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1. Preface 

Geographer MSc started in 2011/12 school year in the Department of Geography, in the Eszterházy Károly 

College. Students can choose between two unique specializations: resource and risk analysis and regional 

manager. 

Students of geographer specialized in resource and risk analysis will be able to explore new resources, the 

sustainable utilization of them, in addition the recognition and rational moderation of global and local 

environmental risks. 

Besides natural and physical geographical knowledge the integration of topics relating to society and social 

environment into the educational program is provided, since these are necessary in the world of 21th century 

that can be characterized with the appreciation of human resources and risks as well.  

Course of society as resource and risk is involved into the differentiated professional knowledge of the 

specialization, in the third semester as lecture, in the fourth as seminar. 

Present e-teaching material is made for the lecture of the course, it is the continuation of seminar e-teaching 

material. 

However many literature are available in the topic, according to our knowledge there is not any academic 

textbook or lecture note, which would present knowledge relating to society with similar thematic and aspect. 

I would like to express my thanks for my helpful and supporting colleagues, who contributed to make this 

lecture note, Dr. György Kajati associate professor, Zsuzsa Piskóti-Kovács and Enikő Kovács junior researchers. 

2. 1. Society and social development as the keystones 
of sustainable development 

2.1. 1.1. Content 

Definition of the society; explanation of sustainability and sustainable development; role of the society in the 

process of sustainable development. 
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2.2. 1.2. Review of the curriculum 

The definition of the society 

There is no absolute definition about the society. 

“A society is a group of people involved with each other through persistent relations, or a large social grouping 

typically subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations.” [1] 

In common sense, the society indicates a large group of people, whose members live together according to a 

sense of order. The term society came from the Latin word societas, which in turn was derived from the 

noun socius. 

“The social sciences use the term of the society on semi-closed (or semi-opened) groups of people who 

constitute a social system; where most of the interactions occur between the group members and here take place 

the social influence and social impact as well. More abstractly, the society is the network of social relations 

between independent entities. The term society, also often used as communities based on reciprocal relationship 

system.”[2] 

The political perspective of the term often means the community of citizens of a country. The phrasing of 

Giddens, A. (1997) is that “The society is a group of people who are the subjection of a given political rule; 

living in separate areas; and having a different identity compared to the groups of people around them.” 

Sociologists place societies into the following categories: hunting and gathering, pastoral, horticultural, agrarian, 

urban, industrial and post-industrial societies. 

Sustainability and sustainable development 

The term of “sustainability” or “sustainable development” first appeared in the international literature in the 

early 1980s. The monograph[3] of Lester R. Brown about the sustainable development of the society got general 

recognition, which was published in 1981. In this monograph, Brown linked the growth of the population with 

the utilization of natural resources; by to solve the minimizing of the quality and quantity destruction of the 

natural environment. 

By the decision of the United Nations General Assembly in 1985, the World Commission on Environment and 

Development (WCED) started to operate with independent professionals by the leading of the Norwegian Prime 

Minister, Gro Harlem Brundtland. The Commission released its report in 1987, called “Our Common Future” 

(also known as the Brutland Report); outlined the possibility of a new era of economic growth, that builds global 

implementation of sustainable development; preserves natural resources; and which could be the solution to 

overcome the pervasive poverty in most of the developing countries as well. [4] 

The report defined the term of sustainable development: “sustainable development is development that meets 

the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” 

(Transition to Sustainability in the 21st Century: The Contribution of Science and Technology: a Statement of 

the World's Scientific Academies; Tokyo, 2000).[5] The aim is to create harmony between man and his 

environment, together with people-to-people relations (Rakonczai, J. 2003) 

According to the phrasing of Herman Daly: “the sustainable development is the achieving of continuous social 

welfare; increasing without exceeding the limits of ecological carrying capability.” 

Sustainable development is an activity designated to reach and maintain social progress – equitable living 

conditions, social welfare – and economic development; and preserve environmental conditions. So the 

sustainable development recognizes and answers the purpose to ensure the equal right to the proper standard of 

living of the successive generations.[6] 

The sustainable development is based on three pillars: social, economical and environmental pillars (Figure 

1.1). All the three should be taking into account together with their interactions; they have to be weighted up in 

the course of different development strategies, elaboration of programs; concrete actions and arrangements. [7] 
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Figure 1.1 The three pillars of sustainable development 

Source:  http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenntarthat%C3%B3_fejl%C5%91d%C3%A9s –12/04/2013 

Three main features of sustainability: 

- Maintains the current quality of life; 

- Ensures the continuous availability of natural resources; 

- Avoids lasting environmental damage. 

Main principles of sustainable development (Gyulai, I.):[8] 

1) Holistic approach 

2) Integration 

3) Continuance 

4) Synchrony of use and preservation of natural 

5) Prevention and providence 

6) Preservation of adaptation forms 

7) Application of local resources 

8) Appropriate ecological usage to capability 

9) Preservation of stability and diversity 

10) The intangible benefit values 

11) Usage according to capability and tolerance level 

12) Interconnection in circle processes 

13) Subsidiarity 

14) Coexistence 

15) Entropy 

The more important and specific, ecological and people-oriented principles of sustainable development: 

-        to care about natural biomes; 

-        improve the quality of human life; 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenntarthat%C3%B3_fejl%C5%91d%C3%A9s
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-        the capacity and diversity have to be preserved; 

-        exploitation of non-renewable resources should be kept on minimum; 

-        to live within the Earth‟s carrying capacity; 

-        change the human attitude and practice where it needs to be; 

-        human communities must become able to care for their environment; 

-        national framework needs to be developed to coordinate the environment protection and development 

-        global alliances and agreements need to be concluded for the sake of the health of the environment. [9] 

The question arises in context of the sustainable development, to which extent can be replaced the natural 

capital. The “weak sustainability” is the intersection of the three pillars like sets, where the natural capital can be 

replaced with economic capital (Figure 1.2). 

