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Chapter 1. SOCIETY AS RESOURCE 
AND RISK II. SEMINAR 

Dr. Antal Tóth 

A tananyag a TÁMOP-4.1.2.A/1-11/1-2011-0038 számú projekt keretében készült. 

This course is realized as a part of the TÁMOP-4.1.2.A/1-11/1-2011-0038 project. 

 

 

1. Preface 

Geographer MSc started in 2011/12 school year in the Department of Geography, in the Eszterházy Károly 

College. Students can choose between two unique specializations: resource and risk analysis and regional 

manager. 

Students of geographer specialized in resource and risk analysis will be able to explore new resources, the 

sustainable utilization of them, in addition the recognition and rational moderation of global and local 

environmental risks. 

Besides natural and physical geographical knowledge the integration of topics relating to society and social 

environment into the educational program is provided, since these are necessary in the world of 21th century 

that can be characterized with the appreciation of human resources and risks as well. 

Course of society as resource and risk is involved into the differentiated professional knowledge of the 

specialization, in the third semester as lecture, in the fourth as seminar. 

Present e-teaching material is made for the seminar of the course, it is the continuation of lecture e-teaching 

material. 

However many literature are available in the topic, according to our knowledge there is not any academic 

textbook or lecture note, which would present knowledge relating to society with similar thematic and aspect. 

I would like to express my thanks for my helpful and supporting colleagues, who contributed to make this 

lecture note, Dr. György Kajati associate professor, Zsuzsa Piskóti-Kovács and Enikő Kovács junior researchers. 



 SOCIETY AS RESOURCE AND 

RISK II. SEMINAR 
 

 2  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

2. 1. Geographical description of labour market 
process, labour supply and demand 

2.1. 1.1. Content 

Definition of labour market; models of labour market; rudiments of labour market;geographical description of 

labour supply anddemand; territorial differences of unemployment and the population’s economical activity. 

2.2. 1.2. Review of the curriculum 

Labour market 

„The labour market is a market in economy related to sale and purchase of labour force. The sellers (supply) are 

those who are looking for jobs, and all these are the labour supply. The sellers (demand) are the employers, and 

all these are the labour demand. The difference between labour supply and demand is the lack of labour or 

labour surplus (unemployment). The lack of labour is advantageous for employees. The labour surplus is 

advantageous for sellers.” (http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munkaer%C5%91piac). 

The labour market is the place of the work as production factor’s supply and demand. The market rules apply to 

it like in other markets’ case, although it belongs to the so-called „non-perfect markets”. 

Influential factors of labour market (Thész, G. 2011): 

• The external environmental conditions: 

• Economic environment: change of demand; balance and dynamics of economy; competitive environment; 

globalization; innovation, information, informatics. 

• Social and legal environment: social values; law of labour, protection of interests; social dialogue; training; 

social care. 

• Labour market environment: employment and its structure; unemployment and its structure; regulation and 

flexibility of the market. 

• Internal conditions: company culture; organization strategy (increase, reduce); size; bureaucracy; product, 

technology; employees’ qualifications, cultures and attitudes; roles of trade unions. 

„Characters of labour market: 

• Employers: represent the labour supply, employ given numbered and compound labour at a stated time. 

• Employees: labour supply, those who work or apply for jobs and want to work within a stated time. 

• State (legislation, government): regulatest he market with means of employment policy, economical policy, 

educational policy, demographic policy and division policy. 

• Trade unions: in both sides making agreements, solving conflicts with means of work.” (Thész, G. 2011, pp. 

2-3.) 

Models of labour market  (Thész, G. 2011, 4. p.): 

1. Pure market model: every intervention makes the marketing effects blunt, so they are minimalized, and thus 

the market logics, the competition prevails. Complete freedom and independence for participants who follow 

their interests. They are polarized by this model, there are a lot of conflicts. 

2. Social model: „The market functions, but the social control is strong. It tries to compensate the negative social 

effects of the labour market.” 

3. Welfare state model (social democracy): The state is resbonsible for avoiding the negative effects and for this 

it has the next implements: the economic management, high level employment, significant centralization, the 
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well-functioned social providing systems. However the considerable intervention limits the success of the 

marketing mechanism. 

4.”Caring” company (Japanese model): Having strong and mutual attachment between the employer and 

employee. In this case the social feature functions basically in micro-level. The employer takes responsibility for 

their employees. Devoted work and unconditional faithfulness is its compensation. Emphasis is on the company 

internal market.” 

5. Social market economy (German model): The market effectiveness and care work together. On one hand it 

means state regulations, on the other hand the independent agreement among partners of labour market. In crisis 

the employer also has social-care obligations. From economic reasons this model has been financed less and 

less. 

Rudiments of labour market: 

1. According to the method of Hungarian census (http://www.ksh.hu/nepszamlalas/docs/modszertan.pdf): 

Economically active population : employed and unemployed. 

Employed: every 15 year-old and older person who had income by doing at least one-hour work in the previous 

week, or who was only temporarily away from their permanent work. 

Unemployed: who did not work in the week before the given time, who was actively looking for a job in the last 

four weeks, or who will start work within two weeks (getting unemployment benefit is not condition of 

qualifying as unemployed). 

Economically not active population:  inactive seekers and dependants. 

Inactive seekers: who were not looking for a job in the time of recording but who had income: pensioners; who 

educate, bring children up; who get social benefit, who live from their wealth or other income which has no 

connection with work. 

Dependants: children, who are under 15 and do not study; regular students who do not work and who are not 

inactive job-seekers; other dependants (eg. housewives). 

2. According to the Central Statistical Office’s methodical materials 

(http://www.ksh.hu/docs/hun/modsz/modsz21.html): 

The labour survey of CSO, which includes the representative condition of private households, 

provides information about 15-74 year-old people’s economic activities. The aim of collecting data is to study 

the changes of employment and unemployment according to statistical offers using the concepts of the 

International Labour Office (ILO). 

„Passive unemployee: among economically not active people who want to work and who are able to start 

working within two weeks , but who do not look for a job because they think it to be hopeless. 

Rate of activeness: economically active ones per cent of the population in the right age category. 

Rate of unemployment: the unemployees per cent of the economically active population in the right age 

category. 

Rate of employment: the employees per cent of the economically active population in the right age category. 

Registered job-seekers: who has all conditions to start working, who is not a regular student at any institution, 

who is not a pensioner, who is not in rehabilitation and who has no temporary job, who cooperates with the state 

employment institution and who is registered as a job-seeker by the state employment institution. 

Registered starting jobseekers: who is under 25 – in case of higher educated who is under 30 –, who has all 

conditions to start working, who is registered job-seeker and who has no rights for any jobsearching supports 

after finish their studies.” 

Features of the today’s labour market (Thész, G. 2011, 5. p.): 
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• demographic trends: aging of population, their number is decreasing in the developed countries; 

• the active population’s loads are increasing; 

• low employment; 

• high inactiveness; 

• high rate of stable unemployment; 

• the labour market must be more flexible (atypical employment: distance work, labour lending). 

Types of unemployment (Thész, G. 2011, pp. 5-6.): 

„A, Voluntary 

1. structural: due to the segmented labour market the demand does not accord with. 

2. frictional: problem of flexibility, lack of information 

• speculative unemployees: count on the cyclic changes of real wages, so they have work when the real wages 

are high; 

• cautious unemployees: they have a well-paid job offer but they still wait to start it from different reasons (eg. 

family, studies, etc.); 

• search unemployees: who quit because they are not satisfied with salary or work conditions; they spend their 

time on searching jobs. 

B, Involuntary 

Global oversupply, which generally appears de conjuncture, in economic crisis; in large number of dismissal.” 

Table 1.1 Rate of 15-64 year-olds’ employments (2001-2011) (%) 
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Source:  

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/2a/Employment_rate%2C_age_group_15-

64%2C_2001-2011_%28%25%29.png – 20/11/2013 

 

Figure 1.1 Rate of 15-64 year-olds’ employments (2011) (%) 

Source: 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/22/Employment_rate%2C_age_group_15-

64%2C_2011_%28%25%29.png – 20/11/2013 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/2a/Employment_rate%2C_age_group_15-64%2C_2001-2011_%28%25%29.png
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/2a/Employment_rate%2C_age_group_15-64%2C_2001-2011_%28%25%29.png
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/22/Employment_rate%2C_age_group_15-64%2C_2011_%28%25%29.png
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/22/Employment_rate%2C_age_group_15-64%2C_2011_%28%25%29.png
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Figure 1.2 Changes of the unemployment’s rate (2000 – Nov. 2013) 

Source:  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/f/fc/Unemployment_rates_EU-

28%2C_EA-17%2C_US_and_Japan%2C_seasonally_adjusted%2C_January_2000_-_November_2013_.png – 

20/11/2013 

Table 1.2 Changes of the unemployment’s rate (2001-2012) (%) 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/f/fc/Unemployment_rates_EU-28%2C_EA-17%2C_US_and_Japan%2C_seasonally_adjusted%2C_January_2000_-_November_2013_.png
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/f/fc/Unemployment_rates_EU-28%2C_EA-17%2C_US_and_Japan%2C_seasonally_adjusted%2C_January_2000_-_November_2013_.png
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Source:  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/20/Unemployment_rate%2C_2001-

2012_%28%25%29.png – 20/11/2013 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/20/Unemployment_rate%2C_2001-2012_%28%25%29.png
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/2/20/Unemployment_rate%2C_2001-2012_%28%25%29.png
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Figure 1.3 The unemployment rate of the 15-74 year-old inhabitants according to NUTS 2 regions (2011) 

Source:  

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/3/39/Unemployment_rate%2C_persons_aged_15_to

_74_year%2C_by_NUTS_2_regions%2C_2011_%28%25%29.png – 

20/11/2013 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/3/39/Unemployment_rate%2C_persons_aged_15_to_74_year%2C_by_NUTS_2_regions%2C_2011_%28%25%29.png
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/images/3/39/Unemployment_rate%2C_persons_aged_15_to_74_year%2C_by_NUTS_2_regions%2C_2011_%28%25%29.png
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Figure 1.4 Division of the population according to the economical activity in Hungary 

(1990, 2001, 2001) 

Source: http://www.ksh.hu/js/nepszamlalas/grafikonok/03_kotet/index.html#!4|0 – 20/11/2013 

 

Figure 1.5 The main data of labour market in Hungary (2001-2013) 

Source: http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/tortenelmi_csucson_a_magyar_munkanelkulisegi_rata.183185.html – 

20/11/2013 

http://www.ksh.hu/js/nepszamlalas/grafikonok/03_kotet/index.html#!4%7c0
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Figure 1.6 Changes of the unemployment rate in Hungary (1998-2012) 

Source: http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/tortenelmi_csucson_a_magyar_munkanelkulisegi_rata.183185.html – 

20/11/2013 

 

Figure 1.7 The unemployment situation in Hungary (October, 2013) 

Source: 

http://www.geoindex.hu/temakorok/munkanelkuliseg/munkanelkuliseg-magyarorszagon-2013-oktober/ – 

20/11/2013 

2.3. 1.3. Questions, tasks 

1.  

http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/tortenelmi_csucson_a_magyar_munkanelkulisegi_rata.183185.html
http://www.geoindex.hu/temakorok/munkanelkuliseg/munkanelkuliseg-magyarorszagon-2013-oktober/
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3. 2. International labour flow 

3.1. 2.1. Content 

Historical overview of international labour flow; guest workers in Western-Europe and petroleum countries; 

social, economic aspects (countries of origin and receiving countries). 

3.2. 2.2. Review of the curriculum 

Historical overview of international labour flow 

Migration as one type of labour-mobility is a natural process; it is the part of labour market balancing 

mechanisms. Migration regularly flows from regions having unfavourable economic situation to regions having 

more favourable. This process could be permanently reserved by developmental differences between countries. 

Risk of migration is growing in parallel with strengthening the migration pressure, migrants ready to put up 

work in more distant work places with worse conditions (Hárs, Á. 2013). 

The international migration processes have been intensifying since the years of 1980 and they show new 

characteristics. The migration of 1960’s and 1970’s was spatially concentrated, it was limited in Western-

Europe and the Mediterranean countries and was motivated by labour shortages of receiving country; 

immigrants – with few exceptions – were unqualified or low-skilled. It has changed in the last decades: 

migration has become a global phenomenon, its territory has broadened in sense of geography, it has become 

even popular among qualified workers (however still the majority of immigrants are low-skilled); in addition it 

is determined significantly by the economic and political conditions of county of origin. Main direction of 

movement is typically from the East to West; and from Asia to Australia, to Canada, to the USA and to the 

United Kingdom. People, who are willing to be immigrant puts pressure on the continental Western-European 

countries. Western-Europe needed to the abroad labour force in decades after the Second World War because of 

the labour shortage. In the meantime it has changed and Western-Europe has not got shortage in low-skilled 

labour force. It enhances the efforts to restrict immigration (Falusné Szikra, K. 1999). After 1945 almost all 

states of Western-Europe were attractive for the foreign workers. This effect was realised in the first times 

mostly by the migration from Southern-Europe, however in the end of the 1960’s the migrants came usually 

from Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean and from the developing countries of the Middle East (Sík, E. 2012). 

The Southern-European countries (Italy, Spain, and Portugal) – which were countries of origin a decade earlier 

– have begun to import African, Asian and Middle-East workers in the year of 1998 as well. At the same time 

even more migrants received to Japan – which can be characterized with low and even still decreasing birth rate, 

aging society and high living conditions – from the poorer Asian, Latin-American countries, in order to be able 

to meet the demands on labour force (Sik E. 2012). Overviewing the migration situation of the world (Figure 

2.1) one could establish that nowadays the USA is still the number one destination country of migrants. 
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Figure 2.1 The migration map of the world in 2010 

Source:  http://www.theguardian.com/  – 22/05/2013 

Despite the majority of developed countries have become multi-colour and multinational society, countries have 

definitely started into this direction, which earlier were not concerned by the movements; the theoretical bases 

are even weak that could support to understand the forces indicating migration. Citizens, officials and 

demographers are watching surprised the present immigration flow, the international migration has remained the 

captive of concepts and models derived from the nineteenth century in the public opinion (Sik, E. 2012). Large 

amounts of data have become available and analysable since the years of 1980’s and it contributed the more 

nuanced approach of the question. It became obvious, that the effect of immigration depends on the existing 

macro-economic conditions, extent and time of immigration, characteristics of immigrant labour and general 

labour market situation of receiving country. If the immigrant performs an activity, which is not performed by a 

domestic worker, it does not cause competition. The most serious contradiction of international migration is that 

it mainly expands for the low-qualified or the completely unqualified labour, while the demand on this type of 

labour is decreasing in the highly developed countries. The employment problem caused by migration is 

merging the general, mainly unsolved global problems of employment (Falusné Szikra, K. 1999). 

Guest workers in Western-Europe and petroleum countries 

The migration after Second World War consists of several phases. The first stage (the second part of the 1940’s) 

is characterized with the homecoming of persons, who left their homes partly before the war and partly during 

the war due to the war. The defeated countries (Germany, Hungary) had to accept displaced and escaped 

minorities from the neighbourhood countries. First the white officer of independent colonies returned home in 

the middle of 1950’s to Great-Brittan, France, Belgium and Netherlands. The guest worker migration is even 

significant in this period. The industrial countries of Western-Europe began to do recruitment in order to cover 

their further labour demand in the Mediterranean countries after the integration of displaced and colonial 

returners. Germany joined later to the labour force recruitment – having theoretically a rotation nature –, 

because there were opportunity for employing Eastern-German employees until the built of Berlin Wall. The 

countries of the European Community stopped the labour-immigration due to the first petroleum-price crisis in 

the beginning of the 1970’s. The foreign workers responded with final establishment to the limitation of 

immigration, moreover they jointed their families left home. The theoretically temporary system failed: the 

foreign workers have become de facto immigrants (Cseresnyés, F. 1996). Relating to this it is worth to analyse 

the spatial distribution of migration (Figure 2.2) and number of immigrants in Western-Europe after the year of 

2000 (Table 2.1). 

http://www.theguardian.com/
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Figure 2.2 Net migration – per thousand inhabitants (2011) 

Source:  http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistical-atlas/gis/viewer/?chapter=02 – 22/05/2013 

Table 2.1 Number of immigrants in Western-European countries (examples) (capita) 
 

  
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Belgium : : : : : 58 025 : : 60 893 61 405 

Denmark 9 941 9 966 11 120 13 149 16 833 21 381 19 970 16 218 16 671 18 116 

Germany 280 641 265 

424 
301 486 318 378 320 

727 
343 851 335 914 125 

772 
156 779 226 

396 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistical-atlas/gis/viewer/?chapter=02
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Ireland : : : : 91 528 78 377 44 913 23 495 21 320 20 621 

Spain 137 604 194 

803 
249 278 257 767 304 

349 
389 203 168 374 124 

008 
127 974 128 

856 

France : : : : 66 128 64 875 65 411 57 943 71 926 81 342 

Italy 32 325 107 

550 
95 300 72 470 67 838 324 801 212 862 136 

133 
118 611 113 

808 

Luxembourg 8 493 9 713 9 756 11 297 11 512 12 859 13 906 11 929 12 592 14 954 

Netherlands 24 923 22 906 26 351 27 519 31 921 43 228 55 413 42 259 46 389 50 532 

Austria 31 143 35 332 42 895 43 819 43 197 52 251 55 321 39 068 41 334 64 491 

Portugal : : : : : : 4 082 3 999 2 395 2 031 

Finland 3 270 3 312 4 159 4 594 5 368 6 803 7 346 6 472 7 101 8 429 

Sweden 14 855 14 499 16 417 18 421 25 482 31 352 30 389 26 857 24 154 25 106 

UK : : : : : 171 863 197 720 167 

424 
175 960 174 

135 

Iceland : : : : : 8 180 6 403 2 013 1 678 1 585 

Norway : : : : : : 32 180 26 884 37 266 39 960 

Source: EUROSTAT 

*************************************************************************** 

Case study 1 

The case study demonstrates one part of the study of „Salt, J. (2001): The European migration area”. Read 

carefully and analyse the situation of employees settled in Europe! 

How many foreign employees do live in Europe? The settled staff 

“It is difficult to find accurate and comparable data about the labour force in Europe, than about the whole 

foreign population. Besides it is difficult to discover that the data who are covered by these numbers and where 

they derived from. Moreover the unregistered workers have a greater role in the labour market in their 

proportion, than the unregistered residents among the whole population. There were about 7,41 million foreign 

workers in Western-Europe in 1997. This was a significant growth (27 %) comparing it to data of 1988 (6,2 

million), but only 1% growth could be detected since 1994. It seems that the registered foreign labour force have 

not changed significantly in the last few years. We can analyse the situation from a longer perspective, if we 

compare the data of 1980’s, 1988 and 1996 in case of eight countries having relating statistics (Austria, Finland, 

France, Germany, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Switzerland, and Sweden). 4,63 million foreign workers could be 

found in these countries in 1980, but this number decreased to 4,45 million in 1988. Their numbers increased to 

5, 14 million in 1997 which indicates 15,5% growth. Nevertheless the number of foreign workers had increased 

in these eight countries since 1980. These statistics in the Eastern-European countries are not complete; majority 

of them does not take workers staying for a short period the illegal workers into consideration. The number of 

registered data is low – particularly compared to the data of Western-Europe – moreover it fluctuated in the last 

years. 
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The turning point of population processes was in the middle of 1980’s in all Western-European countries – 

where data are provided –; it reflected in the labour in-flow as a steady growth until the first part of 1990’s. Ever 

since the reduction of labour in-flow is typical, although significant growth could be detected in some countries: 

it was typical for Austria, Denmark, Luxemburg, Spain, United Kingdom and Germany in 1997. The growth – it 

concerned mainly the qualified labour force – could be interpreted as an answer for the economic growth. 

Nevertheless the statistics underestimate the real in-flow, for instance they do not take the German national into 

account. Unfortunately there are not reliable data about labour force out-flow, which makes impossible to 

establish the balance of labour force migration”. 

*************************************************************************** 

Relating to the international migration it is necessary to know the main characteristics of labour markets of 

destination countries. The report of International Labour Organisation (ILO) 2013 provides detailed tables, 

graphics and analysis about global employment trends of countries and country groups. Figures 2.3-2.6 show 

the main employment data of developed countries and the EU. These provide on the one hand retrospection for 

10 years and on another hand forecasts. 

 

 

Figure 2.3 and 2.4 Total employment in the developed countries and European Union  (2000-2017) 
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Source: Global Employment Trends 2013. 156. p. – 22/05/2013 

 

Figure 2.5 Total unemployment in the developed countries and European Union (2000-2017) (million) 

Source: Global Employment Trends 2013. 156. p. – 22/05/2013 

 

Figure 2.6 Total unemployment rate in the developed countries and European Union (2000-2017) (%) 

Source: Global Employment Trends 2013. 156. p. – 22/05/2013 

In the following we focus on the situation of Germany. 3000 Muslims lived in Germany in 1924 according to 

statistics. The majority of Muslims were tradesman, academician, researcher or writer. They were exotic for the 

majority population, they were known from the “1001 nights”. This picture changed radically after the Second 

World War, when the first guest workers arrived to the Federal Republic of Germany mainly from Turkey, 
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which had traditionally good relationship with Germany. These Muslims left their homes because of the 

possible jobs and better life. The guest worker expression is derived from the notion that the German thought 

that these people come for a limited period. The majority of Muslims thought similar, since they came to earn 

enough money and then return their own home. This unspoken agreement made the together living easier. Due 

to the prolonged stay for years many foreign workers loosened the relations to the country of origin, and many 

of them decided to the final establishment, because their family joined to them in the meantime. The western 

economic growth slowed down after oil crisis of 1973; there were no need for so many workers like before 

(Bodnár, E. 2011). 

There are only estimates relating to the present number of German Muslims. The governmental offices 

estimated their number about 3,5 million in the past decade. There is another data source provided by the 

Province Office for Migration and Refugees: it estimates their number between 3,8 and 4,3 million according to 

an representative, country-wide survey. It means that Germany is the country having the second largest Muslim 

minority of Europe (Bodnár, E. 2011). 

*************************************************************************** 

Case study 2 

The case study demonstrates one part of the study of „Krózser A. – Szentiványi Zs. (2009): Muslims in Germany 

– living together or next to each other?” Appraise the labour market situation of Muslims in Germany after 

reading carefully the study. 

„One key element of integration is to achieve the equality in education. The immigrant children suffered 

disadvantage in the kindergarten towards their German birth classmates. Every child have had share in paying 

pre-school education since an act of 1996, but it is not obligatory. […] More than a half part of foreign children 

participating in pre-school education can get in a better quality secondary education. This rate is significant 

lower in case of foreign children, who did not attend the pre-school education. The largest problem with the 

German education system is that it distinguishes the pupils according to their competences, and it is often 

adversely affected by the language skills of immigrant pupils […].Unequivocal connection could be established 

between the language skills, school performance, early segregation and social-economic integration. This led to 

high unemployment rate among the young immigrants. There are less work possibilities in the present economic 

environment, even less for the foreign workers, because the majority of them are low-qualified, consequently 

they are more concerned by the narrowing German economy. The unemployment rate is twice time higher in 

case of non-German population compared to German population: it is estimated about 30 % among young 

Muslims in some province. The situation is the most unfavourable among the immigrants derived from Turkey. 

If we analyse only the unqualified population, we can even experience that the foreign are in a worse situation in 

the field of unemployment: while the ¾ of unqualified immigrants has not got any job, this proportion is 1/3 in 

case of German people. The Muslims faced with formal and informal discrimination in the labour market due to 

their uncertain residence status and the lack of nationality. Individuals, who have not German nationality is 

entitled for a job, if neither a German nor EU citizen apply for the job, so it is even difficult to find a job as an 

immigrant Muslim. Muslim workers have to often face with the intolerance of employer, who does not take their 

religious regulations, because this filed is legally unregulated […]. The German Government recognizes the 

problems of immigrant micro-enterprises and try to help them with different programmes (for instance 

consultancy and favourable micro credits), although many people think that this initiation can’t function 

efficiently, because the concerned have relative less information about it.” 

*************************************************************************** 

Turning to the appraisal of situation of guest workers in the Middle-East it is worth to mention the main labour 

market data of the region (Figure 2.7-2.10). 
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Figure 2.7 and 2.8  Total employment in the Middle-East  (2000-2017) 

Source: Global Employment Trends 2013. 162. p. – 22/05/2013 
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Figure 2.9 Total unemployment in the Middle-East (2000-2017) (million) 

Source: Global Employment Trends 2013. 156. p. – 22/05/2013 

 

Figure 2.10 Total unemployment rate in the Middle-East  (2000-2017) (%) 

Source: Global Employment Trends 2013. 156. p. – 22/05/2013 

The countries of Middle-East are related to the world economy unilaterally, their production strategy and the 

structure of export based on few low added-value products, mainly on oil and natural gas. However the export 

has a determinant role in the economy, their growth prospects is influenced in the short run by the price and 

supply of these products in the world market (Szigetvári, T. 2001). 

