiological Perspectives on Human Development.
Springer Verlag. 24-77Coleman, A.M. (eds.) Cooperation and Competition in Humans
and Animals. Van Nostrand Reinhold.
Fülöp,  M.(2004)  Competition  as  a  culturally  constructed  concept.  In:  C.  Baillie;;  E.  Dunn,  Y.  
Zheng (eds.) Travelling facts. The Social Construction, Distribution, and Accumulation of
Knowledge. Frankfurt/New York: Campus Verlag. 124-148

Fülöp,  M.  (2008)  Educating  the  cooperative  competitive  citizen.  In:  K.  Tirri  (eds.)  Educating
moral sensibilities in Urban Schools. Rotterdam: Sense Publishers. 171-187.
Greer, J., (1992) Adult Sibling Rivalry, Crown Publishers, Inc., New York
Henrich, N., Henrich, J. (2007) Why humans cooperate. A cultural and evolutionary
explanation. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Keddy, P.A. (2001) Competition. Kluver Academic Publishers.
Navaro, L., Schwartzberg, S.L. (2007) Envy, Competition and Gender. London: Routledge
Ninivaggi, F.J. (2010) Envy Theory. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers
Olzak, S. (1992) The dynamics of ethnic competition and conflict. Stanford University Press.
Ross, A., Fülöp,  M., Pergar Kuscer, M. (2006) (eds.) Teachers’  and  Pupils’  Constructions  of  
Competition and Cooperation: A three-country study of Slovenia, Hungary and England.
Ljubljana:University of Ljubljana Press. 1-266.
Schneider, B.H, Soteras de Toro, M. sP., Woodburn, S., Fülöp,  M., Cervino, C., Bernstein, S.,
Sandor, M., (2006) Cross-cultural differences in competition among children and
adolescents. In: Chen, X., French. D., Schneider, B. (eds.) Peer Relationships in Cultural
Context. Cambridge University Press. 310-339
Schneider, B., Benenson, J., Fülöp,   M., Berkics,   M.,   Sándor,   M.   (2011)   Cooperation   and  
Competition. In: P.K. Smith, C.H. Hart (Eds) The Wiley-Blackwell Handbook of
Childhood Social Development. London: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 472-490
Suleiman, R., Budescu, D.V., Fischer, I., Messick, D. M. (2004) Contemporary psychological
research on social dilemmas. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Sullivan, B.A., Snyder, M., Sullivan, J.L. (2008) Cooperation. Blackwell Publishing.
Van de Vliert, E. (1999) Cooperation and Competition as Partners. European Review of
Social Psychology. Vol. 10. 231-257

3. MOTIVATION IN SOCIETY: THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SOCIETAL PROCESSES
György  Hunyady,  Márta  Fülöp

In accordance with the module which it is part of, this course considers both the macrostructural conditions in society and motives working at the level of the individual (cumulating
in macro-level social processes) which keep society in motion and set the course of its
movement.  The  notion  of  a  ’motivated  society’  may  not  entirely  be  mainstream,  but  it  is  well  
supported by social psychological research in Hungary, drawing on well-known social
psychological theories of the forces moving or hindering societal groups, the motive for and
the use of power, as well as the level of aspirations and the dynamics of the economy. In this
context, special concern shall be given to perceptions of norms and social (in)justice, the
motivation to collective action, the ubiquitous topic of the authoritarian personality (and
society) and symbolic politics, the dynamics of economical enterprise and consumerism, and,
as an important factor influencing these processes, the psychology of trust. Models in the
literature will be reviewed about the factors influencing well-being and discontent in society
as well as its emotional atmosphere, also considering the societal consequences. The analysis
of macro-structural (inter-group and inter-class) changes will be accompanied by the more
detailed and specific study of the emotional aspects and dynamics of inter-personal
relationships, based on both international and Hungarian research.

Readings:
Argyle, M. (1994). The psychology of social class. London: Rouledge.
Berinsky, A.J.(Editor)( 2011): New Directions in Public Opinion (New Directions in
American Politics) Published by Routledge, 336p.
Bobocel, D.R., Kay, A.C., Zanna, M.P., Olson, J.M. (2010). The psychology of justice and
legitimacy: The Ontario Symposium Vol.11., New York: Psychology Press.
Cropanzano, R., Stein, J.H., Nadisic, T. (2011). Social justice and the experience of emotion.
New York: Routledge.322p.
De Rivera (1992). Emotional climate: Social structure and emotional dynamics. In: K. T.
Strongman (ed.), International Review of Studies on Emotion. New York: John Wiley &
Sons.