 

Figure 1.2  Two approaches of sustainable development 

Source: http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml – 12/04/2013 

The natural systems “strategies” and human management strategies differ greatly. In nature, the system of 

negative feedback works, while the man tries to eliminate the negative feedbacks or to delay their effects. Iván 

Gyulai summed up the following key differences: Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1 Differences between natural and social strategies 
 

Strategy Nature Society 

Control The control ensures the consistency 

of guidance and management 
Mainly controlled system on behalf of 

constant growth 

Negative feedback Present and determining Delayed 

Organized Heterogeneous Homogeneous 

Treatment of effects “strategy” Diversion Reaction 

http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml
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Resource use Resource development Involvement of new resources 

Producing “strategies” Cyclic Linear 

Environmental „strategy” Environment adequate Transformation of environment 

Consumer „strategy” A few form many Many from a few 

Energy „strategy” Soft Hard 

Time horizon Long term Short term 

Stability Dynamic balance Great uncertainty 

Subsystems Same structure and function Different 

Number of elements Many Few 

Source: http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc – 12/04/2013 

It is important to highlight that the sustainable development is not equal to the protection of environment. 

Environmental problems cannot be handled separately from the social and economic problems, if we want to 

solve them through sustainable manner. We need a new culture in which we can integrate the different needs 

(Figure 1.3). 

 

Figure 1.3  Closing of the open chains of biosphere and economy 

Source: Szlávik, J. 2006, 88. p. 

What materials and methods should be used to achieve sustainable development? There are no universal 

materials and methods. Every community should be able to find the most suitable for them. It is also important 

to learn from the experience of others; and pass on our own ones. [10] 

The most important criteria and the essential requirements of the sustainable society: [11] 

-        social justice, which is the root of the access to opportunities, ensures the equality of opportunities and the 

common share of common charge; 

-        strive for the continuous improvement of quality of life; 

-        sustainable use of natural resources, the implementation of it requires the environmental movement and 

eco-ethical behaviour of the society; 
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-        the preservation of environmental quality. 

“The quality of life includes the health – the state of the complete physical, mental and social well-being – and 

the related wealth; wholesome environmental conditions; democratic rights, security; education available for 

anyone, etc. The system approach thinking and leading is essential for the implementation; which is 

incorporated in institutionally; governmentally form by institutions which are integrating all dimensions of the 

sustainable development. To achieve the objectives of each sub-field of sustainable development; education and 

approach-forming communication are needed.”   

The objectives of the education of sustainable development:   [12] 

1) Education of system approach; 

2) Learn the alternative thinking; 

3) Understand the global questions; 

4) Show the values to choose a better quality of life; 

5) Development of behavioural norms and forms belong to quality of; 

6) Understand the importance of nature, life and biodiversity; 

7) The importance of review of the cultural heritage in sustainable development. 

Table 1.2 The conditions for the implementation of sustainability 
 

Strategy Action 

Cooperation Throughout the cooperation of individuals, groups, smaller and larger organisations.  

Consensus Encourages the groups despite of the different interests to leave no stone upturned to 

reach the common assent. 

Action Develops form of activities to help to change the quality of life and lifestyle into a 

sustainable direction. 

Indicators Develop local indicators which will help the community to set off the development into 

a sustainable direction. 

Objectives Set realistic objectives which are acceptable to the majority in order to achieve 

sustainability. 

Education Creates the possibility through education, to make possible everyone to access that kind 

of information that can help increase the environmental awareness within the 

community. 

Communication Provides the continuous flow of information and straightforward exchange of ideas 

between the various organizations and interest groups. 

Local specialities Help and support those activities which help to strengthen the local image. 

Consultancy and 

guidance 
Give advice and show example to help to change the home and work activities into a 

sustainable direction. 

Equality Help any minority or disadvantaged group (ethnic groups, the disabled, etc.) to 

participate in the local sustainable development program. 



   

 8  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Pressing Put pressure on all the wrong policies, or everyday practices, which have negative 

impacts on the environment and prejudice the chances of the next generations. 

Global thinking Help people to understand the essence of the "think globally and act locally" idea and 

live that way as well. 

Concentrate on future In all of our decisions that we make today, the idea of caring about the next generation 

have to come out. 

Source: 

http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/megujulo/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes.html 

– 12/04/2013 

  

  

The relationship between the development and the principles of sustainable development: [13] 

„Eco-societies”:  The human as tool user and cognitive being displayed in the world; as much a part of nature 

as any species; therefore the communities which live at the most primitive level called as “eco-societies”. These 

societies have harmonious relationship with nature; so to speak they are part of the material cycle: acquire all 

that it offers, then “give it back” and do less damage in it. 

Human development:  However, a few thousand years ago, the relationship between the nature and humanity 

had started to change; and the humanity stepped on the path of “development”.  As soon as the man becomes 

civilized, begins to destroy the nature irrevocably, and disrupts the original dynamic balance. The 

overpopulation, the urbanization and the wasteful consumption have accelerated the transformation of nature. 

The pollution has become a global problem during the second half of the 20 th century. The developed countries 

have begun to act against the pollution of water, air and soil; but in the countries of the larger, less-developed 

areas of the world; which has just stepped on the path of modernization; just as negligent destruction occurs in 

the nature than in Europe and North America in the 19th century and first half of the 20th century. 