The oil price crisis in the 1970’s caused increasing import charges and the stagnation of economy in the 

majority of the countries. It is not surprising, that it brought the golden decade for the Arabian countries and 

Iran. Countries had not got significant oil potential could take share of the profits in an indirect way (inter-Arab 

aid, transfers of guest workers). The change concerned the most notably the countries, which have little 
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population, but huge amounts of oil (Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Libya in 

North-Africa).The incomes derived from oil export exceeded multiply the social demands in these countries, so 

several things could be realised: infrastructure relating to oil-production were built financed by the almost 

unlimited sources; guest workers were employed for the oil production and other tasks; moreover free social 

system were operated, modern army were created; money were spent for luxury consumption and invested in 

foreign securities and properties (Szigetvári, T. 2012). 

As long as we consider the list of top 10 immigration countries we can establish that the list contains more 

petroleum-producing countries (Figure 2.11). 

 

Figure 2.11 The top 10 immigration countries (percentage of population) 

Source: Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011. 2. p. – 23/05/2013 

Social, economic aspects (country of origin and receiving countries) 

There are several countries, where the inner unemployment is growing in parallel with the growing immigration. 

The immigrants are competitor partially of the domestic workers due to the segmentation of labour market. The 

domestic manpower is not employed, because either their qualification does not meet or they have extremely 

high demands. At the same time the guest worker need to work among wrong conditions, with bad schedule and 

for extremely low wages. In some cases the employment of foreign labour leads to dismissal of local workers, as 

it happened in the German building industry. There are situations in time of economic restriction, when the 

foreign worker works cheaper than the local worker (Cseresnyés, F. 1996). 

The labour flow influences on the society and economy of country of origin and receiving country. The strength 

of effects depends on the size and distribution by age and education of out- and inflow labour, but several other 

factors has an important role, for instance the duration of stay. The labour traditionally flows from the 

underdeveloped countries to the developed, which could have positive and negative consequences at the same 

time for both parties (Kaszás, Zs. 2007). 

Table 2.2 summarizes the social and economic effects of international migration in the aspect of countries of 

origin and receiving countries. 

Table 1 The social and economic effects of international migration 
 

Aspect of country of origin 

Advantages Disadvantages 
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- quality of out-flowing labour improves due to the competence and 

knowledge obtained in abroad; this new competences is utilized in the 

country of origin in case of back-flowing 

- the financial situation of individuals working in abroad becomes better, the 

disposable income grows, which is spent mostly in their home country -> 

demand-stimulus effect. 

- commute: providing the simple accessibility of destination areas -> 

development of infrastructure (-> tourism) 

- brain-drain (emigration of the 

most qualified and most talented 

workers) 

- expatriation of handymen (in 

case of skill shortages) 

- depopulation of certain areas 

(mainly in the border areas) 

Aspect of receiving country 

Advantages Disadvantages 

- replacement of depopulated areas 

- accepting an office in labour deficient regions 

- the society of the country is becoming younger -> facilitating the effective 

operation of pension systems 

- enrichment of national culture (condition: accommodation to social 

expectations) 

- overpopulation 

- strains in labour market 

- spread of illegal works 

- increasing competition in the 

labour market 

- under-qualified and/or poorer 

classes excluded from the 

employment 

- decreasing wages 

- weakening national identity (-> 

social tension) 

Source: Zs. Piskóti-Kovács edition according to Kaszás, Zs. (2007) 

3.3. 2.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Demonstrate the main characteristics of international labour flow after the Second World War in Europe! 

2. Analyse the migration map of Europe! 

3. What could you say about the situation of Muslim immigrants in Germany? 

4. List the advantages and disadvantages of international labour flow in the aspect of sender and receiver 

countries! 

4. 3. The study of human ecological context between 
the religions, socio-economic interactions and 
geographical environment 

4.1. 3.1. Content 

Definition of geography of religion, its classification, the actuality of the research of it; the connections and 

interactions between religions and the natural, socio-cultural, economic environment and the regional problems 

which are rooting from them; religions in space and time; the religious distribution of the world’s population. 

4.2. 3.2. Review of the curriculum 
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Definition of geography of religion 

The religion of geography deal with the religious affiliations of the world's population, the religious relations of 

various regions and countries; the natural, social phenomena and religious beliefs, organizations; and studies the 

regional problems as well (Becsei, J. 2004, Hunyadi, L. 1995, 2002, Park, C. C. 1994, Rinschede, G. 1999, 

Tatai, Z. 1995). 

The regional problems of religions are multiple controversies and if we are dealing with them, we can 

substantially expand our socio-economic knowledge and it might help us to understand and solve problems. 

The justification of religious geographical studies 1 

a, The majority of the population is directly affected by the religion in some form. 

b, It is impossible to know and understand the culture, intellectual image, ethics and traditions of the countries 

without knowing history and geography of religion agents. 

c, Each country, regional and foreign policy is influenced by the religious conditions of the population; the 

Churches are significant political factors. 

d, The different religions and the references to them are playing a significant part in several international and 

domestic conflicts today. 

e, By means of international migration; nations, cultures and religions are mixing, which often cause problems 

and could be a sources of conflicts as well. 

f, Religious beliefs and organizations can have a significant impact on the level of economic structure of 

countries and region (e.g. employment of women, structure of production and consumption, schooling, etc.). 

Direct economic effects of the operation of the churches: 

• employment 

• investment and renovation activities 

• continuance or replacement of industrial activities (e.g. printing industry, sacramental and gift manufacturing) 

• Churches are parts of financial processes (e.g. donations) 

• participation in educational, social, and health care activities 

• Ecclesiastical institutions, museums, monuments and shrines are major tourism factors through their constant 

or periodic attendances (religious tourism). 

g, In the ancient religious sources, a very large number of still useful facts and ideas can be found in reference to 

social life and geographical environment. 

The actuality of the religious geographical researches in Hungary 

During the decades of socialism, the Hungarian geographical literature did not or tangentially dealt with the 

religions. The independent, secular approach of religious geography was lacking essentially in Hungary. Such 

research could start after the end of communism in Hungary. 

The religious geographical studies can significantly enrich the science of geography; they could facilitate the 

understanding of the socio-economic conditions. 

A significant part of the society (especially the younger generations) knows very little about the religion, but 

after the change of the regime the interest increased towards them. 

                                                           
1Source: Tatai, Z. 1995, Hunyadi, L. 2001. 
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Hungary is very interesting and unique area from a religious, historical and geographical point of view. The 

territory of it, is the meeting point and contact area of the different religions as well. The impact of different 

religions, religious views, Churches, and cultures is apparent in Hungary. 

Classification of geography of religion 2 

It is the part of the human geography. It is particularly closely related to the economic geography, population 

geography and the so-called geography of the Churches. 

General religious geography : 

- the reflection of the physical geographical environment in religious writings, documents, habits and 

regulations; 

- the impact of religious regulations and habits on the socio-economic conditions of regions and countries. 

Departmental religious geography : 

- the geographical distribution of churches and religions; 

- the situation and controversies of the organizational structure and the management of Churches; 

- the spatial structure of religious institutions, places of pilgrimage, religious orders; educational, social and 

other institutions. 

Regional religious geography: 

- studying the complex phenomena of religious geography of continents, countries and regions – e.g. the 

denominational distribution of the population; the relationship of Churches and religions to each other, etc. 

What are not studied by geography of religion? 

The dogmas, beliefs and inner life issues of the religions (or rather so far as they affect the conditions related to 

natural environment and socio-economic life); evaluation of religious polemics and views; the standoff from 

other religious views and churches; and the tolerance, respect and understanding over against others’ beliefs are 

not studied by religious geography. 

Religion, religiosity, religious organization 

There is no absolute definition about the religion! 

According to the general perception, the religion means belief and internal behaviour related to the existence of 

supernatural beings and forces (intellectual, emotional,volitional consciousness); and the proper behaviour 

(praying, etc.). The faith and sincere internal behaviour, called religious consciousness; manifestations which 

proper to religiosity called religious behaviour. They form a coherent system, and this is what we define as 

religion (Hunyadi, L. 1995). 

The private faith, which reflects whatsoever well-set conviction, is not a religion. Literally we can talk about 

religion, if it is a common faith and based on mutual understanding. The religion is a social phenomenon. 

According to some religious studies, the “religion” does not exist, but we can only talk about specific religions. 

Religions cannot be measured together, only to themselves. In Hungary, the 

bill which was elaborated in December 2000 to modify the Act/Law IV of 1990 on the Freedom of Conscience 

and Religion (and the Churches), determines the definition of the religion hereinafter: that worldview, which 

“has a doctrine system related to the supernatural, its doctrines trend towards to the whole of the reality, and 

embraces the whole humanity with specific behavioural requirements, which are not offensive to morality and 

human dignity”. 

Of course during the socialist period, the religion was defined quite otherwise – Új Magyar Lexikon (Budapest, 

1962): One specific form of social consciousness; distorted, false, fantastic reflection of the reality; which 

                                                           
2Source: Tatai, Z. 1995., Hunyadi, L. 2001. 
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appears at defined level of the social development, when unknown, seemingly unpredictable natural and social 

forces, which can rule over the entities of people, take the form of supernatural forces and powers in the minds 

of people. The religion reflects the false, distorted structure of the reality; in essence it is always against science 

and progress, thus it plays a negative role in society. The numbers of followers of religions are declining 

worldwide by reason of the spread of science. This rate we must point out the socialist countries, primarily the 

Soviet Union, where the number of enlightened and scientific world viewed people is growing constantly. 

The religion pushes the boundaries of the basic questions of human existence: creation of the world, the 

meaning of life, existence after death, the moral life, the possibility of personal happiness. Religion helps to 

know one’s way around in society and life; defines moral norms and values; it is the part of civilization. The 

religion is a trusting worldview, an attitude of mind, which is playing a role in everyday life as well. 

According to Èmile Durkheim (1858-1917) French sociologist, the purpose and function of religion is duplex: 

• cognitive: helps in understanding the world; includes the concept of time and space, cause and effect; allows 

us to think about the world, society, and we can understand the nature of them. This aspect of religion is 

approaching to philosophy; according to Durkheim and his followers the cognitive function of the religion has 

been taken over by science and secular philosophy. 

• practical: helps to live the everyday life; according to Durkheim, this is the most important function of the 

religion. Religion is a social cohesion force, which holds together the individuals of the society with 

collective ideas and behavioural norms. 

Components of the religion are: 

Religious doctrines, rituals, moral standards, myths, religious institutions and artworks; belief in a supreme 

being (God), and a world which we cannot perceive (afterlife), where the person lives on after death. 

When the religion of a particular era; can obtain social recognition throughout the community; than religious 

culture arises. The highest level of the social presence of the religion is the religious organization which is the 

most advanced form of the Church. The Church is the institute and organization of the religion. 

The characterization of the religion, religions based on three criteria (Hunyadi, L. 1995): 

1. In a given prevailing culture, according to the acceptance of the religious tradition we can talk about orthodox 

or heterodox religiosity. 

2. According to relation to the religious organization (Church): church membership (institutional religiosity) and 

religiosity outside a Church (private). 

3. Based on the expression of religiosity: internal (professed, personal piety) or external form. 

In virtue of geographical origin and ideological nature religions can be classified into three major groups 
(Kocsis, K. 2010): 

1. The homeland of religions of Semitic origin (Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Baha’i) is the Middle East, 

these religions have prophet aspect. 

2. The feature of religions originating from India (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism) is the 

fundamental which seek after unity and religious introspection, 

3. The traditional religions (Confucianism, Taoism, Chinese Universalism and Shinto) of the Far East (China, 

Japan) basically stand for the harmony of wisdom and spirit. 

The distribution of the believers by origin: 55% Semitic, 25% Indian and 7% Far Eastern. 

The evolution of religion 

The theological approach is that mankind obtained the religion form the supernatural world by divine revelation. 

The scientific approach is that religious beliefs evolved during the evolution of humanity in a stage which is 

defined (although not precisely) by the non-physical and mental development of the humanity. Sharp boundaries 
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cannot be defined between the irreligiousness and appearance of religious practices; the transition was slow and 

gradual. 

Every person, every nation and every period has its own religion. Each person feels and experiences differently 

his/her relationship with the eternal God; therefore expresses it accordingly to it. The environment, the climate, 

the affinity and common history reduce the diversity of the outward expression of personal religious 

experiences. 

The developmental stages of religions (Hunyadi, L. 1995): 

1. Primitive religious beliefs: the ancient image of the impersonal superhuman power: tribal religions and cults: 

the religions of the ancient society and the indigenous people. 

2. Developed religions: national-folk religions: they methodize their teaching into system, and bequeath the 

writing form of it from one generation to the next – as the antique religions of Indian, Chinese, Japanese, 

Egyptian, Greek and Persian people. 

3. World religions: they are current worldwide: such as Buddhism, Christianity, Islam (Helmuth von Glasenapp 

counted the following religions in his book “Five World Religions” in 1987: Brahmanism, Buddhism, Chinese 

Universalism, Christianity, Islam). Because of the special situation of the Judaism, the Jewish people are 

transition between national and world religions. 

The future of the religions– keynote thoughts 

Religions are fluctuating as the general human culture. According to Durkheim, on the field of religion the 

people bear witness to limitless initiatives. 

It is hard to predict what direction the religion is heading to; what forms live on (for example in the 1960s, some 

Christian theologians and social scientists predicted that by 2000 the Christianity will disappear). To run God 

close, a new sentiment is required, provided that if a man wants to retain his/her faith in the modern age. In the 

West there are more open people, who brush aside the dogmas, adopt the various religious habits and mix them. 

New opportunities arise; the freedom of transit between various denominations is greater. 

Maybe in the future, people will be able to accept and receive the religious practices, which were once held to 

be incompatible with, and they can benefit from the teachings of other religions (nowadays, it seems like a very 

naive idea). 

The religion of the future most likely will not be uniform; there won’t be an absolute religion, to which every 

person should covert necessary. But until people live on Earth, the eternal root of the religion will remain: the 

sense and necessity of the relationship with God. 

Religious distribution of the world’s population: 

Some common features: 

- the birthplace of all major religions is Asia; 

- the Indians (Brahmanism - Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism), the Chinese (Confucianism, Taoism) and the 

Jewish people (Judaism, Christianity and the basics of Islam) are the "religion-creating people"; 

- after the 7th century AD, no major religion has been created, only the transformation and the reformation of the 

existing ones took place. 

Religious statistics: 

- the role of the religious statistics is to describe the number of adherents of different religions and religious 

communities; 

- it is different to form an exact, accurate quantitative picture about the religious distribution of the humanity, 

rather approximate value estimates are available; 

- the religious statistics cannot express the personal, intimate confession and religious life; 
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- significant differences could be found between the number of denomination members and active religious 

people; 

- in many countries the official census does not extend to religious affiliation: in Hungary during the 1949 

census was required to answer the related question; in the next half century, the censuses did not include this 

type of question; in 2001 and 2011 it was not obligatory to answer the “question on religion and denomination”; 

- in East Asia the same person could belong to many different religions simultaneously (e. g. China: 

Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism; Japan: Shinto, Buddhism); 

- the statistical data of those countries who persecute the religion is completely unreliable, the number of 

believers is often manipulated due to ideological and political reasons; 

- it is particularly problematic to determine the proportion and number of atheists and nonreligious people: as 5-

15% of the world’s population belong to these arbitrarily groups which have unidentified conditions with each 

other; all data disclosure statement poses a major uncertainty factor. 

Task: Based on Figures 3.1-3.5 and Table 3.1, analyze the religious distribution of the world’s population. 

A comprehensive demographic study of more than 200 countries, made by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on 

Religion & Public Life; estimates that 84% of the world’s population is religiously affiliated (Figure 3.1). 

The demographical study of the Earth finds 2.2 billion Christians (31.5% of the world’s population), 1.6 billion 

Muslims (23.2%), 1 billion Hindus (15%), nearly 500 million Buddhists (7.1%) and 14 million Jews (0.2%) 

around the world as of 2010. In addition, more than 400 million people (5.9%) practice various folk, indigenous 

or traditional religions. Finally, an estimated 58 million people (0.8%) belong to other religions (e.g. the Baha’i 

faith, Jainism, Sikhism, Shinto, Taoism, Jainism and Zoroastrianism. At the same time the study finds that 16% 

of the world’s population have no religious affiliation, however many of them have belief in God or a universal 

spirit. 
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Figure 3.1 Proportion of major religious groups (2010) 

Source: Pew Research Center: The Global Religious Landscape – 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf, 9. p. – 01/08/2013 

Table 3.1 Religious composition of the world’s population (1900, 2006) (million people) 
 

  
1900 2006 

Christian 558 2173 

Roman Catholic 272 1136 

Protestant 120 382 

Anglican 33 81 

Orthodox 121 219 

Muslim 200 1336 

Hindu 203 872 

Chinese Folk Religions 380 387 

Buddhist 127 383 

Sikh 3 26 

Jewish 12 15 

Folk Religion 118 264 

Other Religion 16 144 

Nonreligious people 3 785 

Atheist 
  

155 

Total population 1620 6540 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 
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Figure 3.2 Geographic distribution of religious groups (2010) (%) 

Source: Pew Research Center: The Global Religious Landscape – 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf, 10. p. – 01/08/2013 
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Figure 3.3 Map of the religions of the world (2010) 

Source: Pew Research Center: The Global Religious Landscape – 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf, 12. p. – 01/08/2013 

 

Figure 3.4 A Map of the major religions 

Source:  http://tortenelemklub.com/images/Erdekessegek/vilagvallasok/vallasok_terkepe.jpg – – 01/08/2013 

http://tortenelemklub.com/images/Erdekessegek/vilagvallasok/vallasok_terkepe.jpg%20-%202013
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Figure 3.5 Median age of the major religious groups (2010) 

Source: Pew Research Center: The Global Religious Landscape – 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf, 13. p. – 01/08/2013 

4.3. 3.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Define the concept of religion and geography of religion! 

2. What are the scientific branches of geography of religion? 

3. What is your opinion about the religion and the future of religions? 

4. Delineate the religious distribution of the world’s population and its spatial feature! 

5. Describe the connections and interactions between religions and the natural, socio-cultural, economic 

environment and the regional problems which are rooting from them; using Hungarian and foreign language 

literatures (e.g.: Haggett, P. 2006, pp. 214-220.) and your previous studies. 

5. 4. Distribution of the world's population by 
religious groups I. 

5.1. 4.1. Content 

Regional geographical study of religions I.: The most important religious trends, religious regions, and 

denominational distribution of the populations of Europe, North and Latin America, Australia and Oceania. 

5.2. 4.2. Review of the curriculum 

In the first decade of the third millennium, more than three quarters (76.3%) of the European population was 

Christian (Table 4.1, Figure 4.1). Half of the European Christians (50.2%) are Roman Catholics (38.3% of the 

total population), 12.8% of the believers are belonging to the Protestant Church, 4.8% are Anglican and 28.4% 

are Orthodox. The proportion of the Muslims is 4.5%, and 1.1% of the population were people of other religions 

in 2006. Compared to the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, the number and the proportion of the nonreligious 

people (15%) and the atheists (3%) significantly increased. 
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Task:Based on Table 4.1 and Figure 4.1, analyze the change of the religious composition of the European 

population between 1900 and 2006! 

4.1. táblázat: Európa népességének vallási összetétele (1900, 2006) (millió fő) 
 

  
1900 2006 

Christian 379 556 

Roman Catholic 183 279 

Protestant 61 71 

Anglican 25 26 

Orthodox 109 158 

Muslim 5 33 

Hindu 
  

1 

Chinese Folk Religions 
    

Buddhist 
  

2 

Sikh 
    

Jewish 10 2 

Folk Religion 1 1 

Other Religion 
  

2 

Nonreligious people 1 109 

Atheist 
  

22 

Total population 397 728 

Forrás: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 
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Figure 4.1 Religious composition of the European population (2006) 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

Geographical regions of the religions in Europe : 3 

In Southwest Europe dominantly Roman Catholic countries can be found. The rate of the Catholics is higher 

than 75-80% in Andorra, France, Malta, Monaco, Italy, San Marino and of course in the theocratic monarchy, 

Vatican City. Out of the religious minorities, due to the migration processes of the past decades, the Muslims 

should be noted in the first place, especially in France, where the estimated number of Muslims could be 5-6 

million people, who are mostly North African Arab descents. Europe’s largest Jewish community - who has a 

long history - is living in France. Different sources estimate their number between 500 to 700 thousand people. 

The religious composition is similar in Belgium and Luxemburg, too: the proportion of the Catholics is over 

75%, the rest of the population belongs to Protestant Churches, long-time resident Jewish and immigrant 

Muslim communities; a few percent of the population consider themselves nonreligious. 

Two different types of countries can be found in the British Isles, considering the religious composition: Ireland 

is almost entirely Roman Catholic, while the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is an 

essentially Protestant country, but also shows a very mixed denominational and religious picture: in addition to 

the Anglicans and Presbyterians, the number of other Protestant Church members, Roman Catholics and Jews 

significant, too. As a result of the migration, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and the followers of other 

Oriental religions are forming a minority of millions. The number and proportion of nonreligious and 

undenominational people is increasingly significant. 

The next major geographical region of religions is Northern Europe. The Lutheran (Evangelical) Christians are 

the absolute majority of around 95% in each country; the remaining few percent is the make up of Catholics, 

Protestants and Orthodox groups, small Jewish communities and non-Christian immigrants, and those who 

regard themselves as of nonreligious. 

In Western Central Europe – with the exception of Austria and Liechtenstein – countries of mixed 

denominations can be found, which’s religion map had been formed by the religious wars of the 16 th and 17th 

century. The rate of the Catholics and Protestants is almost the same in the Netherlands, Switzerland and 

Germany. In the northern and eastern parts of Germany the Lutherans, in southern Germany and the Rhineland 

the Roman Catholics are the majority. The third largest religious community is made up by Muslims, who are 

dominantly Turkish and Kurdish migrants. 

The countries of Eastern Central Europe are also mostly mixed religious groups, but the Roman Catholics are 

the absolute majority in the Czech Republic, Croatia, Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia. In terms of 

                                                           
3 Sources: Horváth, P. n.d., Hunyadi, L. 1995, 2002. 
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denominational division, Poland is the most homogeneous, where the proportion of Roman Catholics is around 

90%. Czech Republic is emphasized in the sense, that it has the largest number of nonreligious and 

undenominational people. 

The denominational distribution of the population of Hungary, and Roman Catholics geographical location can 

be studied on Table 4.2 and Figure 4.2. 

Table 4.2 Population by religion and denomination in Hungary (census of 1949, 2001, and 2011) (people, 

%) 
 

  
1949 2001 2011 

  
fő % fő % fő % 

       

Catholic 6 488 755 70,5 5 558 961 54,5 3 871 

922 
38,9 

Of which: Roman 

Catholic 
6 240 399 67,8 5 289 521 51,9 3 691 

389 
37,1 

Greek Catholic 248 356 2,7 268 935 2,6 179 

176 
1,8 

Calvinist 2 014 718 21,9 1 622 796 15,9 1 153 

454 
11,6 

Lutheran 482 157 5,2 304 705 3,0 215 

093 
2,2 

Jewish 133 861 1,5 12 871 0,1 10 965 0,1 

Other church, 

denomination 
73 021 0,8 111 280 1,1 180 

941 
1,8 

Not belonging to any 

church, denomination 
12 287 0,1 1 483 369 14,6 1 806 

409 
18,2 

Did not wish to 

answer, no answer 
– - 1 104 333 10,8 2 698 

844 
27,2 

       

Total 9 204 799 100 10 198 315 100 9 937 

628 
100 

Source : http://www.ksh.hu/nepszamlalas/tablak_teruleti_00 – 15/07/2013 
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Figure 4.2. The proportion of Roman Catholics by settlements (2011) 

Source: GeoX Térinformatikai Kft. – 15/07/2013 

Due to historical reasons, the religious statistics of the threeBaltic States are diversified. Estonia and Latvia 

have Lutheran majority, the Russian minority, who settled in during the existence of the Soviet Union is 

Orthodox. In both countries, the proportion of nonreligious people is quite high. In Lithuania the Roman 

Catholics are the absolute majority, in which the immemorial Polish-Lithuanian relations are playing a dominant 

role. 

Europe’s southeastern Balkan region is inhabited by the vast majority of the Orthodox Christians. This group 

of countries includes Bulgaria (about 10% of the population is Muslim), Cyprus (the Turkish Cypriot minority is 

Muslim), Greece (perhaps it is populated by world's highest percentage of Orthodox Christians), Macedonia 

(with more than 25-30% of Muslim Albanian minority), Montenegro, Romania (Transylvania and Partium have 

significant Catholic and Protestant minorities, who are dominantly ethnic Hungarians) and Serbia. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is religiously and ethnically three-dimensional: the relative majority, about 45% of 

the population is Sunni Muslim Bosnian, one-third is Serbian Orthodox, and one-fifth is Roman Catholic 

Croatian. 

In 1967, Albania declared itself as the world’s first atheist state. In 1990, the practicing of worship services had 

been approved again, but a significant part of the population (both Muslims and Christians) does not practice its 

religion. According to earlier estimates, 70% of the population is Sunni Muslim, 20% is - especially in the 

southern regions - Orthodox, 10% is – in the northern part - Catholic Christian. 

Similarly to the Balkans, in Eastern Europe, the Orthodox Christianity is the most dominant: in Belarus, 

Ukraine (the western territories of both countries have a significant Roman and Greek Catholic minorities), 

Moldova and Russia. The religious map of the world’s largest state is much diverse than the previous ones: 

although the majority is also Orthodox in Russia, 10-15% of the population is Sunni Muslim. The legacy is the 

communist regime is that the country still has a high proportion of nonreligious people. 