De Rivera, Paez (2007). Emotional climate, human security, and cultures of peace. Journal of
Social Issues, 63(2), 233-253.
Diener, E., Suh E. M. (2000). Culture and subjective well-being. Cambridge (Mass), The MIT
Press.
Ginar-Sorolla, R. (2012). Judging passions. Moral emotions in persons and groups. New
York: Psychology Press.
Hunyady, Gy(1998) Stereotypes during the decline and fall of communism. (International
Series of Experimental Social Psychology. Szerk. P.W. Robinson) Routledge, London
and New York, 334 o.
Lane R. E. (2000). The Loss of Happiness in Market democracies. New Haven. Yale
University Press.
Markova, I, Gillespie, A. (2012) (Eds). Trust and conflict. Representation, culture and
dialogue. London: Routledge.
Oishi, Sh. (2012) :The Psychological Wealth of Nations Do Happy People Make a Happy
Society? John Wiley & Sons 260p.
Parrorr, W.G. (2001). (Ed.). Emotions in social psychology. (Key readings in social
psychology)Philadelphia: Psychology Press.

4. POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY AND PUBLIC THOUGHT
Hunyady  György,  Kiss  Paszkál

Ideological public opinions, their personal relevance and related political behavior are
important subjects of social psychological research as they reveal the bonds between the
individual and political community. Studying historical processes, especially the power
relations of past dictatorships is essential to develop the conceptual background for political
psychology. Acknowledging these backgrounds, the processes of governance and political
elections in democracies are in the focus of our course. It is in our special interest to study the
quarter-century of Hungarian democracy after the fall of communism. It provides a possibility
to study long term tendencies with dedicated methodological tools and on a well-constructed
theoretical-conceptual basis. Theories about intergroup relations are central to contemporary
social psychology. They are relevant to the Hungarian context too, but need certain
reconsiderations. Justification of the system and counter-selection processes are seen in a
specific light here, as interestingly interconnected to public views about the rule of law and
about the democratic political system on the one hand, and to value systems and political
ideologies on the other. Popular conceptions of the nation, motivations for social equality, and
social/societal well-being – latter being a key concept for social psychology – are to be
considered for understanding the shades of conservative, socialist, and liberal ideologies in
Hungary. Thus the course deals with classic topics of political psychology but extends its
scope to other traditional fields of social psychology that are closely related to political
processes and adds the specificities of the Hungarian case to them.

Readings:
Borgida, E., Federico, C.M., Sullivan, J.L.,(Eds.), (2009) The political psychology of
democratic citizenship. (Series in political psychology). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Ferrero, G. (1942) The Principles of Power. New York: C. P. Putnam.
Haslam, S.A., Reicher, S.D., Platow, M.J., (2011) The new psychology of leadership. Identity,
influence and power. New York: Psychology Press.
James, P. (1996) Nation formation. Towards a theory of abstract community. London: SAGE
Jost, J., & Sidanius, J. (2004) (Eds.) Political Psychology. New York: Psychology Press.

Kershaw, I., Lewin, M. (1997) Stalinism and Nazism : Dictatorships in Comparison.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Lipset, S. M. (1960): Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics. New York: Doubleday.
Lukacs, J., (2005) Democracy and Populism: Fear & Hatred. New Haven: Yale University
Press.
McGuire, W. J. (1993) The Poly-Psy Relationship: Three Phases of a Long Affair. In S.
lyengar & W. J. McGuire (eds.) Explorations in Political Psychology (pp. 9-35). Durham:
Duke University Press.
Sears, D. O., Huddy, L. & Jervis, R. (2003) (eds.) Oxford Handbook of Political Psychology.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

5. APPLIED SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY: EVALUATION OF PUBLIC POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES –VERSION A.
Katalin Felvinczi, Ph.D.