It also should be noted that countries with the largest ecological footprint[14] can be found especially among the 

members of the then most developed ones. (Figure 1.4 and 1.5) 

 

Figure 1.4 The degree of ecological footprint by countries (2007) 

Source: http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml – 12/04/2013 

http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/megujulo/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes.html
http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml
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Figure 1.5 HDI (Human Development Index ) and Ecological Footprints compared (2008) 

Source: 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Human_welfare_and_ecological_footprint.jpg – 

12/04/2013 

Developed and developing countries:[15] 

While the problems of environmental pollution; population growth; run-down of natural resources; and 

problems caused by the need of raw material, energy of the growing consumption needs are increasingly 

prevalent to be handled in the developed countries; till then the developing countries considered these issues 

relating to the “rich” countries of the Northern Hemisphere. Despite of the rapid technological development in 

the developed countries; the resource use and environmental impact have increased significantly, related to them 

(Figure 1.6 and 1.7). 

“The use of natural resources in the developing was relatively low even though the environmental pollution 

caused by the economic activities. Their primary task was considered as the fight down of the epidemics which 

bear a relation to poverty; and to compose the similar living conditions which the developed countries have. 

Therefore attempts have been made to industrialize their economies by the manner of use the fastest possible 

and least capital intense technologies, which significantly contributed to the formation of environmental 

problems.” 

  

  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Human_welfare_and_ecological_footprint.jpg
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Figure 1.6 Rostow’s stages of economic growth and development 

Source:  http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml – 12/04/2013 

 

Figure 1.7 The Rostow model by the example of some countries 

Source: http://fdmc12geo.blogspot.com/2008/06/rostow-model.html – 12/04/2013 

2.3. 1.3. Questions, tasks 

1. How would you define term of the society? 

2. What do we call sustainable development? 

3. How is social development related to sustainability? 

http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml
http://fdmc12geo.blogspot.com/2008/06/rostow-model.html
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4. What are the stages of the implement of sustainable development? 

3. 2. Global demographical processes, problems I. 

3.1. 2.1. Content 

The demographical transition; the growth of the world‟s population; population explosion vs. population decline 

– territorial differences between the indicators of the natural population growing (birth, death); changings of the 

territorial distribution of the world population; extremely high populated areas. 

3.2. 2.2. Review of the curriculum 

The conception of the demographic transition[16] 

The first edition of Malthus theory was falsified by the European demographical and economical growth 

because the increasing in long-term of the standard of living has not boosted only just throttled down the 

population growth. The advance of the mortality rate was followed by the fertility decline.  

A new demographical theory was born in the period between the world wars. That was the theory of the 

demographical transition. 

Blacker‟s got five phase: 

1. High stationary phase, when the mortality and fertility rate are evenly high. 

2. The early expanding phase, when the mortality is getting better (declining) but the fertility rate is still high, 

therefore the increase of the population is quickened. 

3. The late expanding phase, when the mortality rate is still decreasing but the fertility rate is also turned to 

decline, so the rate of natural increase is still high. 

4. The low stationary phase, when the mortality rate is low with equally low fertility rate, that‟s why the 

natural increase is drawn near to the zero. 

5. The declining phase, when the rate of the fertility is getting lower than the mortality rate. 

From that time, the mortality rate decreasing was not a result for the low fertility rate, but economical-, social- 

and cultural changes related to the economical growth were the main reasons for the declination of the fertility 

rate. 

“Traditional socialfeatures: highmortality, particularlyinfant andchild mortality,agriculturalsociety,domination 

of theruralcommunities, shortandlow levels ofeducation, lowstandard of living, scarcefacilities, 

limitedopportunities to women, in addition toachieve something outside the family, thecost of raising childrenis 

low,theworkis organizedinthe framework of family, the role of thefamilyinfinancialassistance andsecurity-

building is very important,the large familiesandhouseholds, religious ideassupport thelargenumber of children, 

social immobility, folkmethods of contraception. 

Modern society:lowmortality, industrialsociety, a high level ofurbanisation, education leads 

tolongandhighqualification, highliving standards, expandingconsumption opportunities, women's 

neweconomicrole, thecost of raising childrenis high, thework is organisedin factoriesandoffices, the role of the 

family is decline in the supportand security-building, core of the family living together, secularism, idealnumber 

of children issmall, high socialmobility, modernand more effectivemethods of contraception.   

Where the socialinequalitiesare smallertherethedemographictransitiontakes placesooner, thefertility rateis 

reducedsooner because it is notpersistent ina largenumber of childrenin the poorestlayers.Thepoorest layers of 

the societydo not show awillingnessto limitthe number of children, ifthere is nobenefit for themfrom this. 

Carrying out thedemographictransitioneffortsshouldbe madeprimarilyto improvethe situation ofpoorrural-

agricultural society.” 
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Historical changes in the family institution could be fit in the framework of the demographic transition theory. 

In pursuance of the classical version of the theory is that the traditional agrarian societies fertility and mortality 

rate is high, the rates are nearly equal, so the population is almost constant. The economical and healthcare 

modernisation involves the improvement of public health, mortality declination, particularly infant mortality. As 

a result of this, more children could be stay alive. However, the generalization of children's education reduces 

the possibility of lucrative economic activity for the family, however it increases their raising costs. After the 

decrease in the mortality rate eventually starts declining fertility rate too, because the families are not interested 

in having children for the above mentioned reasons. Since fertility decline usually starts later than the mortality 

there will be a period in which the population is growing quickly (because the mortality has been reduced but 

the fertility is not yet). That is why Europe's population increased by a multiple of the last two centuries, and it 

is the reason why the Third World population explosion taking place today. 

According tothe theoryof demographictransition:in the first phaseof the transitionthe mortality and fertility rate 

is also high. Thebalanceis temporarilyupset in the secondphase, the mortality and fertilitydecline 

inparallelduring the period and there will be a strong population increase.Finally, in thethird and laststagethe 

fertility andmortality rates get balanced on anew low-level and thepopulationstabilizes.Thesubsequent events, 

observationshave enrichedthetheory withnew approaches, for example theypointed to the effectof 

urbanizationandchanges inthe value system, orthe role ofthe spread ofcontraceptiveknowledge. It is importantto 

notethat changes infertilityare related tomarriagehabits.(Andorka, R. 1987, Szentgáli, T. 1991, Mason, K. O. 