In the three countriesof Transcaucasia, three different religions are dominant: the overwhelming majority of 

Armeniansare the followers of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church (it became the first state in the world 

to adopt Christianity as its religion in 301 AD), the Georgians are Orthodox Christians and the Azerbaijanis are 

Muslims (most of them are Shiite). 
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Task:Based on Table 4.3 analyze the denominational distribution of the European countries, and define 

geographical regions of the religions on the continent! 

Table 4.3 Denominational distribution of the European countries (2010, 2013) 4 
 

Country Pew Research Center – 

Pew Research Forum on Religion & 

Public Life a 

CIA – The World Factbook b 

Albania 80,3% Muslim 

18% Christian 

70% Muslim 

20% Albanian Orthodox 

10% Roman Catholic 

Andorra 89,5% Christian Roman Catholic (predominant) 

Armenia 98,5% Christian 94,7% Armenian Apostolic 

Austria 80,4% Christian 

5,4% Muslim 

73,6% Roman Catholic 

4,7% Protestant 

4,2% Muslim 

Azerbaijan 96,9% Muslim 

3% Christian 

93,4% Muslim 

2,5% Russian Orthodox 

2,3% Armenian Apostolic 

Belarus 71,2% Christian 

28,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

80% Eastern Orthodox 

20% Other 

Belgium 64,2% Christian 

29% Religiously unaffiliated 

5,9% Muslim 

75% Roman Catholic 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 52,3% Christian 

45,2% Muslim 

40% Muslim 

31% Orthodox 

15% Roman Catholic 

Bulgaria 82,1% Christian 

13,7% Muslim 

59,4% Eastern Orthodox 

8,1% Muslim 

31,1% Religiously unaffiliated; 

unknown 

                                                           
4In my opinion, because of the importance of the topic and the doubtfulness of religion statistics, it is appropriate to review the detailed 

description for each country, based on the processing of two databases. The table includes only the most important data of religions and 
denominations for each country. 
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Croatia 93,4% Christian 

1,4% Muslim 

87,8% Roman Catholic 

4,4% Orthodox 

1,3% Muslim 

Cyprus 73,2% Christian 

25,3% Muslim 

78% Greek Orthodox 

18% Muslim 

Czech Republic 76,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

23,3% Christian 

88,8% Other or unspecified; 

Religiously unaffiliated 

10,3% Roman Catholic 

Denmark 83,5% Christian 

11,8% Religiously unaffiliated 

4,1% Muslim 

95% Evangelical Lutheran 

3% other Christian 

2% Muslim 

Estonia 59,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

39,9% Christian 

73,6% Other or unspecified; 

Religiously unaffiliated 

13,6% Evangelical Lutheran 

12,8% Orthodox 

Finland 81,6% Christian 

17,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

82,5% Evangelical Lutheran 

France 63% Christian 

28%Religiously unaffiliated 

7,5% Muslim 

83-88% Roman Catholic 

5-10% Muslim 

4% Religiously unaffiliated 

Georgia 88,5% Christian 

10,7% Muslim 

83,9% Orthodox 

9,9% Muslim 

3,9% Armenian Apostolic 

Germany 68,7% Christian 

24,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

5,8% Muslim 

34% Protestant 

34% Roman Catholic 

3,7% Muslim 

28,3% other; religiously unaffiliated 

Greece 88,1% Christian 

6,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

5,3% Muslim 

98% Greek Orthodox 

1,3% Muslim 
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Hungary 81% Christian 

18,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

51,9% Roman Catholic 

15,9% Calvinist 

3% Evangelical Lutheran 

2,6% Greek Catholic 

1% other Christian 

14,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

11,1% other or unspecified 

Iceland 95% Christian 80,7% Evangelical Lutheran 

2,5% Roman Catholic 

16,8% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Ireland 92% Christian 

1,1% Muslim 

87,4% Roman Catholic 

4,8% other Christian 

Italy 83,3% Christian 

12,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

3,7% Muslim 

80% Christian (predominant Roman 

Catholic) 

20% Muslim, Atheist, Agnostic 

Kosovo 87% Muslim 

11,4% Christian 

Muslim 

Serbian Orthodox 

Roman Catholic 

Latvia 55,8% Christian 

43,8% Religiously unaffiliated 

63,7% Religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

19,6% Evangelical Lutheran 

15,3% Orthodox 

Liechtenstein 91,9% Christian 

5% Muslim 

76,2% Roman Catholic 

7% Protestant 

Lithuania 89,8% Christian 

10,0% Religiously unaffiliated 

79% Roman Catholic 

4,1% Russian Orthodox 

1,9% Protestant 

Luxemburg 70,4% Christian 

26,8% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,3% Muslim 

87% Roman Catholic 

13% other 
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Macedonia 59,3% Christian 

39,3% Muslim 

64,7% Orthodox 

33,3% Muslim 

Malta 97% Christian 98% Roman Catholic 

Moldova 97,4% Christian 98% Orthodox 

Monaco 86% Christian 

11,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

90% Roman Catholic 

10% other 

Montenegro 78,1% Christian 

18,7% Muslim 

74,2% Orthodox 

17,7% Muslim 

3,5% Catholic 

Netherlands 50,6% Christian 

42,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

6% Muslim 

44,2% Other or unspecified 

30% Roman Catholic 

20% Protestant 

5,8% Muslim 

Norway 84,7% Christian 

10,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

3,7% Muslim 

85,7% Evangelical Lutheran 

4,4% other Christian 

1,8% Muslim 

Poland 94,3% Christian 89,8% Roman Catholic 

Portugal 93,8% Christian 84,5% Roman Catholic 

2,2% other Christian 

13,3% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Romania ˃ 99% Christian 86,8% Eastern Orthodox 

7,5% Protestant 

4,7% Roman Catholic 

Russia 73,3% Christian 

16,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

10% Muslim 

15-20% Russian Orthodox 

10-15% Muslim 

2% other Christian 

(estimates are of practicing worshipers) 

San Marino 91,6% Christian 

7,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

Roman Catholic 



 SOCIETY AS RESOURCE AND 

RISK II. SEMINAR 
 

 39  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Serbia 92,5% Christian 

4,2% Muslim 

85% Serbian Orthodox 

5,5% Catholic 

1,1% Protestant 

3,2% Muslim 

Slovakia 85,3% Christian 

14,3% Religiously unaffiliated 

68,9% Roman Catholic 

10,8% Protestant 

4,1% Greek Catholic 

13,2% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Slovenia 78,4% Christian 

18% Religiously unaffiliated 

3,6% Muslim 

57,8% Catholic 

2,4% Muslim 

2,3% Orthodox 

37,5% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Spain 78,6% Christian 

19% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,1% Muslim 

94% Roman Catholic 

6% other 

Sweden 67,2% Christian 

27% Religiously unaffiliated 

4,6% Muslim 

87% Evangelical Lutheran 

13% other 

Switzerland 81,3% Christian 

11,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

5,5% Muslim 

41,8% Roman Catholic 

35,3% Protestant 

4,3% Muslim 

1,8% Orthodox 

16,8% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Turkey 98% Muslim 99,8% Muslim (mostly Sunni) 

Ukraine 83,8% Christian 

14,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,2% Muslim 

50,4% Ukrainian Orthodox (Kyiv 

Patriarchate) 

26,1% Ukrainian Orthodox (Moscow 

Patriarchate) 

8% Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

7,2% Ukrainian Autocephalous 
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Orthodox 

2,2% Roman Catholic 

2,2% Protestant 

United Kingdom 71,1% Christian 

21,3% Religiously unaffiliated 

4,4% Muslim 

1,3% Hindu 

71,6% Christian 

2,7% Muslim 

1% Hindu 

24,7% Other or unspecified; 

religiously unaffiliated 

Vatican City ˃ 99% Christian Roman Catholic 
a Source: The Global Religious Landscape – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Major Religious Groups as of 2010 – 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 20/07/2013 
b Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ – 20/07/2013 

In 2006, more than four-fifths (82.6%) of North America’s population was Christian (Table 4.4). 29.3% of 

the North American Christians are Roman Catholics, while 23.9% are adherents of either Protestant Churches. 

Muslims and Jews both share 1.8% from the population, and 3.3% of the population were people of other 

religion. Compared to the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, the number and the proportion of the nonreligious 

people (9.9%) and the atheists (0.6%) significantly increased. 

Task:Based on Table 4.4 analyze the change of the religious composition of the North American population 

between 1900 and 2006! 

Table 4.4  Religious composition of North America’s population  (1900, 2006) (million people) 
 

  
1900 2006 

Christian 79 276 

Roman Catholic 15 81 

Protestant 52 66 

Anglican 4 3 

Orthodox 1 7 

Muslim 
  

6 

Hindu 
  

2 

Chinese Folk Religions 
  

1 

Buddhist 
  

3 

Sikh 
  

1 

Jewish 1 6 

Folk Religion 
  

2 
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Other Religion 1 2 

Nonreligious people 1 33 

Atheist 
  

2 

Total population 82 334 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

Geographical regions of the religions in North America : 5 

The most residents of Canada are Roman Catholics: their 40% rate compared to the total population is due to 

French-speaking population (Québec) and the immigrants from Europe. The proportion of the Protestants is 

collectively over 20%: Anglicans, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Baptists, and numerous small Protestant Churches 

have followers, too. The proportion of Orthodox Christians, Jews and Muslims separately exceeds 1%, but 

relatively large number of Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs, Baha’i and followers of Chinese Folk Religions live here, 

as well. 

The United States of America has a more picturesque religious map than Canada. “Considering the country's 

fundamental and traditional religious character, the US is Protestant type: hundreds of smaller and larger 

churches and religious communities, sects and movements are native here, which stem from the beliefs of the 

Protestant Reformation. There are both “traditional” Protestant Churches brought here by immigrants; 

“American” Reformed Churches, and “new religions”, which combine the legacy of the reformers with the 

unique American religious “liberalism” (Horváth, P n.d.). The largest Protestant Church is the Baptist Church (it 

has many African American followers and it is the religion of the majority in the southeastern states); the 

Methodist and Presbyterian religions are rather popular in the northwestern and central states, mostly among the 

White Americans; the majority of the Anglicans and Lutherans are descendants of the British and German and 

Scandinavian immigrants. Typically American, proper half-Protestant religions are the Mormon (Utah and its 

surrounding areas) and the Jehovah's Witnesses (especially on the East Coast). 

The Catholic Church was scattered when it had been brought to America sometime, but today its followers are 

forming the largest unified religious community. They represent the majority in the southern and southwestern 

states. Some of the Catholics are descendants of Irish and Italian immigrants, later their numbers increased by 

the immigrants from Central Europe. In the recent decades, the ratio of Latin American immigrants is growing 

among them. The Orthodox Christianity brought to the country by Slavic and Greek immigrants. 

The world's largest Jewish community is living in the United States, primarily in the East Coast's metropolises, 

emphasized in New York. The number and ratio of the followers of other non-Christian religions were 

significantly increased in the past decades; the Muslims are the most populous part of this group, because of the 

Asian immigrants and African Americans who converted to Islam. 

The religious composition of Latin America is more homogenous, as a consequence of the Spanish and 

Portuguese colonization; it is characterized by the Roman Catholic hegemony. With the exception of some 

former British and Dutch colonies (such as Jamaica, Guyana and Suriname), the proportion of Roman Catholics 

is equal to or greater than 90% in every single country. 

In 2006, more than 92.6% of Latin America’s population was Christian. 85.9% was Roman Catholic, and 

9.8% was Protestant (Table 4.5). It can be concluded that this is the most “Christian” and the most “Catholic” 

continent. 

A new phenomenon is that a significant sectarianism process is unfolding within the local Catholic 

communities; its symptoms are particularly spectacular in Brazil and Mexico. 

In addition to the Roman Catholic majority, Protestant and Jewish communities can be found almost everywhere 

(especially in Argentina and Brazil); in several Caribbean countries African American (Haiti – voodoo, Jamaica 

– Rastafarian religion, Cuba) and Native American sects are flourishing. In several places of Brazil, Peru and 

                                                           
5 Sources: Horváth, P. n.d., Hunyadi, L. 1995, 2002. 
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Bolivia, the old tribal cults are still living. In the major cities of Brazil, there are a significant proportion of the 

followers of the Pentecostal movement and the "new religions". 

Task:Based on Table 4.5 analyze the change of the religious composition of the Latin American population 

between 1900 and 2006! 

Table 4.5  Religious composition of the Latin American population  (1900, 2006) (million people) 
 

  
1900 2006 

Christian 62 527 

Roman Catholic 60 489 

Protestant 1 56 

Anglican 1 1 

Orthodox 
  

1 

Muslim 
  

2 

Hindu 
  

1 

Chinese Folk Religions 
    

Buddhist 
  

1 

Sikh 
    

Jewish 
  

1 

Folk Religion 2 4 

Other Religion 1 14 

Nonreligious people 
  

16 

Atheist 
  

3 

Total population 65 569 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

Task: Based on Table 4.6, analyze the denominational distribution of the North and Latin American countries, 

and define geographical regions of the religions on the continent! 

Table 4.6 Denominational distribution of the North and Latin American countries  (2010) 
 

Country Pew Research Center – 

Pew Research Forum on Religion & Public 

Life a 

CIA – The World Factbook b 

Antigua and 93% Christian 76,4% Protestant 



 SOCIETY AS RESOURCE AND 

RISK II. SEMINAR 
 

 43  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Barbuda 
3,6% Folk Religion 10,4% Roman Catholic 

5,4% other Christian 

Argentina 85,2% Christian 

12,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

92% Roman Catholic 

2% Protestant 

2% Jewish 

Bahamas 96% Christian 67,6% Protestant (35,4% Baptist) 

13,5% Roman Catholic 

15,2% other Christian 

Barbados 95,2% Christian 63,4% Protestant (28,3% Anglican) 

4,2% Roman Catholic 

7% other Christian 

Belize 87,6% Christian 

8,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,5% Folk Religion 

39,3% Roman Catholic 

Bolivia 93,9% Christian 95% Roman Catholic 

5% Protestant 

Brazil 88,9% Christian 

7,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,8% Folk Religion 

73,6% Roman Catholic 

15,4% Protestant 

Canada 69% Christian 

23,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,1% Muslim 

1,4% Hindu 

1,2% Folk Religion 

1% Jewish 

42,6% Roman Catholic 

23,3% Protestant 

4,4% other Christian 

1,9% Muslim 

27,8% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Chile 89,4% Christian 

8,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,5% Folk Religion 

70% Roman Catholic 

17,2% other Christian 

Columbia 92,5% Christian 

6,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

90% Roman Catholic 

10% other 
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Costa Rica 90,9% Christian 

7,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

76,3% Roman Catholic 

15,7% other Christian 

Cuba 59,2% Christian 

23% Religiously unaffiliated 

17,4% Folk Religion 

85% Roman Catholic (nominally) 

Dominica 94,4% Christian 

3% Folk Religion 

61,4% Roman Catholic 

20,6% Protestant 

8,9% other Christian 

Dominican Republic 88% Christian 

10,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

95% Roman Catholic 

Ecuador 94,1% Christian 

5,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

95% Roman Catholic 

Grenada 96,6% Christian 

1,3% Folk Religion 

53% Roman Catholic 

13,8% Anglican 

33,2% other Protestant 

Guatemala 95,2% Christian 

4,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

Roman Catholic, Protestant, Folk 

Religion 

Guyana 66% Christian 

24,9% Hindu 

6,4% Muslim 

30,5% Protestant 

28,4% Hindu 

8,1% Roman Catholic 

18,8% other Christian 

7,2% Muslim 

Haiti 86,9% Christian 

10,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,2% Folk Religion 

80% Roman Catholic 

16% Protestant 

(roughly half of the population practices 

voodoo) 

Honduras 87,6% Christian 

10,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,1% Folk Religion 

97% Roman Catholic 

3% Protestant 

Jamaica 77,2% Christian 62,5% Protestant 
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17,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

4,5% Folk Religion 

2,6% Roman Catholic 

35,1% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Mexico 95,1% Christian 

4,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

82,7% Roman Catholic 

8% other Christian 

Nicaragua 85,8% Christian 

12,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,4% Folk Religion 

58,5% Roman Catholic 

23,2% Protestant 

Panama 93% Christian 

4,8% Religiously unaffiliated 

85% Roman Catholic 

15% Protestant 

Paraguay 96,9% Christian 

1,7% Folk Religion 

89,6% Roman Catholic 

6,2% Protestant 

Peru 95,5% Christian 

3% Religiously unaffiliated 

1% Folk Religion 

81,3% Roman Catholic 

Saint Kitts and Nevis 94,6% Christian 

1,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,5% Hindu 

1,3% Folk Religion 

Anglican, other Protestant, Roman 

Catholic 

Saint Lucia 91,1% Christian 

6% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,9% Other Religion 

67,5% Roman Catholic 

18,2% Protestant 

5,1% other Christian 

2,1% Rastafarian 

Saint Vincent and 

the Grenadines 
88,7% Christian 

3,4% Hindu 

2,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

2% Folk Religion 

1,5% Muslim 

75% Protestant (47% Anglican, 28% 

Methodist) 

13% Roman Catholic 

12% other 

Salvador 88,2% Christian 

11% Religiously unaffiliated 

57,1% Roman Catholic 

21,2% Protestant 
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Suriname 51,6% Christian 

19,8% Hindu 

15,2% Muslim 

5,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

5,3% Folk Religion 

27,4% Hindu 

25,2% Protestant 

22,8% Roman Catholic 

19,6% Muslim 

Trinidad and 

Tobago 
65,9% Christian 

22,7% Hindu 

5,9% Muslim 

1,9% Folk Religion 

1,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

26% Roman Catholic 

25,8% Protestant 

5,8% other Christian 

22,5% Hindu 

5,8% Muslim 

United States 78,3% Christian 

16,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,8% Jewish 

1,2% Buddhist 

2,3% Other Religion 

51,3% Protestant 

23,9% Roman Catholic 

1,7% Mormon 

1,6% other Christian 

1,7% Jewish 

19,8% other; religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Uruguay 57,9% Christian 

40,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

47,1% Roman Catholic 

11,1% non-Catholic Christians 

41,8% other; Religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

Venezuela 89,3% Christian 

10% Religiously unaffiliated 

96% Roman Catholic (nominally) 

2% Protestant 
a Source: The Global Religious Landscape – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Major Religious Groups as of 2010 – 
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 17/07/2013 
b Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ – 20/07/2013 

In Australia and Oceania, the Christianity (81.8%) is the major religion (Table 4.7). Within Christianity, the 

share of Roman Catholics and Protestants (Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, etc) is almost the same. 

Relatively small proportion of the believers is active and practicing member of a church, a significant part of the 

population is regarding the religion as a private matter. 

Task:Based on Table 4.7 analyze the change of the religious composition of the population of Australia and 

Oceania between 1900 and 2006! 

Table 4.7  Religious composition of the population of Australia and Oceania  (1900, 2006) (million people) 
 

  
1900 2006 
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Christian 5 27 

Roman Catholic 1 9 

Protestant 2 8 

Anglican 2 5 

Orthodox 
  

1 

Muslim 
    

Hindu 
    

Chinese Folk Religions 
    

Buddhist 
  

1 

Sikh 
    

Jewish 
    

Folk Religion 1 
  

Other Religion 
  

1 

Nonreligious people 
  

4 

Atheist 
    

Total population 6 33 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

Task: Based on Table 4.8, analyze the denominational distribution of the countries of the Australia and 

Oceania, and define geographical regions of the religions on the continent! 

Table 4.8: Denominational distribution of the countries of Australia and Oceania  (2010) 
 

Country Pew Research Center – 

Pew Research Forum on Religion & Public 

Life a 

CIA – The World Factbook b 

Australia 67,3% Christian 

24,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,7% Buddhist 

2,4% Muslim 

1,4% Hindu 

27,4% Protestant (18,7% Anglican) 

25,8% Catholic 

10,6% other Christian 

2,1% Buddhist 

1,7% Muslim 

Federated States of 95,3% Christian 52,7% Roman Catholic 
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Micronesia 
2,7% Folk Religion 41,7% Protestant (40,1% 

Congregational) 

Fiji 64,4% Christian 

27,9% Hindu 

6,3% Muslim 

55,4% Protestant (34,6% Methodist) 

27,9% Hindu 

9,1% Roman Catholic 

6,3% Muslim 

Kiribati 97% Christian 55% Roman Catholic 

36% Protestant 

3,1% Mormon 

2,2% Baha’i 

Marshall Islands 97,5% Christian 54,8% Protestant 

25,8% Assembly of God 

8,4% Roman Catholic 

8,5% other Christian 

Nauru 79% Christian 

8,1% Folk Religion 

4,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,1% Buddhist 

45,8% Protestant 

33,2% Roman Catholic 

14,1% Other Religion 

New Zealand 57% Christian 

36,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,1% Hindu 

1,6% Buddhist 

1,2% Muslim 

50,8% Religiously unaffiliated; 

unspecified 

44,3% Christian (11,6% Catholic, 

10,8% Anglican) 

2,1% Hindu 

1,4% Buddhist 

Palau 86,7% Christian 

1,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

12,1% Other Religion 

41,6% Roman Catholic 

23,3% Protestant 

18,7% Other Religion 

Papua New Guinea ˃ 99% Christian 69,4% Protestant 

27% Roman Catholic 

Samoa 96,8% Christian 59,9 Protestant (34,8% 

Congregational) 

19,6% Roman Catholic 
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12,7% Mormon 

Solomon Islands 97,4% Christian 

1,3% Folk Religion 

73,7% Protestant 

19% Roman Catholic 

4,4% other Christian 

Tonga 98,9% Christian Christian 

Tuvalu 96,7% Christian 98,4% Protestant (97% 

Congregational) 

Vanuatu 93,3% Christian 

4,1% Folk Religion 

55,6% Protestant (31,4% Presbyterian) 

13,1% Roman Catholic 

13,8% other Christian 
a Source: The Global Religious Landscape – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Major Religious Groups as of 2010 – 
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf– 17/07/2013 
b Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ – 20/07/2013 

6. 5. Distribution of the world's population by 
religious groups II. 

6.1. 5.1. Content 

Regional geographical study of religions II.: The most important religious trends, religious regions, and 

denominational distribution of the populations of Africa and Asia. 

6.2. 5.2. Review of the curriculum 

The three dominant religions of Africa are Christianity, Islam and Folk Religions (Table 5.1, Figure 5.1). The 

proportion of Christians is 46.8%; Muslims and followers of Folk Religions are making up 39.8% and 12.1% of 

the total population. It is remarkable that number and proportion of atheists and nonreligious people is very low, 

which can be explained by that the faith and religious experience is very important in the African people’s life; 

their everyday life is interwoven by magical and religious beliefs and practices. 

Task:Based on Table 5.1 and Figure 5.1, analyze the change of the religious composition of the African 

population between 1900 and 2006! 

Table 5.1  Religious composition of Africa’s population  (1900, 2006) (million people) 
 

  
1900 2006 

Christian 10 433 

Roman Catholic 2 152 

Protestant 3 122 

Anglican 1 45 

Orthodox 4 39 
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Muslim 35 368 

Hindu 
  

3 

Chinese Folk Religions 
    

Buddhist 
    

Sikh 
    

Jewish 
    

Folk Religion 63 112 

Other Religion 
  

2 

Nonreligious people 
  

6 

Atheist 
  

1 

Total population 108 925 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

 

Figure 5.1:  Religious composition of the African population  (2006) 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p 

Geographical regions of the religions in Africa : 6 

Africa can be divided into three main regions by religious point of view: Islam is the dominant in the north; 

Christianity is dominant in the south; while the central part of the continent, Sub-Saharan Africa is the buffering 

zone of these two major religions, where even today there is huge number of the followers of the Folk Religions, 

as well. 

                                                           
6 Sources: Horváth, P. n.d., Hunyadi, L. 1995, 2002. 
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In the northern part of Africa, the share of Islamic religion is over 95%. In the territories of Mauritania, 

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya, we can only find followers of other religions scattered. The situation is 

slightly different in Egypt and Sudan. In Egypt, which is the most important cultural and scientific centre of the 

Islamic world, the rate of Sunni Muslims is above 85-90%, but millions of Coptic Christians live in this country 

- it is the Arab world's largest Christian community – and other Christian community scatters can be found be 

here, too (Hotváth, P n.d.). Although the proportion of Muslims in Sudan is 90%, in South Sudan Christians and 

followers of indigenous religious beliefs are the majority. 

The next major geographical region of the religions includes the southern parts of the Sahara, the region of 

the Gulf of Guinea and the Sahel zone; which is religiously mixed, mostly inhabited by Muslims. The area is 

characterized by that the proportion of Muslims is decreasing from north to south, while the number of 

Christians is growing at the same level. The proportion of followers of indigenous religious beliefs is still high 

in many countries in the region. In Nigeria, which is also the most populous country of the region and Africa; 

the share of the Muslims (Hausa and Fulani people), who in the northern area and the Christians (Yaruba and 

Igbo people), who in the southern are is almost the same. There were several armed conflicts amongst them in 

the past. 