There is a steadily growing interest towards policy evaluation in our days. The interest in
policy evaluation is substantiated – inter alia – by the recognition that some public policies are
highly vulnerable to politics. It is especially true in case of public policies aiming at tackling
social problems which are wicked problems (problems interpreted in the moral space, R.
Room, 2005) or try offer interventions for them. In this regard studying certain realms of
social attitudes and belief systems can be seen as an important starting point; one of the basic
questions is: how the public opinion, their patterns may have an impact on the evolution of the
aforementioned vulnerability. Another specific aspect of policy evaluation is that we do not
have appropriately defined methodology for its implementation. This situation is very much
different from that of the evaluation of interventions and/or programmes. The proposed course
will try to become informed regarding the above mentioned topics on the borderline of social
psychology and political sciences. As evaluation related questions are scarcely mentioned
during the BA and MA courses the students would become familiar with some basic
theoretical and practical considerations regarding this issue. The students will become
familiar with some basic considerations related to policy analysis and policy evaluation. As
there is a general expectation according to which in our educational system at all levels the
students should be empowered with skills and competencies which can be utilised either
during their research activities or in practice the course will provide the opportunity to get an
insight into the everyday practice of policy development and evaluation/analysis. The content
will be structured according to 4 main domains: (i) public policy processes, (ii) public policy
development; (iii) ex-ante evaluation, (iv) ex-post evaluation. The robust applied social
psychology related knowledge can be well utilised in many different aspects, among them in
relation to the communication of evaluation results and also in the course of producing policy
briefs. As far as the course related research activities are concerned the development of a
well-grounded and reliable set of instruments appropriate for policy evaluation would be an
important task.
Readings:
Birkland, T. A. (2005). An Introduction to the Policy Process: Theories, Concepts, and
Models of Public Policy Making. Second edition. M.E. Sharpe: Armonk, New York.

Dye, Thomas R. (2005). Understanding Public Policy. 11th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ:
Pearson Prentice Hall.
Haynes, S. A.; Derrick E. G.; Chapman S.; Redman, S.; Hall D. W.; Gillespie J.; Sturk, H.
(2011) From  “our  world”  to  the  “real  world”:  Exploring  the  views  and  behaviour  of  policyinfluential Australian public health researchers, Social Science & Medicine 72 1047-1055
Julian d. A., Jones, A., Deyo, D. (1995): Open systems evaluation and the logic model:
program planning and evaluation tools, Evaluation and Program Planning. Vol. 18. No. 4.
pp. 333 341.
Miller, L., R. (2012): Logic models A useful way to study theories of evaluation practice?
Evaluation and Program Planning 2013/vol.38. 77-80
O’Brien,  T.,  Payne,  Sh.,  Nolan,  M.,  Ingleton  Ch.(2010): Unpacking the Politics of Evaluation:
A Dramaturgical Analysis, Evaluation October vol. 16 no. 4 431-444
Pawson R. (2002): Evidence-based Policy: In Search of a Method1, Evaluation, Vol 8(2):
157–181,
Rosenstock, L., Lee, L. J.: Attacks on Science (2002): The Risks to Evidence-Based Policy,
American Journal of Public Health, January, Vol 92, No. 1
Sabatier, P. (2006) (ed.) Theories of the Policy Process. 2nd edition. Boulder: Westview Press
Sridharan S., Nakaima, A. (2011): Ten steps to making evaluation matter, Evaluation and
Program Planning 34 135–146
William N. Dunn. (2004). Public Policy Analysis: An Introduction. 3rd. Ed. Upper Saddle
River, NJ: Pearson Prentice-Hall
Young, K., Ashby, D., Boaz A., Grayson, L. (2002): Social Science and the Evidence-based
Policy Movement, Social Policy & Society 1:3,  215±224,  

5. APPLIED SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY: EVALUATION OF PUBLIC POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES –VERSION B.
György  Fábri  Ph.D.

The course is studying public policies, institutional practices and their impact on performance
measurement and public perceptions in the field of higher education and media. Students
would become familiar with the epistemological background and social psychology related
aspects of evaluation techniques currently in use. Another important task of the course to
introduce the ideological, public opinion and social sciences related underpinnings of public
policies, social programmes.

Topics:
a) Public policy development as a cognitive and community based process;
b) The interpretation of being efficient and successful in the context of societal and
community perceptions
c) The interpretation of scientific achievements – institutional solutions (citations,
impact factor, patents, progress, etc.)
d) University rankings, their interpretation from communicational and substantial
perspectives.
e) Functions of public media, methods of evaluation
f) Development of indicators, underpinning considerations, operationalisation.
g) The strength of the market orientated and meritocratic aspects, the social background
of their utilisation.
h) The ethos of measurement, historical antecedents, scientific and methodological
considerations.
Readings:
Habermas, J. (1989): The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere MIT Press, Boston
Hazelkorn, E. (2011): Rankings and the Reshaping of Higher Education. Palgrave Macmillan.
Hamphsire-New York,
Leydesdorff, L.(2011) : The Challenge of Scientometrics The Development, Measurement,
and Self-Organization of Scientific Communications. Universal-Publishers Leiden.
Porter, T. (1995) : Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of Objectivity in Science and Public Life.
Princeton University Press. Princeton. New Jersey,
Shin, J.Ch., Toutkoushian, R.K., Teichler, U. (Ed.)(2011) : University Rankings. Theoretical
Basis, Methodology and Impact on Global Higher Education. Springer, Dothrecht,
Heidelberg, London, New York. 271 p.