1997). 

One of the weaknessesof the theorywas that it was not explained by anythingwhy the fertility rate decline should 

be stopped at thethirdstage. It has been shown thatthedemographictransition theoryfrom itsconclusionsfor the 

future is non-realistic. It means that thedeveloped countriesfertility isnotstabilized, even at levelsthat-in the long-

term runcould provide thepopulationsimplereproduction– besides even inlow-mortality rate. Fertilityfell 

downsofar, whilethemortalitycontinued to decline. 

  

The second demographic transition   [17] 

“Before the Second World War decades the fertility generally declined after the war, for about two decades the 

fertility increased in the developed countries unexpectedly high level. The phenomenon of "baby – corrugation" 

(or in English “baby boom") called by the demographers. The reasons was most likely due to the post-World 

War II decades has experienced extremely rapid economic growth, which effected a sustained real wage growth 

and low unemployment rate.” 

“It is likely that the 1950s and 60s rapid economic growth slowdown were again to the fore the factors that 

previously, which declined the fertility until the mid- '30s. In addition, in the „60-ies it has become more 

frequent in female employment after the marriage and what was previously a rarity during the raising up of 

young children. The employment of women and having children by the difficulty of reconciling such has 

become a social problem, which was delayed responded by the developed European countries (often only 

several decades later) and made much harder a lot of young family life and make it difficult to reduce fertility.” 

“It may be an additional factor of three prominent effect. One factor is the spread of birth control pills between 

1960 and 1975 in the developed world, is somewhat simpler and more effective method of ensuring birth 

restrictive than the previously used. The spread of tablets, as well as the opportunities they provide, become a 

self-reinforcing factor. It became a trend becoming more effective birth restriction caused an increase in self-

reinforcing factor, becoming fashionable restriction caused an increase in the effective birth of the idea. On the 

otherhand,whentheintellectualclimate ofpoliticalcurrentswere hostiletotraditionalsocialinstitutionssuch 

asmarriage andagainstthefamily,and by focusing on individual freedomwas acceleratedthelonghistoricalprocess 

ofindividualization(Lesthaeghe 1995). Finally,it is possible thatthe couplerelationships andtheresponsibilitiesthat 

come with themfor lesstaken seriously, and thusthe spread ofcohabitationalsoplayed a majorrole in thedecline 

offertility. Becauseofthese relationshipshas been shown significantly more labile likemarriages. So, 

thesecommitted, seriousrelationships compared marriage certainlygive muchlessasense of security, which is 

compared to thedesire to have children.” 

“Transitions since the 1960s demographic changes in the developed countries the demographers generally 

explained as a new demographic era, so-called second demographic transition occurrence. Due to this transition 

which is bringing the life expectancy is high rise, the societies in which the increasing aging of the insufficient 

level of fertility of population stagnation and decrease, and this may be the treated on an intensive level. 

Immigration to the developed countries is a typical trend. A large increase in additional features of this new era 
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could be measured in the number of divorces, a decrease in the number of marriages, extra-marital cohabitation 

and the proportion of born out of wedlock children rise, increasing number of living only in partnership and 

especially lone parents - usually lone mothers - proportion of children raised by and finally the increasing 

number of childlessness.” 

Population explosion vs. Population decline 

  

The starting point of global problems is the overpopulation. It means that since the second half of the 20 th 

century has increased in a very fast pace the Earth's population. Supplying the current 7.2 billion people (in 

2013) does not reach the Earth‟s carrying capacity. However, further growth of the population can doubt it. 

(Figure 2.1 and 2.2). 

The population explosion causing unsolved problems in poor countries currently. The rate of population growth 

is much higher than the economic growth. These countries have become poor because of low GDP is produced 

should be distributed to more and more people. They cannot produce enough food for themselves, and cannot 

pay for the world market prices of food. 

The world population growth rate declined over the last 10 years. The main reason of this is characterized 

growth reduction in the developed countries and in a few developing countries. Another reason is the decline of 

the population in increasing number of European countries (Table 2.1). 

Different values of decline and gain amplify differences between the developed and the developing world 

(Figure 2.3). Poors are getting poorer, the rich are getting richer. 

The 80% of the world‟s population lived in developing countries at the millenium. 

Figure 2.1. Forecast of the UN Department of Population, Until 2050 – Developed and developing world 
 

Countries Trends Countries Trends 

Developed countries Population is around 1.2 

billion, could be decline too 
Developing countries Population incrase from 4.9 

billion to 8.3 billion 

Italy‟s, Russia‟s and 

Hungary‟s population could 

be declined 25%, 

Germany‟s, Japan‟s, 14% 

Ukraines‟s 40% in 50 years 

term 

88% of the Earth‟s 

population will be live in the 

developing part of the world 

The population of the EC 

(376 million in 2004) will 

be decrease with 10% 

the most highest increase is 

expected in India (16 million 

per annum), in China, 

Bangladesh, Indonesia, 

Etiopia, Iran 

the life expectancy will 

increase to 82 years till 

2050 (in 1999 it was 75 

years) 

the life expectancy will reach 

75 years (in 1999. it was 63 

years) 

the society‟s agening will 

rise: the rate of the 

popuation over 60 will rise 

from 20 % to 33 % 

    

amongthe most     
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populouscountries inthe 

scopeof the developed 

countriesalonewill be 

located 

intheUSA(400millioninhabi

tants.1.1millionpeoplethisye

aralsoplays a role 

inmigration) 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632 – 

26/09/2012 

 

Figure 2.1 Estimated population change in the Earth’s between 2000–2050 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632 – 

26/09/2012 

 

Figure 2.2 UN forecast about the world’s population till 2050 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632 – 

26/09/2012 

http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632
http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632
http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632
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Figure 2.3 Difference between the developed and developing countries population 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632 – 

26/09/2012 

Natural migration 

Basic/fundamental determinants 

-     natility; 

-     fertility; 

-     mortality; 

-     reproduction. 