The eastern part of Africa shows a very diverse geography of religions. In Ethiopia, most of the population 

belongs to the ancient Ethiopian (Coptic) Christian Church, which has been dominant in the whole history of the 

country. In Eritrea, about half the population is Coptic Christian and the other half is Muslim. In Djibouti and 

Somalia, more than 95% of the population is Muslim. The latter is the only homogenous country in the region 

according to religious point of view. Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi are both have Christian majority. 

However in Tanzania, the proportions of Christians, Muslims and Folk Religionists are equal (in Zanzibar, 

which is part of the country, the Islamic faith is the dominant). 

That African region, which belongs to the Congo Basin, is perhaps the most important centre of the Catholic 

Christianity of the continent. In Gabon, Republic of Congo and the Democratic Republic of Congo the Roman 

Catholics are the relative or absolute majority. 

In the southern region of Africa, south of the Congo Basin, principally the Protestant Christianity and the 

presence of the tribal religions are typical. The exceptions are the former Portuguese colonies, Angola and 

Mozambique, where the Roman Catholic religion is the dominant. The most determining state of the region is 

the Republic of South Africa, where the large proportion of the population is Protestant Christian (Methodist, 

Dutch Calvinist, etc.); but in addition to the Catholics and followers of Afro-Christian Religions, due to the 

Asian immigrants many non-Christian religious communities (Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists) also can be found 

here. 

Task: Based on Table 5.2, analyze the denominational distribution of the African countries, and define 

geographical regions of the religions on the continent. 

Table 5.2 Denominational distribution of the African countries  (2010) 
 

Country Pew Research Center – 

Pew Research Forum on Religion & 

Public Life a 

CIA – The World Factbook b 

Algeria 97,9% Muslim 99% Muslim (Sunni) 

Angola 90,5% Christian 

5,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

4,2% Folk Religion 

47% Folk Religion 

38% Roman Catholic 

15% Protestant 

Benin 53% Christian 

23,8% Muslim 

18,1% Folk Religion 

27,1% Catholic 

24,4% Muslim 

17,3% Vodoun 
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10,4% Protestant 

5,3% other Christian 

15,5% other 

Botswana 72,1% Christian 

20,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

6% Folk Religion 

71,6% Christian 

6% Badimo (traditional Botswana 

religion) 

Burkina Faso 61,6% Muslim 

22,5% Christian 

15,4% Folk Religion 

60,5% Muslim 

19% Catholic 

15,3% Animist 

4,2% Protestant 

Burundi 91,5% Christian 

5,7% Folk Religion 

2,8% Muslim 

82,8% Christian (61,4% Roman 

Catholic, 21,4% Protestant) 

2,5% Muslim 

Cameroon 70,3% Christian 

18,3% Muslim 

5,3% Religiously unaffiliated 

3,3% Folk Religion 

40% Christian 

40% Folk Religion 

20% Muslim 

Cape Verde 89,1% Christian 

9,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,5% Folk Religion 

Roman Catholic (infused with 

indigenous beliefs) 

Protestant 

Central African 

Republic 
89,5% Christian 

8,5% Muslim 

1% Folk Religion 

35% Folk Religion 

25% Protestant 

25% Roman Catholic 

15% Muslim 

Chad 55,3% Muslim 

40,6% Christian 

1,4%Folk Religion 

53,1% Muslim 

20,1% Catholic 

14,2% Protestant 

7,3% Animist 

Comoros 98,3% Muslim 

1% Folk Religion 

98% Muslim (Sunni) 
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Côte d'Ivoire 44,1% Christian 

37,5% Muslim 

10,2% Folk Religion 

8% Religiously unaffiliated 

38,6% Muslim 

32,8% Christian 

11,9% Folk Religion 

Democratic Republic 

of Congo 
95,8% Christian 

1,8% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,5% Muslim 

50% Roman Catholic 

20% Protestant 

10% Muslim 

Djibouti 96,9% Muslim 

2,3% Christian 

94% Muslim 

6% Christian 

Egypt 94,9% Muslim 

5,1% Christian 

90% Muslim 

9% Coptic 

Equatorial Guinea 88,7% Christian 

5% Religiously unaffiliated 

4% Muslim 

1,7% Folk Religion 

Christian (nominally predominant 

Roman Catholic) 

Eritrea 62,9% Christian 

36,6% Muslim 

Muslim, Coptic, Roman Catholic, 

Protestant 

Ethiopia 62,8% Christian 

34,6% Muslim 

2,6% Folk Religion 

43,5% Ethiopian Orthodox 

33,9% Muslim 

18,6% Protestant 

Gabon 76,5% Christian 

11,2% Muslim 

6% Folk Religion 

5,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

55-75% Christian 

Animist 

Gambia 95,1% Muslim 

4,5% Christian 

90% Muslim 

8% Christian 

Ghana 74,9% Christian 

15,8% Muslim 

4,9% Folk Religion 

4,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

71,2% Christian 

17,6% Muslim 

5,2% Folk Religion 
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Guinea 84,4% Muslim 

10,9% Christian 

2,7% Folk Religion 

85% Muslim 

8% Christian 

7% Folk Religion 

Guinea-Bissau 45,1% Muslim 

30,9% Folk Religion 

19,7% Christian 

50% Muslim 

40% Folk Religion 

10% Christian 

Kenya 84,8% Christian 

9,7% Muslim 

2,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,7% Folk Religion 

82,5% Christian (47,4% Protestant, 

23,3% Catholic) 

11,1% Muslim 

Lesotho 96,8% Christian 

3,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

80% Christian 

20% Folk Religion 

Liberia 85,9% Christian 

12% Muslim 

1,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

85,6% Christian 

12,2% Muslim 

Libya 96,6% Muslim 

2,7% Christian 

97% Muslim (Sunni) 

Madagascar 85,3% Christian 

6,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

4,5% Folk Religion 

3% Muslim 

52% Folk Religion 

41% Christian 

7% Muslim 

Malawi 82,7% Christian 

13% Muslim 

2,5% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,7% Folk Religion 

82,6% Christian 

13% Muslim 

Mali 92,4% Muslim 

3,2% Christian 

2,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,6% Folk Religion 

94,8% Muslim 

2,4% Christian 

2% Animist 

Mauritania ˃ 99% Muslim 100% Muslim 
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Mauritius 56,4% Hindu 

25,3% Christian 

16,7% Muslim 

48% Hindu 

23,6% Roman Catholic 

16,6% Muslim 

8,6% other Christian 

Morocco ˃ 99% Muslim 99% Muslim 

Mozambique 56,7% Christian 

18% Muslim 

17,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

7,4% Folk Religion 

28,4% Catholic 

27,7% Protestant 

17,9% Muslim 

Namibia 97,5% Christian 80-90% Christian (at least 50% 

Evangelical Lutheran) 

10-20% Folk Religion 

Niger 98,4% Muslim 80% Muslim 

20% other 

Nigeria 49,3% Christian 

48,8% Muslim 

1,4% Folk Religion 

50% Muslim 

40% Christian 

10% Folk Religion 

Republic of Congo 85,9% Christian 

9% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,8% Folk Religion 

50% Christian 

48% Animist 

Rwanda 93,4% Christian 

3,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,8% Muslim 

1% Folk Religion 

56,5% Roman Catholic 

26% Protestant 

11,1% Adventist 

4,6% Muslim 

São Tomé and Príncipe 82,2% Christian 

12,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

2,9% Folk Religion 

70,3% Catholic 

Senegal 96,4% Muslim 

3,6% Christian 

94% Muslim 

5% Christian 

Seychelles 94% Christian 82,3% Roman Catholic 
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2,1% Hindu 

2,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,1% Muslim 

7,5% Protestant 

3,4% other Christian 

2,1% Hindu 

1,1% Muslim 

Sierra Leone 78% Muslim 

20,9% Christian 

60% Muslim 

30% Folk Religion 

10% Christian 

Somalia ˃ 99% Muslim Muslim (Sunni) 

South Africa 81,2% Christian 

14,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

1,7% Muslim 

1,1% Hindu 

36,6% Protestant 

7,1% Catholic 

36% other Christian 

1,5% Muslim 

South Sudan 60,5% Christian 

32,9% Folk Religion 

6,2% Muslim 

Animist, Christian 

Sudan 90,7% Muslim 

5,4% Christian 

2,8% Folk Religion 

Muslim (Sunni) 

Swaziland 88,1% Christian 

10,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

1% Folk Religion 

40% Zionist(a blend of Christianity 

and indigenous ancestral worship) 

20% Roman Catholic 

10% Muslim 

30% other 

Tanzania 61,4% Christian 

35,2% Muslim 

1,8% Folk Religion 

35% African Folk Religion 

(indigenous beliefs) 

35% Muslim (Zanzibar: 99%) 

30% Christian 

Togo 43,7% Christian 

35,6% Folk Religion 

14% Muslim 

6,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

51% Folk Religion 

29% Christian 

20% Muslim 
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Tunisia ˃ 99% Muslim 98% Muslim 

Uganda 86,7% Christian 

11,5% Muslim 

42% Protestant (35,9% Anglican) 

41,9% Roman Catholic 

12,1% Muslim 

Western Sahara 

(Sahrawi Arab 

Democratic Republic) 

˃ 99% Muslim Muslim 

Zambia 97,6% Christian 50-75% Christian 

24-49% Muslim and Hindu 

Zimbabwe 87% Christian 

7,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

3,8% Folk Religion 

50%  part Christian, part indigenous 

beliefs 

25% Christian 

24% Folk Religion 
a Source: The Global Religious Landscape – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Major Religious Groups as of 2010 – 
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf –17/07/2013 
b Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ –20/07/2013 

According to the religious point of view, Asia is most heterogeneous continent (Table 5.3, Figure 5.2): Muslims 

are the relative majority with the proportion of 23.5%; Hindus are totalling up to 21.9%. The proportion of 

Buddhists, people of Chinese Folk Religions and the Christians come out at 9-10%, the Folk Religionists make 

up 3.7%. On the basis of the 2006 data, because of political circumstances in some countries, the ratio of the 

nonreligious people and atheists is 18.8%. 

Task:Based on Table 5.3 and Figure 5.2 analyze the change of the religious composition of the Asian 

population between 1900 and 2006! 

Table 5.3  Religious composition of Asia’s population  (1900, 2006) (million people) 
 

  
1900 2006 

Christian 23 354 

Roman Catholic 11 126 

Protestant 1 59 

Anglican 
  

1 

Orthodox 7 13 

Muslim 160 927 

Hindu 203 865 

Chinese Folk Religions 380 386 

Buddhist 127 376 
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Sikh 3 25 

Jewish 1 6 

Folk Religion 51 145 

Other Religion 14 123 

Nonreligious people 
  

617 

Atheist 
  

127 

Total population 962 3951 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

Figure 5.2  Religious composition of the Asian population  (2006) 

Source: Kocsis, K. 2010, 318. p. 

Geographical regions of the religions in Asia : 7 

On the religious map of Asia some great, non-Christian belief systems are dominating. The Middle Eastern and 

the Central Asian region are parts of the Islamic world. 

In Turkey, the ratio of Muslims is 98%, the majority of them is Sunni (Shiites live in the eastern part of the 

country). Although the most important pontifical seat of the Orthodox Christianity, the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

of Constantinople is in Istanbul, the representatives of the various Christian Churches make up together only a 

small fraction of the total population (Horváth, P. n.d.). 

The exception in the Middle East is Israel, because three-quarters of the population is Jewish. In the Palestinian 

National Authority, the territories of the Gaza Strip and Cisjordan (West Bank) the hegemony of the Islam is 

observed. Also the religiously divided Lebanon should be mentioned, where the Muslim majority is 60%, and 

the combined rate of Christians is almost 40%. 

In the Islam’s homeland, the Arabian Peninsula, the followers of Muhammad Prophet are over 95% in each 

country. The diversity is that, more than half of Yemen’s population is Shiite, while in other countries the 

Sunnis are the great majority. Saudi Arabia follows the Wahhabi branch of the Sunni Islam (Horváth, P. n.d.). 

Iraq and Iran has a population of more than 95% Muslim. However they are different, in the aforementioned 

country two-third (primarily the Arabs and the Kurds in the north are Sunnis), in the latter one about 90% of the 

population is Shiite (the other Shiite country in the region is Azerbaijan, as mentioned in the previous lesson). 

The republics of Central Asia, which became independent from the Soviet rule in the early 1990s, create a 

separate geographical region of religions in Asia. The constituent nations have Sunni Islamic faiths, but we can 

find religious minorities in all five countries, primarily Russian Orthodox Christians who settled in during the 

Soviet period (the highest proportion of them can be found in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan). 

The Indian subcontinent is the buffer zone of Hinduism and Islam, and it is the former birthplace of Buddhism. 

In the Republic of India the proportion of Hindus is 80%, here lives more the 90% of the world’s Hinduism 

followers (the other country in the region with Hindu majority is Nepal). Muslims share a rate of 13-14%, but 

due to the enormous number of the total population (India is the second most populous country in the world), 

this 13-14% percent makes up about 170 million people; therefore India has the world's second largest Muslim 

community (because of the unpunctual statistical data Pakistan and India are rotating on the second and third 

place of the ranking). The proportion of Christianity (in the south-western part of the country) and Sikh religion 

(Punjab) is both around 2%. Sunni Muslim countries in the region are Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh; 

                                                           
7 Sources: Horváth, P. n.d., Hunyadi, L. 1995, 2002. 
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however in Sri Lanka the Theravada Buddhism is the most dominant religion (Sinhalese majority is Buddhist 

and the Tamil minority is Hindu). 

The Southeast Asian region is an independent and religiously diverse area. The majority of the population of 

Myanmar and Thailand are the followers Theravada Buddhism; in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam the believers of 

theMahayana Buddhism are the great majority. According to the religious point of view, Malaysia is the most 

diverse country of the region with Sunni Muslim absolute majority. In Indonesia the share of the Sunni Islam is 

above 85%, in terms of absolute numbers this country has the largest Muslim community in the world (more 

than 200 million people). The other island country of Southeast Asia is the Philippines, which has the largest 

Roman Catholic community in Asia due to the Spanish colonisation. 

The denominational distribution of China’s population is almost impossible to typify correctly, due to the 

antireligious actions of the Maoist period and because of the mixing of the Confucianism, Taoism and 

Mahayana Buddhism (which is the Chinese Universalism). The birthplace of the Tibetan Buddhism, Tibet is 

located in Northwest China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, which has Muslim majority population. 

The share of Christians is 4%, who mostly live in the major cities of eastern part of country. 

The Korean Peninsula shows a special religious scene. In north, where “officially” 70% of the population is 

nonreligious, followers of Buddhism and Chinese Universalism can be found, too. In addition to the presence of 

these two religions, the unusual phenomenon is the high proportion of Christians in South Korea: the followers 

of the Protestant Churches and sects make up about a quarter of the total population, Catholics share about 7-8% 

(Horváth, P. n.d.). 

The denominational distribution of Japan’s population cannot be specified precisely due to the “fusion” of the 

Shintoism and Zen (school of Mahayana Buddhism). Many Japanese – especially the young ones – opposed to 

religions, therefore the proportion of nonreligious people is high. 

Task:Based on Table 5.4, analyze the denominational distribution of the Asian countries, and define 

geographical regions of the religions on the continent. 

Table 5.4 Denominational distribution of the Asian countries  (2010) 
 

Country Pew Research Center – 

Pew Research Forum on Religion & Public 

Life a 

CIA – The World Factbook b 

Afghanistan ˃ 99% Muslim 80% Sunni Muslim 

19% Shiite Muslim 

Bahrain 70,3% Muslim 

14,5% Christian 

9,8% Hindu 

2,5% Buddhist 

81,2% Muslim 

9% Christian 

9,8% other 

Bangladesh 89,8% Muslim 

9,1% Hindu 

89,5% Muslim 

9,6% Hindu 

Bhutan 74,7% Buddhist 

22,6% Hindu 

1,9% Folk Religion 

75% Buddhist (Lamaistic) 

25% Hindu 

Brunei 75,1% Muslim 67% Muslim 
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9,4% Christian 

8,6% Buddhist 

6,2% Folk Religion 

13% Buddhist 

10% Christian 

10% other 

Cambodia 96,9% Buddhist 

2% Muslim 

96,4% Buddhist 

2,1% Muslim 

China (People’s 

Republic of China) 
52,2% Religiously unaffiliated 

21,9% Chinese Folk Religion 

18,2% Buddhist 

5,1% Christian 

1,8% Muslim 

Daoist (Taoist) 

Buddhist 

3-4% Christian 

1-2% Muslim 

Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea 

(North Korea) 

71,3% Religiously unaffiliated 

12,3% Folk Religion 

2% Christian 

1,5% Buddhist 

12,9% Other Religion 

Buddhist, Confucianist, Christian 

East Timor ˃ 99% Christian 98% Roman Catholic 

India 79,5% Hindu 

14,4% Muslim 

2,5% Christian 

80,5% Hindu 

13,4% Muslim 

2,3% Christian 

1,9% Sikh 

Indonesia 87,2% Muslim 

9,9% Christian 

1,7% Hindu 

86,1% Muslim 

5,7% Protestant 

3% Roman Catholic 

1,8% Hindu 

Iran ˃ 99% Muslim 98% Muslim (89% Shiite, 9% Sunni) 

Iraq 99% Muslim 97% Muslim (60-65% Shiite, 32-37% 

Sunni) 

Israel 75,6% Jewish 

18,6% Muslim 

3,1% Religiously unaffiliated 

2% Christian 

75,1 Jewish 

17,4% Muslim 

2% Christian 

1,6% Druze 
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Japan 57% Religiously unaffiliated 

36,2% Buddhist 

1,6% Christian 

83,9% Shinto 

71,4% Buddhist 

2% Christian 

Jordan 97,2% Muslim 

2,2% Christian 

92% Muslim (Sunni) 

6% Christian 

Kazakhstan 70,4% Muslim 

24,8% Christian 

4,2%Religiously unaffiliated 

70,2% Muslim 

26,2% Christian (23,9% Russian 

Orthodox) 

Kuwait 74,1% Muslim 

14,3% Christian 

8,5% Hindu 

2,8% Buddhist 

85% Muslim (70% Sunni, 30% Shiite) 

15% other 

Kyrgyzstan 88% Muslim 

11,4% Christian 

75% Muslim 

20% Russian Orthodox 

Laos 66% Buddhist 

30,7% Folk Religion 

1,5% Christian 

67% Buddhist 

31,5% other 

1,5% Christian 

Lebanon 61,3% Muslim 

38,3% Christian 

59,7% Muslim 

39% Christian 

Malaysia 63,7% Muslim 

17,7% Buddhist 

9,4% Christian 

6% Hindu 

2,3% Folk Religion 

60,4% Muslim 

19,2% Buddhist 

9,1% Christian 

6,3% Hindu 

2,6% Chinese Folk Religions 

Maldives 98,4% Muslim Muslim (Sunni) 

Mongolia 55,1% Buddhist 

35,9% Religiously unaffiliated 

3,5% Folk Religion 

3,2% Muslim 

2,3% Christian 

50% Buddhist (Lamaistic) 

40% Religiously unaffiliated 

6% Shamanist and Christian 

4% Muslim 
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Myanmar 80,1% Buddhist 

7,8% Christian 

5,8% Folk Religion 

4% Muslim 

1,7% Hindu 

89% Buddhist 

4% Christian 

4% Muslim 

Nepal 80,7% Hindu 

10,3% Buddhist 

4,6% Muslim 

3,7% Folk Religion 

80,6% Hindu 

10,7% Buddhist 

4,2% Muslim 

Oman 85,9% Muslim 

6,5% Christian 

5,5% Hindu 

75% Ibadhi Muslim 

25% other (Sunni and Shiite Muslim, 

Hindu) 

Pakistan 96,4% Muslim 

1,9% Hindu 

1,6% Christian 

96,4% Muslim (85-90% Sunni, 10-

15% Shiite) 

Palestine (State of 

Palestine) 
97,6% Muslim 

2,4% Christian 

Gaza Strip: 99,3% Muslim 

Cisjordan (West Bank): 75% Muslim, 

17% Jewish, 8% Christian and other 

Philippines 92,6% Christian 

5,5% Muslim 

1,5% Folk Religion 

82,9% Catholic (80,9% Roman 

Catholic) 

5% Muslim 

Qatar 67,7% Muslim 

13,8% Christian 

13,8% Hindu 

3,1% Buddhist 

77,5% Muslim 

8,5% Christian 

14% other 

Republic of Korea 

(South Korea) 
46,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

29,4% Christian 

22,9% Buddhist 

43,3% Religiously unaffiliated 

31,6% Christian(24% Protestant, 7,6% 

Roman Catholic) 

24,2% Buddhist 

Saudi Arabia 93% Muslim 

4,4% Christian 

100% Muslim 
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1,1% Hindu 

Singapore 33,9% Buddhist 

18,2% Christian 

16,4% Religiously unaffiliated 

14,3% Muslim 

5,2% Hindu 

2,3% Folk Religion 

9,7% Other Religion 

42,5% Buddhist 

14,9% Muslim 

8,5% Taoist 

4,8% Catholic 

9,8% other Christian 

4% Hindu 

Sri Lanka 69,3% Buddhist 

13,6% Hindu 

9,8% Muslim 

7,3% Christian 

69,1% Buddhist 

7,6% Muslim 

7,1% Hindu 

6,2% Christian 

Syria 92,8% Muslim 

5,2% Christian 

74% Sunni Muslim 

16% other Muslim 

10% Christian 

Taiwan 

(Republic of China) 

44,2% Chinese Folk Religion 

21,3% Buddhist 

12,7% Religiously unaffiliated 

5,5% Christian 

16,3% Other Religion 

93% Buddhist and Taoist 

4,5% Christian 

Tajikistan 96,7% Muslim 

1,6% Christian 

85% Sunni Muslim 

5% Shiite Muslim 

10% other 

Thailand 93,2% Buddhist 

5,5% Muslim 

94,6% Buddhist 

4,6% Muslim 

Turkmenistan 93% Muslim 

6,4% Christian 

89% Muslim 

9% Eastern Orthodox 

United Arab 

Emirates 
76,9% Muslim 

12,6% Christian 

6,6% Hindu 

96% Muslim (16% Shiite) 

4% other 



 SOCIETY AS RESOURCE AND 

RISK II. SEMINAR 
 

 64  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

2,0% Buddhist 

Uzbekistan 96,7% Muslim 

2,3% Christian 

88% Muslim 

9% Eastern Orthodox 

Vietnam 45,3% Folk Religion 

29,6% Religiously unaffiliated 

16,4% Buddhist 

8,2% Christian 

80,8% Religiously unaffiliated 

9,3% Buddhist 

6,7% Catholic 

Yemen ˃ 99% Muslim Muslim 
a Source: The Global Religious Landscape – A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Major Religious Groups as of 2010 – 
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf– 17/07/2013. 
b Source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ – 20/07/2013. 

7. 6. Geographical study of the most important 
religions I. 

7.1. 6.1. Content 

Geographical study of the branches of religions I.: The evolution, history, key doctrines and regional 

characteristics of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

7.2. 6.2. Review of the curriculum8 

The Judaism (or Israelitic9 religion) is monotheistic and one of the three Abrahamic religions, which had 

evolved approximately between the 1st and 2nd millennium BC in the historical Israel and Judea. The Judaism is 

based on the monotheism, the Torah and the adherence of the divine laws. The Torah is the oldest written relic 

of the Jews; which describes the ancient history of the Jewish people from the Genesis, by the series of convents 

of God, as long as Moses received the Ten Commandments. According to the tradition God gave the Ten 

Commandments at the revelation time in the Mount Sinai to Moses, who passed it to the Jewish people. The 

Pentateuch includes the written portion of the Torah. The Talmud is the most important collection and thematic 

system of the post-Bible Jewish literature, it includes the Jewish legal and religious foundations, the collections 

of unwritten law and it is the thesaurus of the interpretations of the Bible. 

The number of the followers of the Judaism is between 15-20 million people; according to the religion statistics 

and literature. The Second World War, the Holocaust and the following years (the State of Israel was founded in 

1948) radically reorganized the spatial situation of the Jews. Today the largest Jewish community, 6-8 million 

people live in the United States; regionally in the metropolises of the East Coast, and their density is 

concentrating in New York. The second largest Jewish population (6 million people) live in Israel, where they 

make up the absolute majority with three-quarters of the total population (it is the only country in the world with 

Jewish majority). Significant Jewish minorities can be found in Russia, France, Ukraine, United Kingdom, 

Germany and Hungary (their numbers estimated between 80-200 thousand people, but the most accepted 

statistic is 100 thousand). In addition to the United States; Canada, Argentina and Brazil could be highlighted in 

the Americas; and in Africa the Republic of South Africa. A few thousand, rarely ten thousand followers of the 

Judaism could be founded in almost every country of the world. 

Task: 

                                                           
8Sources: Becsei, J. 2004; Horváth, P. (n.d.); Hunyadi, L. 1995; Kocsis, K. 2010; Kovács, Z. 2010. 
9The Israelitic (Israelitish, Israelite or Hebrew – in Hungarian izraelita) expression was used in Hungary from the 19th century until the last 
decade of 20th century, today the followers of Judaism in Hungary, define themselves and their religion as Jews or Jewish people. 
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1. Demonstrate the geographical location of Jewish people using the following thematic maps and data tables 

(6.1 – 6.2). 

2. Describe the evolution, history, key doctrines of Judaism and the impact of the doctrines on socio-economic 

life, using Hungarian and foreign language literatures. 

 

Figure 6.1 Regional distribution of Jewish people I. (2010) 

Source: http://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2012/07/daily-chart-16 – 01/08/2013 
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Figure 6.2 Regional distribution of Jewish people II. (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 42. p. – 01/08/2013 

 

Table 6.1 The world’s Jewish population by region (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 43. p.– 01/08/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2017
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2017
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Table 6.2: Top 10 countries with the largest number of Jews (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 43. p.– 01/08/2013 

The Christianity is a monotheistic religion with over 2.2 billion followers and it is the world’s largest religious 

community. The Christianity is based on the Old Testament and life and teachings of John the Baptist, Jesus 

Christ and their first followers. Christians believe that Jesus is the Messiah, who had been foretold by the 

prophecies of the Old Testament; who also known as Christ and the Redeemer of mankind from alls sins. The 

Christian faith considers Jesus the son of God, who is fully a God and fully a man in one person. 

Today the followers of Christianity can be found in almost every country in the world, at least in diaspora 

communities. The majority of the population of Europe, America, Australia and Oceania is the follower of the 

Christian faith. Also slightly less than the half of Africa’s population is Christian; however the proportion of 

them in Asia is just 5% and 10% (in Asia, the Christian missions had much less effect, because they confronted 

with completely evolved and developed religions). 

Christianity is made up by many religious practises which vary from culture to culture; and by many 

denominations which creed various faiths. The Christian denominations which evolved in the past two thousand 

years could be grouped into four main branches: Early Christianity, Eastern Orthodoxy, Catholicism and 

Protestantism (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity). 

During the first centuries of Christianity, all followers of Christ called themselves Catholic (the Greek 

catholikismos means "according to the whole"). After the East-West Schism the western Christians who accept 

the Bishop of Rome as the Pope, are called Catholics. 

The Roman Catholic Church is the largest unified religious community of the world, the number of its 

followers is about 1.2 billion people. Its antecedent was the Latin (Western) Christianity of the western half of 

the Roman Empire, which were parting of the ways with the Greek (Eastern) branch in 1054. After the seceding 

of the Protestant Churches, the numbers of the Catholics decreased throughout many regions of Europe or they 

were forced to live together with the Protestants (Horváth, P. n.d.). More than 40% of the advocates are living in 

Latin America now (more than 85% of the continent's population is Roman Catholic). 25% of the Catholics are 

European, but their numbers are significant in Africa, Asia and North America, too. Europe is dominant in the 

Catholic world, and also the importance of Catholicism is decisive in Europe today; especially in the southern, 

southwestern Mediterranean area; and in Ireland, Belgium and in most of the Central European countries 

(specifically Poland), too. Apropos of the United States it is interesting that in the country, which is often 

mentioned as the “citadel of the Protestantism”, the Catholics are the relative majority, by far it is the largest 

organized religious community, and the proportion of them have been growing constantly. Today in Africa the 

missionary rivalry between Christians and Muslims, Catholics and Protestants is taking place. In Sub-Saharan 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2018
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Africa and southern parts of the continent the proportions can be associated with past colonialism: the former 

British colonies are Protestants; the sphere of the French, Belgian and Portuguese influence is predominantly 

Catholic Christian; and their expansion is still continuing – at the expense of the “nature religions” (Horváth, P. 

n.d.). The least Christian and Catholic continent is Asia, where only in one country, in the Philippines is the 

Catholic religion the majorities’ belief. 

The second largest group of Christianity are the Protestant Churchesand religious communities, with about 400 

million followers, which were created by the secede from the Roman Catholic Church. They are resolving into 

countless smaller and larger churches and religious communities. The Lutheran Church formed by the doctrines 

of Luther; and the Calvinism (also called the Reform tradition) formed in virtue of the doctrines of Calvin. The 

Anglican Church (which classification as a Protest Church is controversial) separated from Rome during the 

reign of Henry VIII of England. Notable Protestant churches are the Baptist, Methodist, Adventist, Pentecostal 

Church, Jehovah's Witnesses, the Nazarene, the Mormon and Unitarian. The European Protestantism is the 

major religion of three significant regions: on the British Isles – with the exception of Ireland – Anglicans are 

the majority; most of the population of the Nordic countries, Estonia and Latvia are Lutheran; and the third 

block is the religiously divided Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands. The largest and most important 

population of the Protestant Christianity can be found in North America, primarily located in the U.S., where a 

number of Protestant churches and denominations settle. 

The Orthodox and other Christians make up the third largest block of the world’s Christianity. The Early 

Christian Churches can be divided into two groups: Assyrian Church of the East and Oriental Orthodoxy. The 

latter include the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Eritrean Orthodox Church, the Indian Orthodox Church, the 

Coptic Orthodox Church, the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church and the Syrian Orthodox Church. Some of 

the Early Christians lives in the Arab world (especially in Lebanon, Iraq and Syria), and in Israel. The majority 

of the Armenians, Copts of Egypt, and certain groups of people in East Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia and Sudan) are 

among the Early Christians. Another important group of the Eastern Christians are the Orthodox Churches. 

According to the self-definition of the Orthodox Christians, the Orthodoxy is the only legitimate heir of the 

universal Christianity, what is the only religion which preserved the teachings of Jesus and the Twelve Apostles 

without changes, which were determined by the first seven Ecumenical Councils (Synods). They do not 

recognize the supreme dignity of the Pope; they do not have a centralized organisation; currently four 

patriarchates and several independent national churches made up the Orthodoxy. Today a total of 15 

independent (autocephalous) Orthodox Churches are: Patriarchate of Constantinople, Patriarchate of Alexandria, 

Patriarchate of Antioch, Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Patriarchate of Moscow and all Russia, Patriarchate of 

Georgia, Patriarchate of Peć and the Serbian Lands, Patriarchate of Romania, Patriarchate of Bulgaria, Cypriot 

Orthodox Church, Orthodox Church of Greece, Polish Orthodox Church, Albanian Orthodox Church, Czech and 

Slovak Orthodox Church and Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. The Churches also 

show the basic geographical location of the Orthodox Christians. 

Task: 

1. Demonstrate the geographical location of Christians using the following thematic maps and data tables (6.3 – 

6.4). 

2. Describe the evolution, history, key doctrines of Christianity and the impact of the doctrines on socio-

economic life, using Hungarian and foreign language literatures. 
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Figure 6.3 Regional distribution of Christians (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 17. p.– 01/08/2013 

 

Figure 6.4 The proportion of Christians by country (2011) 

Source:  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/Christian_percentage_by_country.png – 

01/08/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2017
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/Christian_percentage_by_country.png
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Table 6.3 The world’s Christian population by region (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 18. p. – 01/08/2013 

 

Table 6.4 Top 10 countries with the largest number of Christians (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 18. p. – 01/08/2013 

The Islam is monotheistic and the youngest of the world’s major religions. The Islam now is one of the fastest 

growing and evolving religions. The number of adherents is more than one and a half billion people, after 

Christianity it is the world's second largest religious community. It is based on the revelations which are 

considered as Allah’s words, which were given to the followers of the Arabian Peninsula by Prophet 

Muhammad in the first third of the 7th century, and which were gathered in the Qur’an by the Muslims after his 

death. The Qur’an is the primary and most important source of Islam, accordance with Muslims, it is a work 

which is revealed by Allah, and it contains the words of Allah. Another fundamental source of Islamic faith and 

teachings is the Sunnah, which is handled as divine guidance by the most of the Islamic branches; and the 

Islamic religious law, theology and religious practice consider it like authentic source. In the Sunni branch of 

Islam the Sunnah means all of the teachings and actions of Prophet Mohamed and his associates; in the Shiite 

branch it expands with teachings and deeds of Imams as well. The so-called Five Pillars of Islam are the five 

basic acts in Islam, considered obligatory for all believers: the shahadah (creed), daily prayers (salat), 

almsgiving (zakah), fasting during Ramadan and the pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj) at least once in a lifetime. 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2017
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2018
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Throughout the history of Islam it has divided into three sharply distinct branches, which recognize each other's 

existence, the Muslim entity of its members; however they stand in perpetual ideological struggle with each 

other: the Sunni(87-90% of Muslims), the Shiite (10-13%), the Kharijites and other branches (1-3%). The word 

Sunni believed to come from the term that Sunnis think they are the ones who follow Sunnah faithfully. The 

Shiites (meaning "followers", "faction", or "party" of Muhammad's son-in-law and cousin Ali) also follow the 

traditions, but they supplemented them with new ones. They also believe that to lead the Muslim community, 

Allah selected infallible imams from the Prophet Muhammad's family. The Khawarij branch basically separated 

from the other branches of Islam by political means; and it represents a stronglyanti-authoritarian approach. All 

three branches have other branches too. 

The vast majority of Muslims live in an area which ranges from West Africa, throughout the Middle East and 

Central Asia to the Indonesian islands (Indonesia has the largest Muslim population). This area is almost 

coherent, where the proportion of Muslims exceeds 90-95% in several countries. Most of the Muslims live in 

Asia, however the highest proportion of them can be found in Africa, where they display 40% of the total 

population. 

Other parts of the world have a much smaller number and proportion of Muslims. In Europe the Muslim 

minorities in Russia, the Muslims of the European part of Turkey, significant part of the population of Albania 

and Kosovo, and the Bosnians in Bosnia and Herzegovina can be mentioned first. The other part of the Muslims 

is made up by immigrants, former guest workers and their descendants; who settled in the countries of the 

western half of the continent, particularly in Germany, France and the United Kingdom. The proportion of 

Muslims is very low throughout the Americas, Australia and Oceania; the major exception is the United States, 

where because of the numbers of the Asian immigrants and African Americans who converted to Islam, their 

number reaches 6 million people; and their share is less than 2%. 

The mainstream branch of Islam, the Sunni Islam exclusively presents or forms the overwhelming majority 

against the Shiites in most of the Muslim countries. The Shiites are only majority in Iran, Iraq, Azerbaijan and 

Bahrain. 

Task: 

1. Demonstrate the geographical location of Muslims using the following thematic maps and data tables (6.5 – 

6.7). 

2. Describe the evolution, history, key doctrines of Islam and the impact of the doctrines on socio-economic life, 

using Hungarian and foreign language literatures. 
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Figure 6.5 Regional distribution of Muslims (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 21. p. – 01/08/2013 

 

Figure 6.6 The proportion of Muslims by country (2012) 

Source:  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/World_Muslim_Population_Pew_Forum.png – 

01/08/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2021
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/World_Muslim_Population_Pew_Forum.png
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Figure 6.7 The predominant areas of Sunni and Shiite Muslims (2010) 

Source:  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Sunni-Shi%27a_map.png – 01/08/2013 

 

Table 6.5 The world’s Muslim population by region (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 22. p.– 01/08/2013 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Sunni-Shi%27a_map.png
http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2022
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Table 6.6 Top 10 countries with the largest number of Muslims (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 22. p. – 01/08/2013 

8. 7. Geographical study of the most important 
religions II. 

8.1. 7.1. Content 

Geographical study of the branches of religions II.: The evolution, history, key doctrines and regional 

characteristics of Hinduism, Buddhism and Chinese Religions. 

8.2. 7.2. Review of the curriculum10 

The ancient religion of India is the Hinduism or Brahmanism (today the two concepts considered as synonyms). 

It is polytheistic and the oldest of the world’s religions. Hinduism is a religious system, which has been 

persistently evolving throughout the history. From the Gods and Goddesses of Hinduism, Brahma (the Creator), 

Vishnu (the Preserver) and Shiva (the Destroyer) are excelling. The oldest scriptures of Hinduism are the Vedas 

(the Sanskrit véda means knowledge), which are not the theorizing of a single man, but they are the sum of 

beliefs which has been evolving over thousands of years. The followers of the religion declare themselves with 

“dharma” expression. Dharma means a universal cosmic law and order, a timeless principle, which is not 

created; it has been and always will remain exist; to which every existing thing has to accommodate oneself to. 

The Hindus believe in reincarnation, the characteristic of their religious system is the rigid hierarchical social 

caste system (the system of Varna), which divides the Hindu society into four board ranks/casts (the Sanskrit 

phrase is varna) – Brahmins, Kshatriya, Vaishyas and Shrudas – and two groups outside the caste system 

(Pariahs and Dalits). 

After Christianity and Islam the Hinduism is the third largest religion of the world, it has about 1 billion 

followers. 

It is relatively easy to sketch its spatial distribution. More than 90% of the Hindus live in the territory of the 

Republic of India, where they correspond to 80% of the total population. Nepal is the other country with Hindu 

majority, where also four-fifth of the people is the follower of the religion. In Mauritius, half of the population is 

Hindu. Based on their number and/or proportion in Asia, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Pakistan, Indonesia 

                                                           
10Sources: Becsei, J. 2004; Horváth, P. (n.d.); Hunyadi, L. 1995; Kocsis, K. 2010; Kovács, Z. 2010. 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2022
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(more than 90% of the residents of Bali is Hindu) should be mentioned, together with the Arab States of the 

Persian Gulf. How immigrants or their descendants live in other parts of the world of course; principally Fiji; 

Republic of South Africa; the Latin American Guyana and Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago; and the United 

States, Australia and the United Kingdom could be highlighted by the number of Hindus. 

Task: 

1. Demonstrate the geographical location of Hindus using the following thematic maps and data tables (7.1 – 

7.2). 

2. Describe the evolution, history, key doctrines of Hinduism and the impact of the doctrines on socio-economic 

life, using Hungarian and foreign language literatures. 

 

Figure 7.1 Regional distribution of Hindus (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 28. p. – 22/07/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2017
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Figure 7.2 The geographical spread of Hinduism 

Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/Hinduism_percentage_by_country.png – 

22/07/2013 

 

Table 7.1 The world’s Hindu population by region (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 29. p. – 22/07/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2022
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Table 7.2 Top 10 countries with the largest number of Hindus 

(2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 29. p. – 22/07/2013 

The religions of China are the Confucianism, Taoism and the Chinese Universalism. It is common in East 

Asia that one person is follower of more religions at the same time. In China, Confucianism, Taoism, Chinese 

Universalism and Mahayana Buddhism are mingling. The ancient Chinese belief system is defined by an all-

embracing, universal approach, and it has been enriched by further elements throughout the history: it 

incorporated the ethics of Confucianism, the walk of life of Taoism, and the elements of Mahayana Buddhism. 

Therefore the Universalism is the syncretism of all kinds of thoughts and belief systems; it is the Folk Religion 

of China. “The Confucianism added the folk beliefs, the rules which determining the everyday life; the Taoism 

added the rituals and emotional manifestations; and the Buddhism added the principles of walk of life, the idea 

of redemption and the veneration of the dead” (Becsei, J. 2004, 311. p.). 

The number of its followers could be hundreds of millions, but due to the religion policy of the People’s 

Republic of China in the second half of the 20th century, and because of the Chinese religions are rather slants of 

life than religions considered in the Western sense; estimating their followers is almost impossible. 

The vast majority of the followers of Chinese religions live in the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan; but 

on the grounds of the migration of the Chinese population, the local Chinese communities are forming 

considerable diasporas in many countries around the world. Due to the powerful definiteness of the ethnic 

characteristic, the global spread of the Universalism is equal to the spread of the (Han) Chinese ethnical group 

(Kocsis, K. 2010). Because of the large number of its followers, it can be regarded as major religion. 

Task: 

Describe the evolution, history, key doctrines of the Chinese religions and the impact of their doctrines on socio-

economic life, using Hungarian and foreign language literatures. 

Buddhism is a nontheistic religion that encompasses a variety of traditions, beliefs and practices, based on the 

teachings of the historical Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, who lived in the northeastern region of the Indian 

subcontinent in the 6th century BC. Buddha rejected the caste system, but retained the doctrine of soul 

transmigration, although he interpreted the latter differently than the Hindu religion. The most important 

doctrine is that, because of the life is suffering; the aim is to get rid of these suffers by renunciation of desires, to 

achieve the sublime state of nirvana; and to exit from the perpetual circle of rebirth and suffering. Therefore the 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2018
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Buddhism is seen as the path of liberation, which can be achieved through the understanding of the nature of 

ultimate reality. 

The teachings of Buddha had not been written down, the understanding of them is spreading by agents, and 

therefore the Central Message of Buddhism has been continuously changing. Over time, the three main branches 

of Buddhism emerged: the Theravada (“The School of Elders”) and Mahayana ("The Great Vehicle") and 

Vajrayana (" The Diamond Way"). The Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism are called as Hinayana Buddhism 

("Inferior Vehicle", "Deficient Vehicle"). Another explanation could be that the Theravada is the only school of 

Hinayana. 

Full details of the number of Buddhists cannot given due to the aforementioned East Asian feature (one man 

follows more than one religion); religion statistical sources disclose the number of followers between 350 to 900 

million people. While studying the proportion of the three major branches of Buddhism, the following 

conservative valuation could be given: 56-66% is Mahayana; 30-38% is Theravada and 3-6% is Tibetan 

(Vajrayana) Buddhist. 

The Buddhism is a missionary religion; however it has been almost completely ousted from India, but become a 

major religion. Its openness and tolerance to other religions made the Buddhism capable to merge with local 

religions, and thus its local version has been created over Asia (Kovács, Z. 2010). 

The vast majority of Buddhists live in Asia, but diffused in more countries and diverse areas throughout the 

world, than the followers Hinduism and Buddhism, who remained within the framework of a single culture or 

ethnicity (Horváth, P. n.d.). 

The most ancient branch of Hinayana Buddhism, the Theravada Buddhism has many followers in Sri Lanka (the 

Sinhalese majority) and Southeast Asia (Myanmar, Thailand). 

The Mahayana school has the most adherents, this school of Buddhism is widespread over East Asia: in China 

(Chán Buddhism), Japan (Zen Buddhism), Korea, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. The third school, the 

Vajrayana Buddhism is typical in Tibet, Bhutan and Mongolia, but the Buryats and Kalmuks who live in Russia 

are the followers of Tibetan Buddhism, too. All over the world the number of Buddhists is increased by the 

immigrants and the missionary activities. 

Task: 

1. Demonstrate the geographical location of Buddhists using the following thematic maps and data tables (7.3 – 

7.5). 

2. Describe the evolution, history, key doctrines of Buddhism and the impact of the doctrines on socio-economic 

life, using Hungarian and foreign language literatures. 
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Figure 7.3 The geographical spread of Buddhism (6  th   century BC – 7  th   century AD) 

Source: http://www.worldreligions.psu.edu/maps-buddhism.htm – 22/07/2013 
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Figure 7.4 Regional distribution of Buddhists (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 31. p.– 

22/07/2013 

 

Table 7.3 The world’s Buddhist population by region (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 32. p.– 22/07/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2022
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Table 7.4 Top 10 countries with the largest number of Buddhists (2010) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf – 32. p.– 22/07/2013 

 

Figure 7.5 The geographical distribution of the three major schools of Buddhism 

Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/68/Buddhist_sects.png – 22/07/2013 

http://www.pewforum.org/files/2014/01/global-religion-full.pdf%20–%20%2018
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9. 8. The geographical dimensions of health status of 
the population and health care 

9.1. 8.1. Content 

Az egészségföldrajz fogalma, tárgya, kialakulása, fejlődése, kutatási irányzatai; az egészségi állapot területi 

különbségei a Földön; az egészségügyi ellátórendszer területi jellemzése. 

9.2. 8.2. Review of the curriculum 

The concept, the subject and the formation of health geography 

The health plays an increasingly important role in the life of society. The health geography examines the 

geographical aspects of health, which concept is not clearly defined in hungarian literature. 

From a scientific approach, it is an independent, inter-disciplinary and multi-disciplinary part of science, which 

belongs to social geography, which examines the health status and health-related behaviour of the population, 

and examines the geographic and spatial aspects of all related social phenomena (health system and care, etc) 

(Pál V. - J. Tóth 2007). 

The geographical concepts and techniques used for health problems are also considered as health geography, 

that is the geographical methods and geographical approach to the field of health, illness and healthcare 

industries. 

Approaching from the scientific issues those problems belongs to health geography, which fall into the 

intersection of medicine, geography, health economics and management, sociology, health statistics and 

demographics. There are several names for this specialized branch of science in Hungary: for example, 

„orvosföldrajz”(medical geograpy) „egészségügyi földrajz”, „egészségföldrajz” (health geography). 

The most important co-, co-and similar discipline for health geography are other parts of the geographical 

sciences, medicine, demography, statistics, economics and sociology. Many information van be gathered about 

the social and political action forms related to health and regionalism (Pál, V. 2005). 

Human health is increasingly appreciated in the course of history, which is closely related to socio-economic 

development level in a given area. Nowadays, it can be well observed that in the developed countries the 

population receives the highest level of the health care services, while in the developing countries the most basic 

conditions are not available (Pál, V. – Uzzoli, A. 2008). 

The first historical studies of "health geographic" is related to Hippocrates, who first brought the development of 

diseases associated with environmental factors, the climate (during his research he probably relied on Indian or 

Egyptian standards). From a medical point of view, the analyzing of the „places” begun in this period (Birtalan, 

Gy. 1990). 

However the medical geography, as a field of science, can be related to the appearance of the large epidemic 

outbreak. The first map representations were appeared in connection with the diseases which were graphically 

illustrated the spread of the disease. One classic example is the 1848 London cholera epidemic, in which John 

Snow –with the demonstration ont he map - got to that conclusion, that the infected drank from the same 

fountain, therefore the source of infection could be excluded. 

The scientists have given an increasing importance to public health, and the working class have experiencedand 

the lack of suitable conditions as well (Pál, V. 1998). 

After this mentioned background, the five distinct disciplines of traditional health geography have been formed: 

the disease ecology, geographical epidemiology, the geography of spreading disease, the "geography of hunger" 

and the medical meteorology. 

The formation of modern trends of health geography and the appearance of its research fields can be dated to the 

1980s. Its topics are primarily related to territorial structure of the health care system, the accessibility and 

utilization issues, health planing and spatial structure of resources. The institutionalization of interconnection of 

geography and medical science was made by in 1964, when the Hungarian Geographical Society Committee on 
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Medical Geography was established. From 1966, the articles of hungarian authors were disclosed in foreign 

language in the Geographia Medica Hungarica journal. The journal was Medica Geographia between 1969-

1970, then – in 1969-70 – it was considered as one of the international medical journals (Pál, V. 1998) 

The emergence of modern health geography can be placed in the 1980s, but unlike the previous, the focus 

shifted from the epidemiological approach to the availability of health services, to the geography of the health 

systems. As a prominent experts in the field we have to mention Éva Orosz, who deals with geography of the 

health system in her publications; furthermore we have to mention Annamária Uzzoli, who examines the socio-

spatial differences in health status, and Viktor Pál, who besides the theoretical issues of health geography, he 

highlights the analysis of health care and the accessibility issues for researching in the Southern Great Plains 

(Uzzoli, A. 2001, 2004, Pál, V. 2006). 

Regional differences in the health status of the Earth 

The personal and social value of health have been constantly changed throughout the history. It has become a 

major issue to be resolved in the 20 century, and it has mainly been achieved in developed countries. The reason 

is that in these countries the health has become very important and the health cult has been evolved (such as 

weight loss, wellness). (Losonczi, Á. 1998.) People are more engaged in their health, their looks, with their age 

and with the preservation of their health (prevention) as before. 

In developing countries the aspect of the health has appreciated by other reasons under which these countries 

can be divided into two groups. One of them is made up of the poorest (black-african/sub-saharan) countries. In 

these countries the diseases casused by infectious and parasites still determinant in the mortality (eg, malaria, 

hepatitis B, and HIV / AIDS), which is casued by poverty, malnutrition, poor hygiene and the undeveloped 

healthcare. Countries that belong to the second group, as a result of economic development, chronic diseases are 

increasing their ratio in the mortality structure.(Forgács, I. 2004). 

Examining the certain areas of the world from the aspect of the life expectancy at birth, the differences of 

development of health are well-outlined, since there is a correlation between these two factors. The highest life 

expectancy is in Europe,which is followed by North and Central America. The average indicators of Australia 

and Oceania, South America and Asia are nearly identical, but Africa is far below the world average at this 

issue. Examining the individual countries separately, we can mainly say, that the life expectancy at birth for 

women is higher than men's, but there are exceptions as well, especially among developing countries (eg. 

Lesotho, Mozambique, Zimbabwe). According to datas from 2011, (CIA World Factbook estimate) the life 

expectancy at birth is 89.7 years in Monaco, which is the highest (including that of men 85.8 and for women 

93.7 years). Monaco is followed by San Marino, which took the second place, and Andorra is at the third place, 

which countries belong to the dwarf countries. An average of 81 years are characterized in the members of the 

first ten ranking (Japan, Singapore, Australia, Italy, Canada, France, Spain) as well. The life expectancy at birth 

In Hungary was 74.8 years, 78.8 for women, 71 years for men. The world average is 66.6 years (women 68.8, 

men: 64.5 years).On the last positions of the ranking we can find only African countries (Central African 

Republic, Malawi, Djibouti, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mozambique, Lesotho, Zambia, Angola, Swaziland). 

Swaziland has the lowest values, the life expectancy at birth was only 31.9 years in (women: 32.2, men: 31.6 

years), because a significant proportion of the population infected with HIV (see Lesson 9). 