The (natural) population growth 

The fundamental feature of the population evolution trendsis thenatural population growth, which isthe 

growthordecrease of the populationby the live birthsandnumberof deaths, respectively. It can be characterizedon 

the basis oftheirdifference, themigrationwill be ignored.Measured by thenaturalgrowthrate (T), which is the 

difference live birthrate (S) and mortalityrate (H) (Figure 2.4). 

  

 

Figure 2.4 The (natural) population growth 

source:  

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0019_1A_Megelozo_orvostan_es_nepegeszsegtan/ch03s02.h

tml – 26/09/2012 

If the differece is positive, then it is natural growth/increase, if it is negative then the population is characterized 

with natural decline. 

  

  

Areial differences 

http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-A_tulnepesedes_es_a_nepessegfogyas-102632
http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0019_1A_Megelozo_orvostan_es_nepegeszsegtan/ch03s02.html
http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0019_1A_Megelozo_orvostan_es_nepegeszsegtan/ch03s02.html
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Demographical changes which are experiencedin the European Unionwill be especially importantin the 

comingdecades. As the basis ofdemographicmodels of thefuturepopulationtrends, it can be concluded that as a 

result oflong-term lowbirth ratesandrising life expectancythe population age structureis shiftingtowardsolder age 

groups. The population ageing trendis becomingevident in thedifferent EUregions, consequently,itwill havefar-

reachingconsequencesin many policy areas, impactwill beamongtheschool-agepopulation, health, labor market 

participation, social protection, socialsecurity issues, and thepublic finances[18] (Figure2.5). 

 

Figure 2.5 The natural migration rate ont he NUTS 3 level (2011) 

Source:  

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu – 

26/09/2012 

Territorial distribution changes of the world population 

Distribution of the world‟s population from the point of areial view certainly not consistent. 

Nowdays,somethirdworldcountries are the most dynamically changingpopulationzones all over the world. Put it 

intuitively, from 1000 newborns,600in Asia,200in Africa,150in America(75%inLatinAmerica), 45 in Europe,5in 

Australiaand Oceania will be borned (Figure2.6). 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu
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Figure 2.6 Regionally changing of the world’s population 

Source:  http://www.ngkszki.hu/seged/topo/13.evf.1mod.doc– 26/09/2012 

At present, the main problems of uneven population growth can be caught by the following: 

·       80% percent of the world‟s population is living in the developing countries. 

·       25% percent of the world‟s population is starving or underfeeded. 

·       More then 30% of the minors ar underfeeded. 

·       About 25 % of people does not have safe drinking water. 

·       80% of the produced income is consumed by 20 % of population. 

·       The world spend on armaments still significantly much more than especially on family planning 

The population explosion got serious consequences on several other areas of the life: 

·       Depletion of the natural resources, unsolved and often intensifying conflicts of land use. 

·       The significant population growth is not followed by the growth of food producing, thereby the feeding of 

the people is deteriorating. 

·       Theovercrowdingand underfednesspromotesthespread ofepidemics. 

·       Deterioratingliving conditionstrigger strengthening of mass migrationprocesses. 

·       The occuring urbanisation in the developing countries is generating stress in the settlement network, in the 

natural and builten environment. 

·       Extreme forms of social conflicts appeared (civil war, ethnic conflicts and womendrasticsuppression). 

Thedenselypopulated regions arealsoappointed as beehivesin the literature, these arethe following nowdays: 

http://www.ngkszki.hu/seged/topo/13.evf.1mod.doc
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1. East Asia (population density is about1,000 capita/km2) –Geographically,Japan, the 

KoreanpeninsulaandChinaPlain areexcluded in it.All threelocationsgotdevelopedagriculturebased onrice, with 

the style called terracing productionon which arebuiltmore and 

morewidespreadindustrialcapacities.Culturesengaged inricecultivationis characterized in thatthe plant is80-

90%fed itsscholars. Irrigatedrice cultivationis onlyable to operatewithstrictlyorganized 

andcontrolledstateorganization.The success of thericelies in thecarefulmanagement which could be use the 

sameareafor a long time, by the help of careful water management high yields can be maintained, and it is 

possibleformultipleharvestsper year. 

There are disadvantages beyond the success in the monoculture of the rice. The population is almost exclusively 

concentrated in the flat areas where the potential for rice cultivation is optimal. Relations/connections between 

the mountains and the plains are rare. However, the relations between villages and cities are much stronger, 

because the village supplies food to the urban settlements in exchange the village gets urban waste and human 

excrement which make the land productive. Nowadays, beyond the rice production, the industrial-technological 

development plays an important role in the maintenance of households. 

2. SouthAsia (1,000 capita/km2) - includingIndiaandBangladesh, because of their irrigatedagriculturalculture. 

Industrial development is on an isolated wayat thepresent, so on a significant part of the region the social-

economic structure isvulnerable, natural disasters oftencausequite aserious situationfor the 

population.Bangladesh's independence (1971) also–indirectly– related to atropicalcyclone. In the disaster of 

1970, about 300,000peoplewere died, thelocalpopulationfelt thatthegovernmentofPakistandoes not careenough 

about this part of the country, so they soonopted for independence. 

3.Western Europe(250-300 capita/km2) -geographically dispersedareas. In London and its surroundings,in the 

Beneluxand in Western parts of Germany(the Ruhr-territory) has been developedthis concentration. These 

beehives originis clearly due to the18-19. centuryindustrial revolution. Because of theclimaticconditionsandthe 

cropsyield averagepropertiesdo not allowas muchas theAsianconcentrations, thus otherregionsalso includedan 

excess offoodthrough trade forsupplyingthepopulation and  from 20thcentury the 

industrialagricultureincreasedextremehighlevelofaverage yields. 