The sharp regional differences can be explained by several reasons, like economic development, living 

conditions, health care, the high occurence of diseases (such as the aforementioned HIV) which are significantly 

impact the life expectancy at birth (http://tamop412a.ttk.pte .hu/files/foldrajz2/ch02s02.html). 

Description of the regional health care system 

Over the past four decades the life expectancy of the population in developed countries have significantly 

improved. Between 1960 and 2005, life expectancy at birth – based on the average of the OECD countries – has 

extended 9 years: from 69.5 year to 78.6 years. This is a result of many factors, and one of the factors is the 

economic development which is not even the crucial one. It is confirmed by while the GDP per capita in 2005 in 

the United States was the third highest (only Luxembourg and Norway was preceded by), the life expectancy of 

the U.S. population is one of the worst in the OECD countries. In addition, life expectancy in the United States 

increased less, than as available in 1960 at a similar level comparable countries (eg Italy, Germany). 

„During the progresson of developed countries int he XX. century development, particularly after the World 

War II, with the evolving of the welfare states, there became a significant difference emerged between the U.S. 

and European health care systems. The difference is not occured in the specific organizational attributes (eg. the 
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funding position), but the fundamental political and ethical principles, on which are based on European and 

American health care systems. In Western European countries, the solidarity is a traditional value, and the 

current modern health systems is a key political priority for equality of access to services” (Orosz, É. n.d.). 

„In the market model is based on the principle of consumer sovereignty in which the U.S. health care system is 

based on. Consequently, the main form of financing is solved by the private insurance and direct payment by the 

patient. The advantage of the market model is, that it is able to adjust the solvent demand those with 

differentiated consumer needs. The disadvantage of this model, that there are significant differences between the 

insurance holders depending on the insurence bought by the employer, or in the case of individual insurance, 

that how insurance is paid based on the risks to health and income status, and even they do not have the layers of 

solvent demand, who are most in need of health care (the poor, the elderly). 

The real health care systems have not purely one or the other model characteristics - the difference is given by 

that which model's value system, or structural features are dominant. In Western European countries, besides the 

the dominance of public funds (solidarity principle) voluntary supplementary insurance plays an important 

complementary role. In the USA it is financed for the elderly from the federal budget for Medicare, the poorest 

people without income is financed from the state Medicaid programs provide insurance.” Orosz É. é.n). 

„A strictly economic considerations also indicate a more effective functioning of the European health systems 

based on the dominance of public funding. Over the past decades, experience has shown that the Western 

European health systems could influence more the macro-level trends in health care. Growth rate of health 

spending is less torn from the development of economic growth, than in the U.S.” (Orosz, É. n.d.). 

The per capita health expenditure of the U.S. is 2.2 times more than the EU (15) countries average, while the 

impact on health status and health care systems, performance indicators are pointing that these are worse in the 

United States are worse than in most developed countries (Orosz, É. n.d.). 

Geographical analysis of the Hungarian health care 11 

Hungary has a significant history of geographic differences in the spatial analysis of health status. Int he last two 

decades, the intensified geographical health research focuses on the health of domestic and regional 

characteristics and the complex and the resources of the health system. 

The deterioration of health status has existed since the mid-1960s, resulting that Hungary has increasingly torn 

from the countries with advanced health culture. The health status of the population is worse than what would 

follow the country's economic development level of sophistication. For years, the mortality rate is increasing in 

middle-aged and younger age groups, it is characterized as a very high number of premature deaths, the high 

mortality of middle-aged men are outstanding. Although the number of suicides have significantly reduced (in 

1990, 4133 people committed suicide, buti n 2012, there were "only" 2,350 such cases), but at an international 

level it is still high, there is a high number and ratio of the population who has addiction, and most cancer deaths 

per 100 thousand people registered in our country. "The worsening of the mortality relationships for decades in 

the early nineties have become an epidemiological crisis in Hungary, which essentially affects the whole adult 

population" (Józan, P. 1994). 

The political processes of change of regime has worsened the state of health of the population in Central and 

Eastern European countries. „Hungary’s unfavorable morbidity (diseases) and mortality (death) situation is 

unique even among the former socialist countries. The Soviet successor states has worse health status than the 

health status of Hungary.” (Uzzoli, A. 2007). 

The extremely unfavorable health conditions in Hungary is characterized by significant regional 

differences. "While the best and worst values of the average life expectancy at birth is 2.5 years in the best and 

worst county, the difference is nearly 10 years between the districts 

of Budapest. On the basis of most of the health indicators favorable health status area of the country in the 

north-western Transdanubia (Győr-Moson-Sopron, Vas, Veszprem county), while in the most north-eastern 

Hungary (Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén) is outlined. Compared to the national average, 

among the western part of the country, Somogy county is the worst, and on the eastern part of the country 

Csongrád county has th ebest position. Compared to the national average Budapest has a relatively favorable 

health status: unfavorable situation in the capital is only proved on the spatial concentration of cancer deaths. 

Regional inequalities of life expectancy is mainly affected by health-related quality of life. "( Uzzoli, A. 2007). 
                                                           
11 Made pursuant to section  of chapter Uzzoli Annamaria studies. 
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9.3. 8.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Define the health geography and list of research areas! 

2. What differences are observed in terms of health, health status between developed and developing countries? 

3. Describe the developed world, two basic health care system! 

4. Place the 8.1 Based on figure among the areas of health geography to geography! 

 

F igure 8.1 The location and relationship with the geography of health geography 

Source: Pál, V. 2005, 437. p. 

5. What differences can be observed on the basis of the state to the private health care providers and assessment 

of the population in Hungary? (Figure 8.2). 
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Figure 8.2. Public and private health care providers in our country rating 

Source: http://www.egeszsegkalauz.hu/egeszsegtar/az-aktiv-lakossag-nem-erzi-magat-biztonsagban-az-

egeszsegugyi-rendszerben-axa-gki-felmeres-103449.html – 24/08/2013 

6. What factors determine the change in each country's health care costs? How has health care costs in some 

European countries in the period 2007-2011 changed? (Figure 8.3) 

 

Figure 8.3. Changes in health spending between 2007-2011 

Source: http://figyelo.hu/cikk_print.php?cid=ezt-kell-tenni – 24/08/2013 

7. Determine with the help of the 8.4 - 8.6 Figure that what factors influence our country's health care - among 

other things! 

http://www.egeszsegkalauz.hu/egeszsegtar/az-aktiv-lakossag-nem-erzi-magat-biztonsagban-az-egeszsegugyi-rendszerben-axa-gki-felmeres-103449.html
http://www.egeszsegkalauz.hu/egeszsegtar/az-aktiv-lakossag-nem-erzi-magat-biztonsagban-az-egeszsegugyi-rendszerben-axa-gki-felmeres-103449.html
http://figyelo.hu/cikk_print.php?cid=ezt-kell-tenni
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Figure 8.4 The number of certificates issued Retiring abroad Hungarian health workers (2006-2011) 

Source: http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_11_01_archive.html – 24/08/2013 

 

http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_11_01_archive.html
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Figure 8.5 Purchasing power parity-adjusted range of medical payments in each country (2011) 

Source: http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_11_01_archive.html – 24/08/2013 

 

Figure 8.6 Healthcare Expenditure in Europe (2009) 

Source:  http://napidoktor.hu/cikk/169.21131/Egeszsegugyi-penzkerdes – 24/08/2013 

8. Compare the 8.1 Tabl of countries on the basis of health status, according to the parameters specified! 

Table 8.1 The health care power of selected countries 

 

Source: 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop412A/0007_a4_1049_1051_fenntarthatofejl_2/az_emberiseg_ves

zelyeztetett_egeszsegi_allapota_6xGlgpQDoDYlFrsX.html – 24/08/2013 

http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_11_01_archive.html
http://napidoktor.hu/cikk/169.21131/Egeszsegugyi-penzkerdes
http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop412A/0007_a4_1049_1051_fenntarthatofejl_2/az_emberiseg_veszelyeztetett_egeszsegi_allapota_6xGlgpQDoDYlFrsX.html
http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop412A/0007_a4_1049_1051_fenntarthatofejl_2/az_emberiseg_veszelyeztetett_egeszsegi_allapota_6xGlgpQDoDYlFrsX.html
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9. What is the relationship of economic development and health outcomes from environmental activities? (Table 

8.2). By analysing the carbon dioxide gas emissions , outline the difference between the potential threats to 

public health in developed and developing countries? 

Table 8.2 Population and carbon dioxide emissions (2008) 

 

Source: 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop412A/0007_a4_1049_1051_fenntarthatofejl_2/a_fosszilisenergia_

felhasznalas_globalis_kornyezetkarositasa_9udgbur3fR2RFUGg.html – 24/08/2013 

10. Analyse the selected demographic characteristics and regional differences in health outcomes in the context 

of 8.7 and 8.8 based on images! 

 

Figure 8.7  The life expectancy of world countries (2011) 

Source: 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Life_Expectancy_2011_CIA_World_Factbook.png – 

19/03/2013 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop412A/0007_a4_1049_1051_fenntarthatofejl_2/a_fosszilisenergia_felhasznalas_globalis_kornyezetkarositasa_9udgbur3fR2RFUGg.html
http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop412A/0007_a4_1049_1051_fenntarthatofejl_2/a_fosszilisenergia_felhasznalas_globalis_kornyezetkarositasa_9udgbur3fR2RFUGg.html
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Figure 8.8  The natural growth and life expectancy differences in the Earth 

Source:  http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0032_kornyezetvedelem/ch03.html – 24/08/2013 

10. 9. The Pandemics 

10.1. 9.1. Content 

The historical overview, the spatial ascepts and the socio-economic impacts of the most important historical and 

recent pandemic (smallpox, cholera, plague, typhoid, malaria, Spanish flu, HIV-AIDS, bird flu, etc.). 

10.2. 9.2. Review of the curriculum 

Although in recent decades the development of medical science, public health, emergency care system and 

regulations have been spread worldwide, with the introduction of the vaccination, the role of infectious diseases 

have been reduced in the world, but of recent pandemic indicated that the infectious diseases and the global 

epidemics caused by them is a fact, we need to calculate with in the present and in the future. 

Concepts 

Infectious disease: infection occurs when a pathogen invades the body and there colonizing proliferated. The 

appearance of infectious disease can be: acute, subacute, subchronicus, chronic. 

Acute: rapid course, approx. a week or two. 

Chronic: 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0032_kornyezetvedelem/ch03.html
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- there are asymptomatic and symptomatic periods; 

- it lasts until the end of our lives. 

(Source: http://egeszsegugy.hupont.hu/49/fertozes - 12/08/2013). 

Infectious diseases are capable of directly or indirectly spread from person to person, from animals to humans, 

or between animals (Meglécz K. 2012). It may occur in several forms. It is called Sporadic, if some sporadic 

cases independently occur, the connection between them can not be detected. If a large number of infectious 

diseases occur in a short period of time, and there is a connection between the cases, we talk about epidemic. If 

the specific infectious disease is permanently present at a specific area, we talk about endemia. We talk 

about Pandemic, when the epidemic spread to several continents or to the entire world. (Nagylucskai, S. 1999). 

The reasons for the emergence of pandemics 

„There are three premises are needed for the spread of an epidemic: a source of infection, the environmental 

factors and conditions which allow the spread of the pathogen, and specific infectious diseases against 

susceptible species. Diseases that caused a pandemic in history had originally been endemic, so the source of 

infection was given. The other two elements of the disease process of the susceptible organisms were also 

available, as in other areas outside the endemic areas and continents the disease was disease was unknown.” 

(Meglécz, K. 2012, 97. p.). The second factor – the intervention of the spread of pathogenic conditions and 

environmental factors – was needed for the endemic disease for become epidemic and then it could become 

pandemic. (Meglécz, K. 2012). 

Devastating epidemics break out, when there is a sudden increase in the socal movement or when the transport 

is accelerated (such as maritime, aviation in the 20th century), or when the trade is liven, or entire groups of 

people change their place of residence. The developed road network and the liven of the trade has favored the 

rapid spread of pathogens, while people's immune system was unable to adapt to these things in such a short 

time. In most cases the population panic reactions have increased the problem: the people escaping from the 

diseases have spread the pathogen to places without the pathogen (Magyar, L. A. 2004). 

It is also observed that the wars and epidemics often correlated, the campaigns were – in many times - decided 

upon which fighting party was hit more serious. Until the The 20th century there were times, when the there 

were more victims of a disease than a military event. 

Large epidemics were likely ended because of the sudden decrease of population, natural selection and the 

immunization. The next pandemic could be able to proceed when a large number of susceptible population were 

re-appeared, or the pathogens have changed. This gives the cyclicity of the pandemic (Meglécz, K. 2012). 

Pandemic 

Smallpox 

The smallpox is a contagious disease that is caused by the poxvirus variolae virus. It was one of mankind's most 

devastating infectious disease. Among the infected there was usually a high mortality rate, many of the 

survivors went blinded (eg. Kölcsey Ferenc). The disease is spread by droplet infection, and in a short period of 

time a large number of serious proportions and caused high numbers of fatal disease. The occurrence of a single 

case has been an epidemic threat. 

The emergence of smallpox has been known ten thousand years ago, from northern Africa. It had spread over 

the world gradually, and epidemics have become a factor in shaping history several times. The disease have 

been already mentioned in the descriptions of ancient Egypt, India and China. 

In the early Middle Ages, in the 7th century, the smallpox has reached Europe, and it has caused recurrent fatal 

epidemics from the 13-16. century. The lethality of the disease ranged from 10 to 30%, the vast majority of 

people have gone through the illness, therefore according to the estimations, until the 18th century, about 60 

million people died as a result of smallpox (Meglécz K. 2012). In America, after the great geographical 

discoveries, the smallpox epidemic broke out with the appearance of the Spanish conquerors, which contributed 

significantly to the Aztec and the Inca empire's downfall. 

The ancient Chinese method of defense is the the so-called variolation, which is the deliberate infection of 

healthy people. The artificial infection is less dangerous (around 2% mortality) than natural infection and it 

http://egeszsegugy.hupont.hu/49/fertozes
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ensure immunity for a lifetime. English physician Edward Jenner in 1796 discovered that artificial infection by 

vaccinia – vaccination – has become a protection to the people, which is effective against human smallpox. 

The smallpox epidemics have been appeared even in the 20th century until the vaccination program was not 

global. Finally, the displacement of the disease was declared by the World Health Organization in 1980. (WHO) 

(http://www.ng.hu/Tudomany/2010/07/Tortenelemalakito_feketehimlo). Smallpox is therefore one of the few 

infectious diseases, which was eradicated worldwide by people (the last naturally acquired smallpox disease 

occurred in Somalia in October 1977). 

During the Cold War period, both the Soviet Union and the United States stored infectious virus stocks, because 

it is considered as a potential biological weapon. Although in the 1990s and then in the 2000s, they repeatedly 

agreed upon the deadline for the simultaneous destruction of the sets, but that have not happened yet. 

Cholera 

The cholera is the acute infectious disease casued by the Vibrio cholerae bacteria. It primarily spreads through 

faeces, vomit and waste water or with its contact with the raw food. The disease can be successfully cured by 

Symptomatic treatment, with high fluid loss replacement which prevents the dehydration of the patient. 

According to our present knowledge of cholera, it is originated from Asia, in the Indian sub-continent 

BC. 5 century, which spread within Asia’s borders for centuries. In 1817 cholera broke out in these areas and 

the worldwide spread of pandemic has begun. 

Seven cholera pandemic were recorded: the first took place 1817-1823, the second 1828-1837, the third 1844-

1864, the fourth 1865-1875, the fifth 1883-1896, and the sixth occured 1900 -1926. The seventh cholera 

pandemic have begun in 1961 and is still going on. The first three pandemic followed the caravan route in the 

mainland, and then spread along the major rivers. In the cases of the fourth, fifth and sixth pandemic, the 

maritime played an important role and in the case of the seventh pandemic the aviation was the the main driving 

force behind the spread (Meglécz, K. 2012). 

The cholera casused a large devastation in Hungary twice: at first in 1832-1833, then in 1872-1873. In both 

cases, the number of sick people has exceeded 500 thousand, whereas the mortality rate was 50-60%, the 

number of deaths – at the first time – exceeded the 200 thousend, and the second one was close to it. 

Epidemics occur even today, most recently after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti cholera epidemic broke out 

because of the deteriorating sanitary conditions, therefore out of 30 thousand patients, about 4500 have died. 

Plague 

The plague is caused by the Yersina plague bacteria. The disease was considered as incurable until 1894, when 

swiss Alexandre Yersin, the microbiologist of the Pasteur Institute discovered that, the pathogen of the 

contagion. Its pathogen can be transferred from rat flea to human, but it is spread by droplets as well. 

The plague is one of the so called quarantine diseases, which considered as high priority. Upon the occurrence 

of the the disease, emergency measures must be taken, and the incident must be reported to the World Health 

Organization. 

Asia was traditionally endemic areas, but it also occurs in other continents (Magyar, L. A. 2004). The plague 

have been established in the port cities of North Africa and Europe through the rats and rat fleas, and therefore it 

spread over the American continent as well. The pandemics in the 6th, the 14th (The largest European plague, 

the "Black Death" took place from 1347 to 1353) (Livi-Bacci, M. 1999), the 16th and the 19-20. century were 

those which caused the death of many people. It is estimated that the plague in Europe have taken 25 million 

people. In Hungary, the last outbreak occurred in 1737-1751 in the county of Hajdu-Bihar, Szabolcs-Szatmár, 

Szolnok and Csongrád (Meglécz, K. 2012). 

The plague has still not been defeated, the last major outbreak was in 1994 in India. Today, it appears only in 

tropical and subtropical countries because of the poor hygiene conditions. In developed countries, where the rats 

were nor infected, the disease was not occured. 

The plague is one of the WHO list of the twelve most dangerous biological weapons (which includes the 

following anthrax, the Ebola virus, the smallpox and the Marburg-viruses) 

http://www.ng.hu/Tudomany/2010/07/Tortenelemalakito_feketehimlo
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Typhoid 

The typhus occurs in epidemic form mainly in places where the overcrowded communities live in poor hygienic 

conditions. It is spread by body louse, sometimes with head lice spread from one person to another. 

Authentically it was first recorded in the siege of Granada, Spain in 1489. The besieging Spanish have lost three 

thousand men in the fighting, while the typhoid had killed seventeen thousand. The plague swept accross 

Europe several times from the 16th until the 19 th century, always accompanied by the wars. In the thirty-year 

war, between 1618 and 1658, plague and typhoid victim was about 8 millions. While Napoleon retreated from 

Russia, the disease has killed more French than are the Russians. There was a large epidemic ravaged in 

Ireland during the hunger which lasts from 1816 to 1819, then in the 1846-49 the typhod reached England, so 

the English noted this the disease as "irish fever", that affected all social strata, but especially the poor people. 

In the First World War the disease caused the death of three million people in Russia, and numbers of victims 

were even more in Rolamia and Poland. During World War I the typhoid death rate (lethality) was 10-40%. 

The first effective vaccine was developed by Rudolf Wigl polish zoologist between the two world wars 

(http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/T% C3% ADfusz). 

The effective defense against aphids appeared as the DDT insect venom, which was widely used in the Second 

World War against head lices. 

Malaria 

Malaria is a disease caused by the Anophelesmosquito induced by pathogens transmitted by females.The 

mosquitoes absorb the parasites from the blood of the infected people, then they pass it by a further tweak for 

healthy men. It is considered as a world endemic, occurs mainly in tropical regions. Approx. 350-500 million 

disease occurs per year, out of this number about one million is fatal consequences. 

The first surviving evidence from the malaria is from 2000 BC. The next major stage in the history of the 

disease was in about 1500, when European settlers and slaves were introduced malaria to America. 

Malaria occurs in tropical and subtropical areas. There are more than one hundred countries which has recorded 

malaria epidemics and diseases. One particularly dangerous zone of malaria is the sub-Saharan region. Malaria-

hazardous areas such as India and its neighboring islands, the Indonesian archipelago, Thailand, Cambodia and 

Vietnam. Malaria is also found in the Latin American continent, and it is particularly dangerous in Brazil near 

the Amazon area (http://www.utazaselott.hu/malaria-fertozes.html). 

Spanish Flu 

„Among the classic pathogen of pandemics, the influenza viruses remained those, which caused the largest 

number of diseases worldwide. In the antigens of influenza viruses there are a very diverse, so periodically new 

variants emerge against which most of the population is not protected, because the body's own immune system 

has not yet been developed against it, which makes it extremely infectious.” (Meglécz, K. 2012, 95. p.). 

The causative agent of influenza A, influenza B and C viruses. Widespread epidemics and pandemics are caused 

by the Avirus. In 1918-19 Spanish flu was an influenza A virus which was the most devastating pandemic that 

has infected the 20-40% of the Earth's total population. In the year of 1918 it has already claimed more victims 

than the first world war, in two years, about 50 million people died in the epidemic. The exact datas are not 

known (estimated 20 to 100 million publish the number of fatalities), partly because many countries did not 

provide accurate data, and secondly because they died out entire regions. With these numbers the Spanish flu 

epidemic had the most victims in the human history the Spanish flu. 

The place and date of first appearance of the disease is unknown, the first news of the epidemic came from 

Spain. The Spanish flu occurred in three waves: first in the spring of 1918 and fall of 1919 in many places 

finally took action. Spring of 1918 was not particularly deadly, while the autumn 1918 and the 1919 wave had 

many more deaths. 

The effectiveness and rapid spread of the pathogenicvirusn is a result of multiple mutations: the victims were 

mostly vulnerable against new diseases. 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%25%20C3%25%20ADfusz
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anopheles
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anopheles
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://www.utazaselott.hu/utazas-india.html
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://utazaselott.hu/utazas-indonezia.html
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://www.utazaselott.hu/utazas-thaifold.html
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://www.utazaselott.hu/utazas-kambodzsa.html
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://www.utazaselott.hu/utazas-vietnam.html
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://www.utazaselott.hu/utazas-brazilia.html
http://www.utazaselott.hu/malaria-fertozes.html
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%25C3%25B3rokoz%25C3%25B3
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%25C3%25B3rokoz%25C3%25B3
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mut%25C3%25A1ci%25C3%25B3
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betegs%25C3%25A9g
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Some parallel conjectures were made between the Spanish flu and today spreading bird flu, alleging that both 

disease spread through birds to humans (http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanyoln% C3% A1tha). 

Bird Flu 

Avian influenza is a viral disease that is caused by one of the influenza virus which has adapted to the organism 

of the birds. It can not solely make birds sick, the most dangerous form – the H5N1 – is also dangerous for 

humans as well (http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mad% C3% A1rinfluenza). 

Its history dates back to 1878, when the first outbreak was described in Italy. The virus was isolated in 1902 and 

was given the name chicken plague. More than half a century later, in 1955, it have shown that the domestic 

fowl isolated from pathogenic influenza belongs to the A viruses family 

(http://www.medicalonline.hu/cikk/madarinfluenza__az_ember_is_tovabbadja__2). 

In 1997, the only previously known veterinary circles avian influenza viruses huge devastation with chicken 

flock in Hong Kong and the H5N1 strain caused severe human disease and therefore this type was named by the 

WHO as one of a possible pandemic (pandemic) source. 

HIV-AIDS 

AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome = acquired immunodeficiency syndrome), is induced by the 

HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus = human immunodeficiency virus), which is practically 

100% mortality syndrome , which was identified,in 1981, but it was released much earlier. Since then, it has 

essentially become a curable infection (http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/AIDS), however, after a few years it has 

become a global disease, called plague of our times as well. 

The origin of the outbreak linked to sub-Saharan Africa, it is probably a mutation of the so called SIV, which 

occurs among the monkeys.  The "skipping" from monkeys to humans are probably bacause of the men who 

hunted the chimpanzees for their meat. The consumption of wild meat is extremely dangerous, because through 

it may be dangerous diseases in the human population. A detailed investigation of the epidemic place the real 

start to the 1940-50's. 

The increase in the number of infections was based on the classical epidemic curve. In the first period, the 

beginning of the 1990s was characterized (registered until 1987 to 5 million in 1990 to 15 million infected 

persons) a slow growth trend, then started a rapid growth phase. However, analysts point out that the number of 

known infected can be many times more the number of undetected HIV + people (Patkós, Cs. 2011). 

Today, the continent worst affected by AIDS in Africa in all aspects. The 70% of the infected live south of the 

Sahara, Botswana and Swaziland the infection is characterized by values of 35%. 

Asia is the continent most at risk for future growth. The current level of AIDS infection is everywhere lower 

than in Africa, but it is growing fast and that means lots of people are infected. According to the prognosis the 

increase in the number of AIDS infections in the two most populous countries, China and India will be 

important in the coming years, but because of the advanced health care system there won’t be so many infected 

than in Africa (Patkós, Cs. 2011). 

By an analysis the rapid spread of the infection in East and Central and Eastern Europe is characterized of one 

of the fastest in the world.  The reasons: the spread of intravenous drug use, poverty caused by poor hygiene, the 

deteriorating health after the political changes, social and economic uncertainty, the traditional social values 

(family, loyalty) relativity, significant deterioration, and the spreading of prostitution (Patkós, Cs. 2011 ). 