4.North America (250-300 capita/km2) - in particularthe Atlanticcoast and theGreat Lakeshasan 

outstandingpopulation density. Theconcentrationcreateda clearcause ofindustrial developmentand 

intensiveexploitation oflocalresourcesin the region. Over thedecadessince then,theareahas becomea 

majorcenterof the world economyand the services playing key role in the employment structure. 

In addition to theselargerbeehivescan be foundon our planet which are evenlessknown, local cores, namelythe 

island ofJava, in the NileValley, the Mexicanplateau, theDonetsBasinandSilesia. They are developed 

eitherusingtheancienttechniquesof irrigatedagricultureor modernindustrialdevelopment(Figure 2.7). 
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Figure 2.7 Population density of the Earth 

Source:  http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s06.html– 

26/09/2012 

  

 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s06.html
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Figure 2.8 Population distribution by regions 

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_population#Population_by_region – 26/09/2012 

 

Figure 2.9. World’s population by regions 2011-2100 

Source:  http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_10_01_archive.html – 26/09/2012 

3.3. 2.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Describe the Earth‟s population changings based on the demographic transition theory, furthermore based on 

the natural growth indicators (births, deaths)! 

2. Where and why could be observed the population explosion and population declination?  

3. Characterize the areial distribution of the Earth‟s population by the help of the Figure 2.7., 2.8..! 

4. 3. Global demographical processes, problems II. 

4.1. 3.1. Content 

Theage distribution ofthe world's populationand itsregionaldifferences; the growing, stagnating anddecreasing 

populationage pyramid(pyramid, bell and urn shaped age pyramid). 

4.2. 3.2. Review of the curriculum 

On 11thJuly 1987,theworld‟spopulationwas estimated around5billion and theUnited Nations – warningofthe 

danger ofoverpopulation – designatedthis day as theworldpopulationday. Thecontinuousgrowth ofthe world's 

population wasincreasingly rapid: demographers estimate reaching the limit of one billion at the beginning of 

the 19th century, this numberhas doubledduring nearly130years; for reaching thenext billion, only33years and for 

the following we only had to wait 14 years. According to the estimation of the world-organization, at the very 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_population#Population_by_region
http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_10_01_archive.html
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end of the 20th century the population of our planet has reached a number of 6 billion (Figure 3.1.). On the day 

31. October 2011, the UN estimated that the population of Earth has reached the number of 7 billion (2013: 7,2 

billion). 

 

Figure 3.1  The world's  population  in 2011  per continents 

Source:  http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html – 25/10/2012 

When calculating the known trends with a relatively short history, the UN demographers made three versions 

(low, mediumandhigh) of their forecast related to the change and development of the world‟s population, till the 

year 2100. According to one of these we use, which is the most probable medium version, the the world's 

population till the middle of the 21st century will be just over 9,3 billion. In the second halfof the 

century,thepopulationgrowthratewill be slower, butby 2100the worldpopulation is still expected to 

exceedthelimit of10billion. 

In most Europeancountries we can expect decrease in the number of populationby 2050. According to the 

forecasts, countries with bigger area and bigger population, such as Germany, Russia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, 

Poland, PortugalandRomania, willsufferthegreatestsetback. On the other hand, the number of inhabitants of the 

United Kingdom, France, Ireland, Norway, Spain, Sweden and Turkey will be significantly higher than in the 

year 2011. Hungary is among those countries, where the number of population is expected to be moderate, with 

a number of 700 thousand, over the next four decades. 

The UN estimates thatby 2050Europewill behome to719million people, which is 20million less thanin 2011. 

Later on,a further cut isexpectedby experts,by 2100 the number of population will fallback to a number of 

675million. As a result of all this,theoldcontinent'sshare will be falling back to6.7% till 2100, while Africa's will 

rise from 15% to 35.3%. (It is remarkable that the number of people living in theblackcontinent,the cradle 

oflife,will double by 2050: it will be 2.2 billion, which - according to estimations - will be followed by a further 

increase of 1.4 billion till 2100)[19] (Figure 3.2, Table 3.1.). 

http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html
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Figure 3.2 Changes in the number of population in the developed and less developed regions of the world 

Source:  http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html – 10/25/2012 

Table 3.1 The distribution of the  continent 's population  (%) 
 

Continent 1950 1980 2011 2050 2100 

Africa 9,1 10,8 15,0 23,5 35,3 

Asia 55,4 59,2 60,3 55,3 45,4 

Europe 21,6 15,7 10,6 7,7 6,7 

North-America 6,8 5,7 5,0 4,8 5,2 

Middle- and South-

America 
6,6 8,1 8,6 8,1 6,8 

Australia and 

Oceania 
0,5 0,5 0,5 0,6 0,6 

Source:  http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html– 10/25/2012 

For the estimation of the number of the population of the Earth, several factors shouldbe considered: above the 

expected trends in thenatural growthandloss -births and deaths–the levelof fertility or theaveragelifeexpectancy 

at birth should also be taken into account. 

It is impossible to trace the the number of the multi-billion crowd exactly. The UnitedStates CensusBureau has 

published othercalculation results, than the UNexperts. Theagencyestimates thatthe7 billion limit on the planet 

has not been reached in October 2011, buthalf a year later, on 12. March 2012[20](Figure 3.3). 

http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html
http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html
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Figure 3.3 The population of the Eart’s countries in 2013 

Source:  http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1jl:World_population.PNG – 10/12/2013 

The population age structure[21] 

When examining thepopulationstructure, we mainlyanalyze the age and the distribution bygender andmarital 

status. 

The most appropriate means of examination for reviewing the age structure is the age pyramid, which shows the 

structure of population by gender andage, sometimes marital status. Populations with different growthpatterns 

have an age pyramid with a totally different structuresand shape (Figure 3.4). The ones with a fast growing 

population have pyramid form – many aretheyoung and the oldrateis relativelylow, whereas the ones with 

decreasing population have an expressive urn (nomen est omen?) shape, because the rate of middle-aged 

andelderly is more and more high,andthe rate of young people is getting less. A detailed tree can actually be 

considered as thedemographicfootprint of the pastcenturies – traces of events that occurred suddenly and 

significantly affected the future of population (eg. war casualties) are quite clearly visible on them. It is perfectly 

suitable for a quick review regarding a population‟s substantial demographic features. 

  

  

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1jl:World_population.PNG


   

 24  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

 

Figure 3.4 Types of age pyramids 

Source:  

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tamop425/0010_2A_09_Farago_Tamas_Bevezetes_a_torteneti_demogr

afiaba/ch02.html – 10/25/2012 

  

The horizontal axis showsthemen on the left, women on the right, in%, the vertical axis represents theage 

groups. 

In practice– mainly because of it‟s easier overview – each population is divided into age groups of fiveorten, but 

sometimes we have to distinguish larger categories (under 15, over 60 years, etc.), in which actually we are 

trying to map theyoung, adult and old categories for everyday use, with chronological data. 

Demographic typescan be distinguished according to the shape of theage pyramid (Figure 3.5.). 

·       Age pyramid of growing population: the age pyramid is broad-based, rapidlynarrowingupward, it is 

characterized by the high rate of youngage groups(children aged: 40-50%), and the low rate of elderly (2-4%).It 

istypical inthe poorestagriculturalcountrieswith highbirth anddeath rates, with lowlife expectancy(eg. India 

andmany African countries). 

·       Age pyramid of stagnating population:beehive-shaped, the rate of young people (children aged: 20-

25%)andmiddle-aged is highandalmost the same, the age pyramid onlynarrows at the olderage groups(10-15%). 

The number of population and life expectancy is consistentlygrowing(eg. USA, Australia). 

·       Age pyramid of decreasing population: the age pyramid is narrow-based, upwardsslightly broadening, 

the rate of young people(children aged: 15-20%) is decreasing, longlife expectancy, the rate of elderlyis 

increasing (15-20%), it reaches andexceeds the rate ofyoung people. The population is rapidlygetting 

old,thenumber of population is getting stabilized, then decreases(eg.Switzerland, Denmark, Germany, Italy, 

Hungary). 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tamop425/0010_2A_09_Farago_Tamas_Bevezetes_a_torteneti_demografiaba/ch02.html
http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tamop425/0010_2A_09_Farago_Tamas_Bevezetes_a_torteneti_demografiaba/ch02.html
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Figure 3.5 The basic types of age pyramids 

Source:  http://www.sulinet.hu/tovabbtan/felveteli/2001/11het/foldrajz/foci11.html – 10/25/2012 

Life expectancy at birthin terms of theentireglobal populationis increasing. Women's averagelifetime is 

generally higher thanmen‟s. Thesex ratio isusuallybalanced(masculinity index for 1000 men is 900-1150women 

indifferent countries of theworld). Usually the birth of boys is a bit higher (52%) than the birth of girls (48%), 

therefore at the young age groups there is a surplus of males, but because the mortality of women in older ages 

is lower than men‟s, therefore there is a surplus of women among the older groups. 

Mostly undeveloped societies 

The rate of youngage groups is high (45-50% of the population). Includes the poorest, almost only agriculture-

dependent countries(eg.Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, Nicaragua). Highbirth ratesand highdeath rates(in all age 

groups) à only a few reach the older age (2-4% of the whole population). Life expectancy: 45-50 years. Child 

labor, lack of pension system à elderly people also work, although in many traditionalsocieties the together-

livingfamilysupportsthem(eg. China, India). 

  

Developing societies 

Highbirth rates,butlower mortality. Children'sage-group:35-45%, elderly age groups: 3-5%. Countries 

withmodesteconomies belong here (eg.Mauritania, Sudan, Bangladesh, the Philippines, Bolivia, Paraguay), 

theArabiancountries (eg.Libya, Saudi Arabia,Kuwait). 

  

Developed societies 

Almost the samenumber ofyoungandmiddle-agedgroups, but older people are less. The population is growing 

harmoniously,risein life expectancy, in parallel withthegrayingsociety: rate of young aged people is 20-26%, 

rate of elderly people is 9-13% (eg. U.S.A, Australia). 

  

Stagnating, and decreasing societies 

The number ofyoung age group isdecreasing(16-20%), the rate of older age group is15-20% àapproaches the 

rate ofyoung people(eg.Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden). The society is rapidly getting old, its 

number is continuously getting stabilizedthen getting old.The age pyramid at the youngage group is growing 

thin. 

The above written can be well analyzed through Figure3.6. 

  

  

http://www.sulinet.hu/tovabbtan/felveteli/2001/11het/foldrajz/foci11.html
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Figure 3.6 Types of age pyramids based on social development 

Source: eduline.hu/segedanyagtalalatok/letolt/3022 –10/25/2012 

Life expectancy at birth, male-female ratio 

Due to biological reasons, the lifetime of women is longer than men‟s, but there are exceptions: in India and 

Pakistan the two genders have the same chances at birth, in Bangladesh and Nepal men‟s life expectancy 

exceeds women‟s à traditionally there is a big social and economic weight on women. 

The two genders are usually in balance within one country, but it is characterized by a certain degree 

offluctuation. On average, the masculinity index for 1000 men is 900-1150 women. 

Always more boysare bornthan girlsà in younger age groups they are more, but then the supplement of women 

is gradually occurring. In countries with more males this change is missing. 