AIDS has been increasingly a global problem since its release of three decades ago. Although the spread can be 

observed in all continents, but the peripheral and semi-peripheral areas of the third world are the most 

vulnerable. The spread of the most affected areas of transport routes and nodes in the major urban centers. 

Today there are highly potent drugs, which significantly slowed the growth of the virus, the viral infection is 

even now cease. Inhibition of viral replication medicines do not cure HIV infection but greatly slow down the 

destruction of the immune system. HIV infection can be treated in this way, in fact it is an increasingly treatable 

chronic infection (http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/AIDS). 

Socio-economic impacts of a pandemic 

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mad%25C3%25A1rinfluenza
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madarak
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%25C3%25ADrus
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madarak
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/HIV
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%25C3%25ADrus
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hal%25C3%25A1l
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Szindr%25C3%25B3ma
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/1981
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/AIDS
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In addition to the previously mentioned negative aspects of the disease, there are positive effects as well, many 

changes can be observed. 

For example, the european cities began to – like in London - establish their sewerage, water supply systems, 

public health, sanitation and their organizations primarily due to the spreading of the disease due to 

contaminated drinking water and poor sanitation (Buda, J. 2005). The organization of military and public health 

was needed due to the cholera epidemic, more and more people began to deal with the bacteriology, 

epidemiology and the virology as well. The 1918-19 Spanish flu epidemic was devoted attention to the 

importance of international cooperation in health (Budai, J. 2003). 

Today, in order to prevent the development of the naturally occurring pandemics nodules- the relationship 

between sources of infectious and susceptible individuals, the second factor, ie the propagation mechanism 

carving out the work of public health professionals. „Any epidemic occurring in certain diseases increased at an 

early stage, can be -in compliance with health regulations – prevented, the people as the source of infection and 

rapid clinical diagnosis and adequate treatment elimination system facilitates. The system of compulsory and 

optional vaccinations will play a role in reducing the number of susceptible organisms.” (Meglécz, K. 2012, 98. 

p.). 

In today's globalized world it can be an excellent breeding ground for the emergence of pandemics, however, 

reduced compliance with preventive health regulations, eliminating the source of infection and immunization of 

susceptible organisms likelihood of developing diseases. 

10.3. 9.3. Questions, tasks 

1. What is a pandemic? 

2. List and describe briefly the major global epidemics! 

3. What is the impact of the pandemic on society and the economy? 

4. Compare the pandemic on the basis of the following parameters: number of infected, the number of victims, 

death rates! (Table 9.1, Figure, Figure 9.1, 9.2, 9.3) What trends can be identified on the basis of the figures, 

and justifies what is the reason? 

Table 9.1 pandemic mortality rates 
 

Name Number of infected Number of victims today Death rates 

Cholera ~500 million 45 million 1% 

Plague ~200 million 200 million 65% 

Spanish flu ~500 million 50 million 10% 

Asian influenza ~2 million 70 000 3.5% 

Hongkong influenza ~100 million 550 000 0.5% 

H1N1 ~200 000 4 500 2.25% 

Source: http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html – 16/05/2013 

http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html
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Figure 9.1  Pandemic proportion of people infected 

Source:   http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html  – 16/05/2013 

 

Figure 9.2 Pandemic proportion of victims 

Source:   http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html  – 16/05/2013 

http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html
http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html
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Figure 9.3 Pandemic mortality rates 

Source:   http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html  – 16/05/2013 

5. What are typical causes of death in different stages of development areas of the world? Compare 9.2. data 

table to the poor, the rich and moderately rich countries! How does the economic development of the 

epidemiological situation relate? 

Table 9.2 Leading causes of death in different stages of development areas of the world (2004) 
 

Poor countries Mortality rate (%) 

Lower respiratory tract infections 11,2 

Coronary diseases 9,4 

Diarrheal diseases 6,9 

HIV/AIDS 5,7 

Stroke and other cerebrovascular diseases  5,6 

Cronical obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 3,6 

TBC 3,5 

Newborn infections 3,4 

Malaria 3,3 

Moderately rich countries Mortality rate 

(%) 

http://people.inf.elte.hu/babrabi/szamalap-beadando/jarvanyok.html
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Stroke and other cerebrovascular diseases  14,2 

Coronary diseases 13,9 

Cronical obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 7,4 

Lower respiratory tract infections 3,8 

Trachea-, throat- and lung cancer 2,9 

Road accident 2,8 

High blood pressure 2,5 

Gastric cancer 2,2 

TBC 2,2 

Rich countries Mortality rate 

(%) 

Coronary diseases 16,3 

Stroke and other cerebrovascular diseases  9,3 

Trachea-, throat- and lung cancer 5,9 

Lower respiratory tract infections 3,8 

Cronical obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 3,5 

Alzheimer-disease 3,4 

Colorectal and rectal cancer 3,3 

Diabetes mellitus 2,8 

Breat cancer 2 

World Mortality rate 

(%) 

Coronary diseases 12,2 

Stroke and other cerebrovascular diseases  9,7 

Lower respiratory tract infections 7,1 

Cronical obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 5,1 

Diarrheal diseases 3,7 
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HIV/AIDS 3,5 

TBC 2,5 

Trachea-, throat- and lung cancer 2,3 

Road accident 2,2 

Source: Patkós, Cs. 2011, pp. 89-90. – based ont he datas of WHO 2004 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s10.html – 16/05/2013 

6.  The Figure 9.4. and 9.5. to determine that plague the impact of social and economic life of Europe! Include 

the spreading periods of duration, territorial demarcation! 

 

Figure 9.4 Europe, the spread of plague 

Source:   http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s10.html  – 

16/05/2013 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s10.html
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Figure 9.5 The Great Plague effect Europe 

Source:   http://www.ofi.hu/tudastar/dokumentumelemzes – 16/05/2013 

7. The cholera or malaria which areas are still a potential threat? (Figure 9.6 and 9.7) 

 

Figure 9.6 The presence of cholera in the world 

Source:   http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Distribution_of_the_cholera.PNG  – 

16/05/2013 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Bubonic_plague_map.PNG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/21/Distribution_of_the_cholera.PNG
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Figure 9.7 Incidence of malaria attacks were 100,000 inhabitants (2004) 

Source:   http://www.bu.edu/themovement/category/current-news/  – 16/05/2013 

WHO, 2004 

8. Describe the trends related to the appearance of AIDS until 2004! (Figure 9.8) With what kind of precautions 

can suppress the rate of cancer? 

 

Figure 9.8 The Genealogy of the AIDS epidemic by 2004 

Source: http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s11.html 

http://www.bu.edu/themovement/category/current-news/
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(WHO/UNAIDS) – 16/05/2013 

9. Analyze the HIV/AIDS infection in Africa regional differences! (Figure 9.9) 

 

 

Figure 9.9  15-49 year olds in the HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in Africa (2011) (%)  – according to the World 

Bank data 

Source:   http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/HIV_in_Africa_2011.svg  – 16/05/2013 

10. By using Figure 9.10 analyze the impact of AIDS in Botswana age structure expected! 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/HIV_in_Africa_2011.svg
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Figure 9.10 The AIDS epidemic in Botswana is expected to impact the population structure in 2020 

Source:   http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y8331e/y8331e05.htm  – 16/05/2013 

11. What preventive measures should be taken prior to the appearance of an epidemic? Summarize what is 

necessary preparation for a possible pandemic crisis program appearing? Come out for each of the points to 

which level of society refers to a specific action! (Figure 9.11) 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y8331e/y8331e05.htm
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Figure 9.11  The main areas of the program made for the time of crisis 

Source:   http://www.hrportal.hu/hr/fontos-lenne-a-veszforgatokonyv-krizishelyzetekre-20090527.html  – 

16/05/2013 

11. 10. Social problems, social integration disorders, 
deviances I. 

11.1. 10.1. Content 

Social integration disorders, deviance; criminality, definition of criminal geography; crime trends in the 

European Union; crime situation in Hungary; terrorism. 

11.2. 10.2. Review of the curriculum 

Social integration disorders, deviance 

The sociological literature interprets with unified approach the following phenomena: criminality, suicide, 

alcoholism, mental illness. The common characteristics of these phenomena that they differ from the behaviour 

rules, accepted by a certain society, they violate the norms. A person, who commits a crime, violates the 

criminal standard; the alcoholic violate the workplace rules, the expectations of family life and in general the 

accepted norms of community behaviour; the mental patient behaves differently compared to the members of 

the certain society (consequently he/she is considered as a patient); suicide is disapproved by our society. These 

behaviours often occur together in the sense of time and place; the common reason is the certain crisis of a 

http://www.hrportal.hu/hr/fontos-lenne-a-veszforgatokonyv-krizishelyzetekre-20090527.html
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society and culture, the insecurity of values and norms. The integration disorders could be interpreted as a 

symptom or sign of that (Andorka, R. 1994). 

„Deviant behaviour is a behaviour, when differs significantly from the norms prescribed for the people 

according to their social status” (Merton, R. K. 1961). There are different – legal, moral, habit and taste – 

norms, and a deviant person, who differs from these norms, the difference from this is the deviant behaviour. 

The sum of these people and behaviours are called deviance (Andorka, R. 1994). The deviance concept is 

related close to the concept of anomie. According to Durkheim the anomie is the situation of deregulation, when 

the moral discipline is got loose, the faith in equity of collective order is weakened. Consequently the number of 

suicide is increasing. According to Merton the anomie is the contradiction between the social accepted aims and 

the tools demanded to the realisation; one part of the people commit deviant behaviour such anomic situation, 

when the deviance can be manifested in rejecting the aims and/or the tools (Androka, R. 1994b). 

Criminality, definition of criminal geography 

„The criminality is the expression of current social relationship in behaviours, that offends the political, 

economic, cultural order of a certain society, dominant social values, and the criminal standards” (Vigh, J. 1998, 

14. p.). The criminality is a social mass phenomenon, in the aspect of sociology it is a pronounced form of 

deviant behaviour. According to Durkheim, E. (French sociologist) the criminality is a normal phenomenon of 

society as one manifestation of social anomie and it is an integrant part of health society. „However the 

significant increasing and decreasing criminality is the sign of some kind of social disorder; in this sense we can 

say about the criminality as pathologic phenomenon” (Vigh, J. 1998, 48. p.). 

Criminality is a heterogenic social phenomenon in sense of sociology; it involves the violent, against property, 

traffic, political and economic crimes. Their common characteristic is that the society condemns there acts and 

applies criminal penalties against the offenders in case of occurrence. In the aspect of social and reproduction 

processes the different occurring form of criminality close sometimes to other deviant behaviours, than each 

other. The social lifting forces of traditional violent crimes and crimes against property, alcoholism and suicide 

are more similar, than the mentioned crimes and traffic infractions or the economic and politically motivated 

crimes. The prevention of crime is situated in the same system with the prevention of other deviant behaviours. 

The prevention program relating to criminality and public safety cannot be got out a system of deviance-threaten 

and controller social politic (Gönczöl, K. 1996). 

The criminal geography hasn’t got a generally accepted, internationally united definition, even the place inter 

sciences isn’t clarified (Tóth, A. 2007). In the aspect of criminalistics the criminal geography belongs to the part 

of criminology, the crime map means acclimatization of another science applied instrument (Kerezsi, K. 2003). 

Besides there is a social geographical interpretation, Kobolka, I. (2003) classifies the criminal geography to 

safety geography, as a part discipline of geography. According to Tóth, A. (2007, pp. 10-11.) the criminal 

geography is an applied social geographical branch, it analyses the regional and temporal aspects of criminality 

as a social mass phenomenon; it stands between criminology and human geography. Criminal geography studies 

the regional structure, extent, tendency and dynamics, regional intensity, social-economic background of 

criminality; moreover examines the expected spatial displacement knowing the present social-economic 

processes, also support the realisation of regional-specific crime prevention strategies. 

Crime trends in the European Union 

The idea of international comparison of crime data were emerged in the second part of the nineteenth century by 

the statisticians, but the decision directed the creation of international crime statistic were worded in the 

International Criminal and Prison Congress in 1930 (Kertész, I. 1996, 1999). Ever since several organisations 

has dealt with data collection and classification. 

The international comparison is a new challenge for the criminologists, since it is difficult due to the differences 

among legal definitions, different procedural and reporting systems. The row criminality rates (for instance 

crimes per 10 000 resident) provide only rough estimate, consequently it is worth to perform the comparison for 

certain special types of crimes (for instance in case of homicide12). The measure of latent criminality 

(unrecorded crimes) is different in the different countries, which hinders the comparison as well (Kertész, I. 

1999, Tóth, A. 2007). Table 1 involves the criterions of comparison according to Kertész, I. (1999). 

Table 10.1 Conditions of international comparability 

                                                           
12Due to the seriousness of act the facts of homicide has an relative internationally uniform definition. 
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1. 1. Knowledge of crime statistics system 

1.  

 

1.  

 

1. 2. Knowledge of the Criminal Code 

1.  

 

1.  

 

1.  

 

1.  

 

1.  

 

1. 3. Knowledge of legislative changes (involving the criminal policy changes as well) 

1. 4. Knowledge of extent, dynamics, structure, composition of latent crime 

Source: Piskóti, Zs. (2011) (according to Kertész, I. 1999). 

Task: 

Trends in Crime and Criminal Justice, 2013 (EUROSTAT) provides information about the criminal situation of 

EU Member States. Explore the typify crime trends by the help of these figures! 
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Figure 10.1 Trend in recorded crime, 2005-2010 

Forrás: Clarke, S. 2013, 2. p. – 16/11/2013 

Table 10.2 The number of recorded crimes in the EU Member States 
 

GEO/TIME 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Belgium 948 

268 
992 

264 
986 

899 
993 

265 
982 215 1 004 

097 
1 016 

441 
1 022 

682 
1 046 

442 
1 050 

235 

Bulgaria 147 

022 
146 

929 
143 

921 
142 

093 
137 800 136 

410 
134 

685 
126 

673 
138 

105 
147 025 

Czech Republic 358 

577 
372 

341 
357 

740 
351 

629 
344 060 336 

446 
357 

391 
343 

799 
332 

829 
313 387 

Denmark 473 

290 
491 

511 
486 

174 
474 

419 
432 704 425 

093 
445 

271 
476 

953 
491 

792 
471 088 

Germany 6 363 

865 
6 507 

394 
6 572 

135 
6 633 

156 
6 391 

715 
6 304 

223 
6 284 

661 
6 114 

128 
6 054 

330 
5 933 

278 

Estonia 58 497 53 293 53 595 53 048 52 916 51 834 50 375 50 977 48 359 48 340 

Ireland 86 633 106 

415 
103 

462 
99 244 102 206 103 

178 
: : : : 

Greece 439 

629 
441 

138 
441 

839 
405 

627 
455 952 463 

750 
423 

422 
417 

391 
386 

893 
333 988 

Spain 2 052 

492 
2 183 

457 
2 144 

155 
2 141 

295 
2 230 

906 
2 267 

114 
2 309 

859 
2 396 

890 
2 339 

203 
2 297 

484 

France 4 061 4 113 3 974 3 825 3 775 3 725 3 589 3 558 3 521 : 
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792 882 694 442 838 588 293 329 256 

France 

(metropolitan) 
4 061 

792 
4 113 

882 
3 974 

694 
3 825 

442 
3 775 

838 
3 725 

588 
3 589 

293 
3 558 

329 
3 521 

256 
: 

Croatia 78 351 77 905 80 377 85 416 79 946 81 049 75 857 74 571 73 497 73 328 

Italy 2 163 

826 
2 231 

550 
2 456 

887 
2 417 

716 
2 579 

124 
2 771 

490 
2 933 

146 
2 709 

888 
2 629 

831 
2 621 

019 

Cyprus 4 506 4 758 7 256 7 615 7 212 7 917 7 556 7 341 7 104 8 387 

Latvia 51 082 49 329 51 773 62 173 51 435 62 328 55 620 57 475 56 748 51 108 

Lithuania 79 265 72 646 79 072 84 136 82 074 75 474 67 990 71 972 76 291 70 618 

Luxembourg 22 646 26 046 26 163 26 907 25 321 25 913 28 252 28 210 32 378 30 532 

Hungary 465 

694 
420 

782 
413 

343 
418 

833 
436 522 425 

941 
426 

914 
408 

407 
394 

034 
447 186 

Malta 15 929 17 023 17 739 18 384 18 580 16 527 15 005 13 803 11 953 13 296 

Netherlands 1 379 

454 
1 401 

871 
1 369 

271 
1 319 

482 
1 341 

950 
1 304 

325 
1 292 

820 
1 266 

165 
1 243 

285 
1 192 

640 

Austria 522 

710 
591 

584 
643 

286 
643 

648 
605 272 589 

495 
594 

240 
572 

695 
591 

597 
535 745 

Poland 1 390 

089 
1 404 

229 
1 466 

643 
1 461 

217 
1 379 

962 
1 287 

918 
1 152 

993 
1 082 

057 
1 129 

577 
1 151 

157 

Portugal 372 

170 
391 

599 
417 

383 
416 

420 
392 714 399 

563 
398 

575 
430 

486 
426 

040 
422 587 

Romania 340 

414 
312 

204 
276 

841 
231 

637 
208 239 232 

659 
281 

457 
289 

331 
299 

889 
292 682 

Slovenia 74 794 77 218 76 643 86 568 84 379 90 354 88 197 81 917 87 465 89 489 

Slovakia 93 053 107 

373 
111 

893 
131 

244 
123 563 115 

152 
110 

802 
104 

758 
104 

905 
95 252 

Finland 430 

343 
435 

009 
443 

481 
445 

465 
432 302 416 

131 
435 

824 
440 

711 
441 

416 
431 623 

Sweden 1 189 

393 
1 234 

784 
1 255 

371 
1 248 

743 
1 241 

843 
1 224 

958 
1 306 

324 
1 377 

854 
1 405 

626 
1 370 

399 

England and 

Wales 
5 521 

825 
5 974 

960 
6 013 

759 
5 637 

511 
5 555 

172 
5 427 

558 
4 952 

276 
4 702 

698 
4 338 

372 
4 150 

097 

Scotland 421 

093 
427 

034 
406 

979 
438 

121 
417 785 419 

257 
385 

509 
377 

433 
338 

028 
323 060 
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Northern Ireland 

(UK) 
139 

786 
142 

496 
127 

953 
118 

124 
123 194 121 

144 
108 

468 
110 

094 
109 

139 
105 040 

Source: Eurostat 

 

Figure 10.2 Recorded crime trends across EU Member States (2007-2010) 

Source: Clarke, S. 2013, 1. p. – 16/11/2013 

 

Figure 10.3 Homicide rate per 100 000 population, average per year, 2005-2007 and 2008-2010 

Source: Clarke, S. 2013, 3. p. – 16/11/2013 
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Figure 10.4 Prison population rate per 100 000 population, average per year, 2005-2007 and 2008-2010 

Source: Clarke, S. 2013, 4. p. – 16/11/2013 

Crime situation in Hungary 

In Hungary the criminality could be characterized by balance and small changes in the period of 1970-1980. The 

number of known crimes was between 110 000 and 130 000 in this decade. The number of known crimes and its 

frequency began to increase in the 1980’s and the rate of growth accelerated considerably in the second part of 

the 1980’s: 130 470 in 1980, 165 816 in 1985, 185 344 in 1988, 225 393 crimes were registered in 1989. In the 

time of transition this tendency continued, and criminality increased even greater, almost explosively: the 

number of known crimes more than double between 1988 and 1991. The following factors could stand in the 

background of this high growth: social disorganization, social value system disorders, reduction of moral norms; 

weakening state power; legal uncertainty; unfair free competition; resuscitation of quick enrichment desire; 

economic recession; insecurity of the significant part of the residents, declining standard living-conditions; 

unemployment; intensifying social injustice, inequalities and unequal opportunities; and the intensifying 

international migration and the presence of international organised crime. The increasing tendency (with smaller 

breaks) continued until the year of 1998, when the number of known crimes reached its maximum (600 621); it 

was the 176,1% of the data of 1990. This maximum was not caused by the real social processes: in the 

outstanding years a fraud series committed in the capital city caused the high numbers (the case number was 

80 000). After the year of 1998 the size of crime seemed to be become stable, but the number of crimes has 

increased since 2009 (Tóth, A. 2007). 

The number of known perpetrators and crimes are significantly different. There are two essential reasons in the 

background: on the one hand the change of exploration rate, on the other hand the accumulative crime, namely 

the quantitative relationship between the perpetrators and acts performed by them. Also the regional distribution 

of perpetrators differs from the regional characteristics of crimes. Ranks of areas having high intensity of crimes 

against property – due to the unfavourable exploration rate and frequent accumulative crime – and ranks of 

regional data of perpetrators could be significantly different. In Hungary the number of known perpetrators was 

66.000-80.000 in the decade of 1970. Theirs number – similar to the number of known crimes – began to 

increase since the years of 1980’s: it exceeded the 80 000 in 1983, the 90 000 in 1986, the accurate number was 

82 329 in 1988, 88 932 in 1989. 112 254 perpetrators became known in the year of 1990 (it was higher with 

26% comparing to the previous year); but the rate continued to grow until 1992. It is important to note, that the 

rate of growth was well below the growth rate of known crimes. The number of known perpetrators stagnated 

about 120 000 between 1993 and 1996, there were a newer significant growth in 1997 and 1998: the number of 

known perpetrators reached its maximum (1998:140 083), that was the 124,8% of the data of 1990. The number 

of perpetrators returned to the value about 120 000 between2000 and 2002 (Tóth, A. 2007). 

Task: 
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Table 10.3 contains the registered crime and perpetrators data of Hungarian counties for the period of 2007-

2011. Analyse the regional distribution of criminality using the data of table 10.3! 

Table 10.3 Number of recorded perpetrators and crimes per 10 000 population 
 

  
perpetrators crimes 

  
2010 2011 201

2 
átlag 2010 201

1 
2012 átlag 

Bács 115,647 103,9 107,

92 
109,1

6 
328,9

4 
334,

30 
422,1

0 
361,7

8 

Bara

nya 
145,749 133,3 113,

42 
130,8

2 
392,6

3 
421,

20 
375,4

6 
396,4

3 

Béké

s 
107,787 96,6 88,0

5 
97,48 344,0

9 
278,

80 
466,6

0 
363,1

6 

Bors

od 
161,973 147,1 148,

45 
152,5

1 
388,7

7 
348,

70 
442,9

3 
393,4

7 

Buda

pest 
97,4293 81,8 67,3

4 
82,19 641,0

8 
619,

40 
681,5

9 
647,3

6 

Cson

grád 
112,726 112,8 95,0

5 
106,8

6 
518,4

2 
527,

00 
461,1

2 
502,1

8 

Fejér 96,7442 91,4 73,8 87,31 460,2

7 
612,

40 
773,8

4 
615,5

0 

Győr 104,564 98,8 86,8

7 
96,74 366,0

1 
393,

10 
361,9

1 
373,6

7 

Hajd

u 
138,463 128,4 106,

63 
124,5

0 
627,9

3 
660,

40 
418,8

4 
569,0

6 

Heve

s 
131,576 124 105,

42 
120,3

3 
348,6

1 
399,

00 
412,0

7 
386,5

6 

Szol

nok 
133,53 142,6 114,

84 
130,3

2 
458,0

2 
460,

20 
495,5

0 
471,2

4 

Kom

árom 
116,858 107,8 98,5

5 
107,7

4 
455,5

3 
383,

10 
377,1

8 
405,2

7 

Nógr

ád 
147,67 157 139,

34 
148,0

0 
344,6

6 
414,

00 
384,2

0 
380,9

5 

Pest 101,75 89,3 77,5

8 
89,54 301,5

3 
349,

50 
388,4

2 
346,4

8 

Som

ogy 
123,62 119,9 104,

20 
115,9

1 
678,8

1 
600,

90 
604,2

7 
627,9

9 
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Szab

olcs 
171,422 152,4 140,

56 
154,7

9 
391,0

8 
369,

80 
419,9

4 
393,6

1 

Toln

a 
150,267 121,4 109,

46 
127,0

4 
427,5

9 
349,

30 
315,4

3 
364,1

1 

Vas 107,224 102,4 86,5

6 
98,73 327,5

1 
341,

70 
294,5

9 
321,2

7 

Vesz

pérm 
94,9814 96,6 92,5

9 
94,72 364,9

0 
372,

60 
358,9

2 
365,4

7 

Zala 104,092 102,6 93,8

4 
100,1

8 
352,5

9 
389,

70 
344,9

4 
362,4

1 

Source: ENYÜBS 

Terrorism 

According to the international literature terrorism has not a unified definition; there are only periphrases, which 

are accepted as definition by the experts. These emphasize the following elements of terrorism: 

1. Intended and systematic use of violence, generally (directly or indirectly) against people. Terrorists fight with 

violent instruments (for instance explosion, armed violence, etc.) to achieve their aims. Since their aims cannot 

be generally realized immediately (for instance overthrow of the existing political order, creating a nation’s 

independent), terrorist commit more violent action in a pre-planned way; 

2. Generating fear. The aim of applying violence is generating fear. According to the view of terrorists the 

pressure of public opinion could induce the decision makers to perform the important steps of terrorist; 

3. Ideological-political background. The majority of analysts agree that the terrorist identify some kind of 

theory or ideology to justify their acts. There are examples, when they identify a political aim, because they 

think that the public – at least one part of them – will support as well. Terrorists refer such ideologies when they 

want to liberate or merge a nation (http://biztpol.corvinusembassy.com). 

If anyone wants to define terrorism in sense of criminology, one could use the definition Korinek, L. (2006): 

„Terrorism is inspired by different ideologies, it obeys an own logic, and it is an form of applying systematic 

violence, or it’s threaten; its aim is the achievement of political pursuits through creating opportunistic 

behaviour in victim, audience, state, society. Generally the announced aim is to extort a radical change with a 

political, ideological, religiousness, ethnic content […]. The instrument is violent crime in sense of its legal 

point of view” (Gönczöl, K. et al. 2006). 

In sense of political sense terrorism is a social phenomenon, which undertakes to commit attacks using intended 

and systematic violence and threatens with attacks, which could be able to lead the realisation of political 

decisions adequate with the social and political aims of the terrorists (Bartkó, R. 2011). 

http://biztpol.corvinusembassy.com/
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Figure 10.5 Number of international terrorist incidents in the world 

Source: http://blogs.swa-jkt.com/swa/11002/category/humanities-10/page/2/ – 17/11/2013 

 

Figure 10.6 Terrorism risk index of the world 

Source:  http://maplecroft.com/about/news/terrorism_index_2011.html – 17/11/2013 

http://blogs.swa-jkt.com/swa/11002/category/humanities-10/page/2/
http://maplecroft.com/about/news/terrorism_index_2011.html
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11.3. 10.3. Questions, tasks 

1. What does deviant behaviour mean? 

2. How could you define criminality? 

3. How could you define criminal geography? 

4. What kind of trends does characterize the registered numbers of crime in the EU? 

5. What kind of trends does characterize the registered numbers of crimes and perpetrators in Hungary after 

transition? 

6. Characterize the regional distribution of criminality in Hungary! 

7. How could you define terrorism? 

12. 11. Social problems, social integration disorders, 
deviances II. 

12.1. 11.1. Content 

Defining the alcoholism, drug-consumption and suicide; regional characteristics of alcoholism, drug-

consumption and suicide. 

12.2. 11.2. Review of the curriculum 

Defining the alcoholism, drug-consumption and suicide 

The immoderate alcohol consumption has more serious health and social consequences, than the all deviant 

behaviour forms – namely the drug consumption and criminality –, which have greater emphasis nowadays due 

to theirs criminological nature, although their prevalence shows a more favourable picture in the international 

comparison, than the domestic situation of alcohol (Elekes, Zs. 2000). 

The concept of alcoholism is over defined; there is not a uniformly accepted definition. The WHO (World 

Health Organisation) introduced the concept of alcohol related problems in 1980 instead of the concept of 

alcoholism. It is wider, than the concept of alcoholism, because it assumes that alcohol could cause problems in 

life of people, who are not alcoholic in the medical sense (Zsákai, Sz. 2008). These problems could be serious 

for the individual, its direct environment and for the whole society, for instance the accidents, which were 

committed under influence of alcohol, criminality and misdemeanour; and in the aspect of family problems 

(Andorka, R. 1994c). 

According to the definitions of WHO and ICAA (International Council on Alcohol and Addictions) the 

suggested definition is the following: „somebody is an alcohol consumer, if he needs health care and seriously 

injured as the consequence of alcohol consumption in sense of personality, behavioural, social, and life-style 

aspects; he has got into psychic dependence with alcohol and/or somatically also damaged” (Levendel, L. 1991). 

Alcohol consumption is forbidden not only in the Islam countries, but for the follower of Hinduism and 

Buddhism, in addition the moderate consumption of alcohol is accepted in other cultures. In the last mentioned 

societies the alcohol consumption has a socio-cultural function. The different spirit drinks are the essential 

supplies of holidays and social life (Lévai, M. 1996). People could be divided into five groups according to their 

behaviour towards alcohol consumption: 

1. Abstinent, who does not consume alcohol; 

2. Social drinkers, who drink moderately, never get drunk, but this group involves people, who sometimes 

become intoxicated; 

3. Excessive drinkers: their excessiveness manifested in the amount of consumed alcohol or the frequency; 

majority of them become alcohol patient; 
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4. Alcohol patients, who get into dependence with alcohol, correspondingly, if they do not drink they have lack 

of alcohol, or show pronounced withdrawal symptoms; 

5. Chronic patients, who suffered physical, mental harm due to the alcohol (Levendel, L. 1987. pp. 11-12.). 

Into the middle of 1980’s the alcohol were the most frequented, most dangerous passion-inducing material. 

Society accepts its use legally, even often as a cure, this causes its hazard. This misconception has to be deleted 

in the aspect of prevention, since the correct discretion could lead to fight off alcoholism. The alcohol 

dependence is a social and economic problem, which threatens not only the certainty of existence of the family 

and the individual, but it is an illness, which has serious physical and psychological symptoms. It causes health 

problem and huge economic deficit sin the majority of world’s countries (Szalainé Homola, A. 2005). 

Table 11.1 Some characteristics of alcohol consumption in Hungary 
 

Some Hungarian data (www.gyism.hu): 

− 11 litre per head is the detected pure alcohol consumption in Hungary in a year; 

− 2/3 of Hungarian population could be considered as regular drinker, the other 1/3 drinks occasionally, rarely; 

about 1/3 of the population is abstinent; 

− The life expectancy of alcoholics is lower with 10 years, than the non-alcoholic people; 

− 60-70% of crime offenses happen under alcohol-influence, particularly the violent crimes; 

Source: Piskóti, Zs. edition according to Szalainé Homola, A. (2005) 

The expression of „drug problem” as umbrella term involves phenomenon derived from non-medical reasons, 

illegal consumption of drugs. Relating phenomena could be divided into two groups: phenomena of supply and 

demand. Consumption belongs to the demand side. According to the categorization from 1973 of WHO Expert 

Committee a possible classification of drug users is the following in the aspect of criminology: 

1. Experimenters, who use some kind of drugs only a few times; test motivation is mainly the curiosity, in 

addition the related norms of the contemporary group 

2. Occasional users, who use drugs not regularly associated with certain events during a longer period; but the 

psychological (mental) dependence could develop in that phase; 

3. Regular users, who use drugs several times a week, often daily during a longer period; it is typically the 

consequence of psychological, maybe somatic (physical) dependence (Lévai, M. 1996). 

Drugs are harmful for health, children and educational institutes, in addition for the whole society. They threaten 

the users and his relatives, family at the same time. Drug problem is never a segregated phenomenon. It relates 

to individual and communal, psychological and social problems. Drug destroys the individual will, the unity of 

family and the social security. Results against drugs can be reached by clearly determined and established 

cooperation. The cost of drug consumption on the society exceeds highly the spent money through drug use. 

Drug use generates criminality; contribute to the spread of hepatitis and AIDS. The majority of direct costs of 

drug consumption are born by the population, because they finance the administration of justice, medicinal and 

treatment systems of drug users, in addition the anti-drug campaigns (Szalainé Homola, A. 2005). 

Concept of drug is defined in many ways by many people. According to the Penal Code: „All vegetable or 

synthetic material, which causes pleasant feeling, half-dreamy, dazed state and generates sensitization, with 

delusions (hallucinations) if someone consume it; its regular consumption leads to dependence, that could be 

expressed in personality distortion”. With other words, drug could be any material, which change the body’s 

operation and more functions if get into human body. Feeling, mood and behaviour change (Szalainé Homola, 

A. 2005). In the aspect of psychology drug is a natural and synthetic product, which is able to change the 

behaviour of the consumer, and could evolve dependence. Drugs can be divided into five groups: 1. Drugs or 

hard drugs (for example cocaine, opiates); 2. Intoxicating drugs (for example alcohol, ether); 3. Hallucinogens 

http://www.gyism.hu/
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(for example Indian hemp, cannabis); 4. Psychological stimulants or psychoanalytic drugs (coffe, tea, nikotin); 

5. Hypnotic drugs (Sillamy, N. 1992.). 

The worldwide spread of drug is dated in the last century. The drug trade started as state monopoly, opium trade 

of English East India Company was the largest, which directed into China and caused two war: the first opium 

war in 1840, then the second in 1856. Consequently the opium – used as painkiller – performed global career. 

England expanded the opium trade into the whole China. Drug began to expand not only in China, but in other 

countries as well, it could be predicted, that it threats not only the distant, exotic countries. Agreement in 

principle was written in Hague (1912) and in Geneva (1925) about the necessity of drug-controlling. Neither the 

trade, nor the production did not terminated by this agreement. The drug epidemic began with the spread of 

cannabis in Europe. It was used as the realization of ideas of Cultural Revolution and anti-bourgeois aspirations 

(elimination of rules, traditions and obligations mainly in the former FRG, France, Italy, and the Netherlands in 

1967. Hard drugs appeared a few years later. It was the direct consequence of cannabis consumption, although 

there were prognosis relating to the theme according to the American examples, but danger was not taken 

initially seriously (Szalainé Homola, A. 2005). 

 

Figure 11.1 Annual prevalance and number of illicit drug users at the global level, late 1990’s-2009/2010 

Source: World Drug Report 2011, 13. p. – http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-

analysis/WDR2011/World_Drug_Report_2011_ebook.pdf – 20/11/2013 

Suicide is an action, when somebody kills intentionally himself in order to get rid of an unbearable situation – 

this is the most frequented reason. Suicide can be founded in all society; it is hard to establish its importance, 

because many deaths are masked as accident (Sillamy, N. 1992; 199. p.) 

Suicide is a phenomenon, which has existed for thousands of years. It is not an illness; there are not suicide 

types and personalities. Different levels of suicide factors are known. Psychiatric disorder (depression, alcohol 

or drug addiction, schizophrenia), occurrence of suicide in family, occurrence of earlier suicides and the 

decreased serotonin level (brain neurotransmitter) belong to the primarily risk factors. If one of them is exist, 

risk could be said serious. The predictive value of secondary (negative life situation) or tertiary (gender, stage of 

life, season) risk factors are low. There are less protective factor – next to the several risk factors –, which 

provide certain protection against death. These are the following: religiosity, traditional values, good family and 

social background, pregnancy, one year after child-birth, the higher child number and the regular physical 

activity (KSH, 2008). 

Statistics about suicides contains often comparisons of different countries, but it is clear, that the criteria and 

condition of recording mortality data could change by country. We have to take into account, that there is no 

opportunity to compare direct the data. The essential reason of caution is that data are generally given for 

100 000 residents. As long as this data is related to a micro region (cities, little countries, provinces) some 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/WDR2011/World_Drug_Report_2011_ebook.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/WDR2011/World_Drug_Report_2011_ebook.pdf
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deaths could influence dramatically the indexes. Some data are standardized into age groups; consequently 

people under 15 years could be missed from the statistics (due to the low suicide number). On another hand, it is 

known, that the rate of school-age, very early suicidal acts increased the last years (WHO publication, 2005). 

Table 11.2 demonstrates the suicide data of Hungary. 

Table 11.2. Number of committed suicides divided into age and gender in Hungary 
 

Age (years) 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ Total 

Male 3 111 188 307 466 372 240 214 1902 

Female 4 19 42 66 125 119 93 91 559 

Total 7 130 230 373 591 491 333 305 2461 

Source: Piskóti, Zs. edition according to http://www.who.int/mental_health/media/hung.pdf 

 

Figure 11.2 The change of suicide rate between 1955 and 2009 in Hungary 

Source: http://www.who.int/mental_health/media/hung.pdf – 20/11/2013 

The regional characteristics of alcoholism, drug-consumption and suicide 

The aim of the subchapter is to demonstrate the spatial distribution of different indexes relating to alcohol and 

drug consumption in the countries of the world. 

Task: analysis of maps and diagrams. 

http://www.who.int/mental_health/media/hung.pdf
http://www.who.int/mental_health/media/hung.pdf
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Figure 11.3 Recorded adult per capita conosumption, in litres of pure alcohol, by WHO region and the 

World, 1990-2005 

Source: Global status report on alcohol and health, 8. p. 

http://www.who.int/substance_abuse/publications/global_alcohol_report/msbgsruprofiles.pdf?ua=1 – 

20/11/2013 

 

Figure 11.4 Alcohol consumption among the adult population 

Source:  http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat/en/ – 20/11/2013 

http://www.who.int/substance_abuse/publications/global_alcohol_report/msbgsruprofiles.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat/en/
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Figure 11.5 Five year change in alcohol use (2001-2005) 

Source: http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat/en/ – 20/11/2013 

 

Figure 11.6 Proportion of alcohol-attributable deaths in WHO subregions, 2004 

Source:  http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/app/searchResults.aspx – 20/11/2013 

http://www.who.int/whosis/whostat/en/
http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/app/searchResults.aspx
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Figure 11.7 Most consumed alcoholic beverage in terms of litres of pure alcohol, 2005 

Source:  http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/Files/Maps/Global_beverage_preference_2005.png – 

20/11/2013 

 

Figure 11.8 Map of suicide rates (2011) 

Source:  http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/suicideprevent/en/index.html – 20/11/2013 

Table 11.3. Number of suicides per 100 000 population – the top 10 country 
 

Number Country Males Females Mean Year 

http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/Files/Maps/Global_beverage_preference_2005.png
http://www.who.int/mental_health/prevention/suicide/suicideprevent/en/index.html
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1. Greenland 116,9 45,0 83,0 2011 

2. Lithuania 54,7 10,8 31,0 2012 

3. South Korea 38,2 18,0 28,1 2012 

4. Guyana 39,0 13,4 26,4 2006 

5. Kazakhstan 43,0 9,4 25,6 2008 

6. China .. .. 22,23 2011 

7. Belarus .. .. 20,5 2012 

8. Slovenia 34,6 9,4 21,8 2011 

9. Hungary 37,4 8,5 21,7 2009 

10. Japan .. .. 21,7 2012 

Source: WHO, Suicide rated per 100.000 by country, year and sex 

 

Figure 11.9 Prevelance of drug use disorders (%), adult females (15+), 2004 

Source:  http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/Files/Maps/Global_prevalence_dud_females_2004.png – 

20/11/2013 

http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/Files/Maps/Global_prevalence_dud_females_2004.png
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Figure 11.10 Prevelance of drug use disorders (%), adult males (15+), 2004 

Source:  http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/Files/Maps/Global_prevalence_dud_males_2004.png – 

20/11/2013 

 

Figure 11.11 Annual prevelance of drug use at the global level, by illicit drug category, 2009-2010 

Source: World Drug Report, 2011, 14. p. – http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-

analysis/WDR2011/World_Drug_Report_2011_ebook.pdf – 20/11/2013 

http://gamapserver.who.int/mapLibrary/Files/Maps/Global_prevalence_dud_males_2004.png
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Figure 11.12 Use of cocaine in 2010 (percentage of population aged 15-64) 

Source:  www.ekonomika.it  – 20/11/2013 

12.3. 11.3. Questions, tasks 

1. How could you define the following concepts: alcoholism, suicide? 

2. How did the suicide rate change in Hungary? 

3. Could difference be detected between the alcohol consumption rates of world countries? 

13. 12. Case study 

13.1. 12.1. Content 

Disadvantaged sub-regions and districts in Hungary. The introduction of the project named as „The Partner 

Programme of the Higher Education and the sub-regions” (its review, aims, outings and experience). 

13.2. 12.2. Review of the curriculum 

In Hungary the decree 311/2007. (XI. 17.) resolved the listing of advantaged regions. The 1st enclosure of the 

decree contained the sub-regions according to their developments. The second enclosure listed the advantaged 

sub-regions, among them the thirty-three most disadvantaged ones as well (Figure 12.1). 

http://www.ekonomika.it/
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Figure 12.1 Development of sub-regions and the advantaged sub-regions (2007) 

Source:  http://www.onkorkep.hu/18_04/7_10_26.html (own edition) – 27/11/2013 

In the first enclosure of the decree above Abaúj-Hegyköz sub-region, which consisted of 24 settlements13 with 

its centre, Gönc, had the most disadvantagous position, based on the complex index (Figure12.2). 

                                                           
13Abaújszántó, Abaújvár, Arka, Baskó, Boldogkőújfalu, Boldogkőváralja, Fony, Gönc, Göncruszka, Hejce, Hernádcéce, Hernádszurdok, 
Hidasnémeti, Kéked, Korlát, Mogyoróska, Pányok, Regéc, Sima, Telkibánya, Tornyosnémeti, Vilmány, Vizsoly, Zsujta. 

http://www.onkorkep.hu/18_04/7_10_26.html
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Figure 12.2 Map of Abaúj-Hegyköz sub-region 

Source:  http://www.kistersegterkep.hu/ – 27/11/2013 

Fontos megjegyeznünk, hogy 2013. január elsejétől a kistérségeket a járások váltották fel, amelyek a megyék 

részét alkotó, annak felosztásával kialakított, települések meghatározott csoportját magába foglaló közigazgatási 

területi egységek. 2013. január 1-jétől megyénként 6-18, összesen 175 járás jött létre (12.3. ábra). 

http://www.kistersegterkep.hu/
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Figure 12.3 Districts of Hungary (2013) 

Source: http://www.ksh.hu/docs/teruletiatlasz/jarasok_nagy.png – 27/11/2013 

Abaúj-Hegyköz sub-region also disappeared, in its place Gönc district can be found, which territory is 550 km2, 

its population is nearly 19 thousands. Two towns (Gönc and Abaújszántó) as well as 30 settlements belong to it. 

Most of its settlements belonged to Abaúj-Hegyköz subregion until 2012, but there are villages from Encs, 

Szerencs and Szikszó subregions too. 

More projects have been started to develop the disadvantaged subregions. Now, we are going to show one of 

them which was realized by contribution of Geography Department at Eszterházi Károly College in Eger. The 

results of designing and realization of the project might be very useful for MSc students, who mainly come from 

the disadvantaged regions in the north of Hungary. 

Project review, purposes 14 

In order to realize the project „The Partner Programme of the Higher Education and the sub-regions” announced 

by the National Development Agency and coordinated by Hungarian Tourism and Regional Development 

Organization, in autumn 2009 a co-operative agreement was made between Abaúj-Hegyköz subregion and 

Geography Department at Eszterházi Károly College. 

Main purposes of the project „The Partner Programme of the Higher Education and the sub-regions”: 

• to help and analyse the furthur developments in subregions; 

• to have a long-lasting connection between the subregion and collage; 

• to lead the common activities of the collage towards the subregion; 

• to strengthen connections of the subregion to social networks. 

Main elements of the project: 

•  

Process and experience of the project 

                                                           
14Thanks for the information Dr. György Kajati (associate professor, Eszterházy Károly College, Department of Geography). 

http://www.ksh.hu/docs/teruletiatlasz/jarasok_nagy.png%20–%202013
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1. Surveying of subregional needs 

Setting the theoretical steps of the practical work our main aspect was to considerate the local experts’ needs . 

Our principal was to realize the concrete programme units in the settlements with their leaders and activists, 

although our institution had made an agreement with the given subregion’s committee of poly targeted 

association. 

At first we had a meeting with the local authorities. With co-workers of the National Development Agency we 

visited the prominents of Abaúj-Hegyköz subregion in order to have an efficient student training and made an 

oral agreement with five mayors (Abaújvár, Baskó, Gönc, Göncruszka, Regéc) who promised to help our 

students’ work. 

With the help of NFÜ other five mayors (Boldogkőújfalu, Boldogkőváralja, Telkibánya, Vilmány, Vizsoly) 

required solving of settlement development tasks. Our students individually made connection with the mayor of 

Hidasnémeti who asked concrete tasks in the settlement. In November, 2010 we made connection with the 

mayor of Abaújszántó who also required concrete tasks and ensured a contact person to help our project. 

Experience: 

• At first in most cases the local leaders misinterpreted our project, thus we had some difficulties in asking 

concrete tasks. 

• In those settlements where our project was accepted positively, we could accomplish our tasks successfully 

(Abaújszántó, Boldogkőújfalu, Boldogkőváralja, Göncruszka, Hidasnémeti, Regéc, Telkibánya). 

• In many cases during our discussions it seemed that we were a bother to the subregions’ prominents. After 

’the ten and hundred millions from NHDP (New Hungarian Development Plan)’ they hardly considered the 

opportunity in our project. 

• There were tasks which the collage could not accomplish due to the lack of human resources. 

During our work we made connections with the members of nonprofit organizations who supported our project 

more than the local authorities: 

• From the nonprofit sphere of the region we made connections with more associations which were involved 

into our NCS (National Civil Subprogram) application in March, 2011. 

• Because of some need for making voluntary popular was appeared, we started to make connections with more 

associations. 

Experience: 

• As a positive aspect it can be mentioned the civil society’s good attitude to our project: they were absolutely 

helpful and cooperative. 

• For the sustainability of the project we helped each other as partners in case of the applications which were 

given or under handing in. 

We considered the connections with the local enterpreneurs important, mainly we could successfully cooperate 

with the representatives of the local tourism. 

Experience: 

• The members of the regional tourism organizations were remarkably innovative in supporting our students’ 

work. 

We participated in more meetings of the Abaúj-Hegyköz Multi-purpose Subregional Association, but the 

association did not have enough interest in our project. 

1. Surveying the individual and communal accomplishments and resources of the subregion 
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The students collected data from fields related to the regional and settlement development and through them the 

social-economic statistical analyzation of the subregion was made. 

The students of geography at EKF created database of prominents in the settlements of the subregion. Through 

this they established their further work. 

We made connections with more associations from the nonprofit sphere of the region. Beside that we created 

database of active foundations and associations as well as analyzed their applications’ results which were 

handed into the National Civil Subprogram . 

For dissemination we created the website www.hegykoz.hu. The content of this webpage were uplouded. It can 

be stated about this website that it provides the most information about Abaúj-Hegyköz. We run this website 

from integral reason, so we lead our readers towards the webpages of the National Development Agency and the 

Hungarian Tourism and Regional Development Association, as well as two other important portals of Abaúj-

Hegyköz. 

1. Exploration and development of the subregion’s local facilities and tourism attractions 

During the project the main line of ’the subregional work’ was shifted towards the surveying of the local 

facilities as well as tourism potentials. The exploration of local facilities was made as well as the list of them. 

Our students made a questionnaire for surveying the opinions of the local prominents and other inhabitants. 

In the questionnaire beside of surveying the local facilities, we also made an identity-survey. As a result we can 

state that the local inhabitants are attached to their homes and Hungary rather than their subregion. They 

consider themselves hospitable which is a significant supplying aspect in tourism (Table 12.1). 

Table 12.1 Summery of the answers for the 1st and 2nd questions of the questionnaire about local 

products (based on 50 questionnaires) 

1. How much are you attached to this settlement? Estimate from 1 to 10! 

(1: not at all, 10: absolutely) 

1.  

2. According to your opinion how typical are these aspects for the local inhabitants? Estimate from 1 to 10! (1: 

not typical, 10: absolutely) 

a. hardworking 5,1 

b. economical 5,2 

c. being open 4,7 

d. hospitable 7,2 

e. patient 5,3 

f. reliable 4,9 

g. cheerful 5,5 

h. friendly 6,9 

i. eco-friendly 4,2 

j. industrious 5,4 

The students collected the data about the settlements’history and facilities from the literature and their results we 

continuously uploaded to the website www.hegykoz.hu. 

http://www.hegykoz.hu/
http://www.hegykoz.hu/
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The list of the subregional accommodations was made, which contains the contacts and prices of the 

accommodations. 

We made the list of the subregional programmes of the previous year. Besides that we collected the events and 

programmes of the subregions geographically near to Abaúj-Hegyköz in order to have the line related to the 

time of further programmes through their comparison. 

It was needed to walk along the tour itineraries related the subregion and make them popular due to not have 

appropriate capacity of the local organizations. The next itineraries were mapped: 

• Boldogkőváralja – Arka – Mogyoróska; 

• Mogyoróska – Regéci vár – Regéc; 

• Hejce – Gönc; 

• Hejce – Mogyoróska; 

• Fony – Hejce; 

• Telkibánya – Regéc (zöld jelzés); 

• Telkibánya – Regéc (sárga-kék jelzés). 

Exploring the tour itinareries are divided into two parts. In the first category there are the easier sections with 

signs. A travelogue was made about these sections which can be downloaded from the website. In the second 

part of the sections the students had to face many troubles, for instance, there were sections where they could 

find any signs. Thus we had to map the tour itineraries accurately. 

Through this work we wanted to give accurate itineraries of Abaúj-Hegyköz in Zemplén mountains to the nordic 

walking and boot tourism as well as to make a fieldwork base. 

About 24 settlements of Abaúj-Hegyköz and the subregion itself we shot a film connected to tourism (the scripts 

of the short films were made by contribution of EKF Media Technology Institution) 

Besides the films of the settlements we also made two image films (presentation about Abaúj-Hegyköz 

subregion, Mogyoróska – one-minute tourism image film). We made these films public on YouTube and made 

them popular through Facebook. 

The subregion claimed to create tourism suites. For this reason we made brochures in three topics (Religional-

historical values in Abaúj-Hegyköz, Mansions in Abaúj-Hegyköz, Castles in Abaúj-Hagyköz). 

13.3. 12.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Look at the Figure 12.1 and analyze in which part of Hungary there are the most disadvantaged subregions! 

Through the former studies name and explain the reasons of being disadvantaged! 

2. Name the main purposes of the project! 

3. Show the results of those purposes above! 
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