The UN has given projectionsupto 2100, using differentassumptions about how the fertility, mortality rates will 

change during the years. The averages of these estimations suggest thattheglobalpopulationwill be 

over10billionuntil2085. Until 2100, 22,3% of the people will be 65 years old or older, this rate was only 7,6% in 

2010. Most of thepopulationgrowth is expected tocome fromthedeveloping world. The population of Africa will 

rise from 1 billion (2010) to 3,6 billion till 2100 (Figure3.7). 

 

Figure 3.7  The  world 's population  by age  1950-2100 

Source:  http://piackutatas.blog.hu/2011/05/19/a_vilag_2100_ban_valtozik_a_korfa_alakja –10/25/2012 

4.3. 3.3. Questions, tasks 

1. What are the characteristics of the growing, stagnating and decreasing population age pyramids? 

http://piackutatas.blog.hu/2011/05/19/a_vilag_2100_ban_valtozik_a_korfa_alakja
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2. What are the rarest and the most densely populated areas in the world? Justify why! 

3. According to forecasts, what changesare to be expectedin theincrease of theworld population? 

Describethetrends in the developed and developingareas! 

4. Global demographic trends, problems III. 

4.4. 4.1. Content 

Worldwide catering in the 21st century; the abundance and scarsity of food which are both existing in the same 

period of time (starvation vs. over consumption, hidden or outward starvation); the facts that are standing in the 

background of the worldwide catering crisis. 

4.5. 4.2. Review of the curriculum 

Worldwide catering in the 21st century[22] 

The existance of regional differences represents one of the most outstanding anomalies of the worldwide 

catering situation. For approximately 7,2 billion inhabitant of the world, about 10-12% doesn‟t have access to 

food in a sufficient quality and quantity. The opinions are divided about the existing sources for how many 

people would they solve their catering problems, according to many researches, the existing economic situation 

would still be able to feed the current number of people. According to some others, the humanity population has 

reached its peak, while some other extremist views think that even 90 billion people would be able to live on our 

planet. 

The fact that currently there is a heavy catering crisis in many different regions, shows that we can easily notice 

that there is significant inequality, which means that part of the world is abunding and the other is suffering 

from the scarsity. 

The ongoing decades of changes that has been happing since 1945 has effected even the basics of agriculture. 

The industial economy has became a speciality of the industial states, were the increasingly over production is 

centered and the unsold rotten stock of products. Argiculture is still preferably the main  economic section in 

most of the countries, from which they try to pump out the capital needed for different developments 

(industialization, urbanization..etc.). Next to it, they should have satified the lack of food incurred in the 

different regions. These two factors represent a catastrophic outcoming situation for some states. Double 

standards is a main character of the agriculture in developing countries, namely there is a modern sector which 

is producing for the worldwide market, and there is a traditional and conventional agriculture which is assigned 

to feed the domestic population. The second sector must co-exist within contantly hardening conditions, since 

the decreasing of birth rate has not yet started in many counties. The existing wolrdwide food stock which is 

offered for selling, is unreachable by the developing countries, because they simply do not have money to buy.    

According to the passimist forcasts of the future, there is almost no hope of changing the conditions of 

agricultural production. There will be even bigger problems because of the disappearance of agricultural fields, 

which is spreading rapidly due to the urbanization and industrialization. This problem cycle is threatening 

mainly the expanding markets in South east and Sound Asia. 

The decrease of infield sizes effected by the desertification is also another heavy problem. In some area like 

Sahel and North China, the size grazing areas have decreased due to overgrazing issues. 

Next to the dehydration, the use of unsuitable irrigation tools, or the poor quality of water used in irrigation also 

causes huge loss. Apart from this, because of the over production of water, the water level has decreased in 

many areas. 

(Patkós Csaba: A globális népesedés humánökológiája – 

The quanitity of floral biomassa which is probably decreasing, is effecting the total quantity of fodder plants for 

livestock breeding by which it is also decreasing. So the charactistic of the bed animals, that the unit of fodder 

how much useful body size they can produce, will be a very important characteristic. According to the statistics, 

the index  of this characteristic is constantly high in the case of laying hens and milking cows, due to this fact, 

from ecological and economic point view the foddering of these animals is considered as highly economic. The 
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chicken and pork meat also represent the main source of protein for the increasing population of Asia. This 

could be also noticed in the cusine culture in these areas. (Csaba Patkós: the ecology of the global population). 

Over fed and starving[23] 

 

Figure 4.1 Food production per capita index (1961-2005) 

Forrás:  http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1jl:Food_production_per_capita_1961-2005.png – 20/12/2012 

Even in the media we can see the relevant contrary: we can see advertisement of different types of drogs to lose 

weight, in the same time we can see the starving children in Africa. Millions of people are dying because of 

starvation in under developed countries, while other millions of people are suffering from deseases caused by 

over weight problems in the developed countries.  

According to the last consideration of FAO (The UN Food and Agricultural Organization), there are 800 million 

people suffering from not enough access to food, which represents 13% of the earth‟ population. 

The main element of the catering program represented by the FAO, is that by 2015 the number of starving 

population should be decreased to the half of it. There has been scientific proof, that our earth is capable of 

handling the food supply to the global population, so the cause must be searched in the productional and 

distributional inequality. In other words, the catering situation has changed mainly after the second world war. 

Its reasons: the difference in demographic nature among the developed and developing countries; the difference 

in agricultural productivity; the difference in general level of economic development. 

After the IIWW the agricultural productivity and the significant governmental sponsorship to support the 

efficiency of agricultural labor, the average productivity and the quantity of production have significantly 

increased until 1970s. After this, the increase became smaller. Nowadays, the product stock show constantly 

high level of agricultural over production in the developed countries, and huge quantities of unsold stock have 

accumulated. 

However, the modern (tercier) sector is depriving the better quality land and a large part of the labor from the 

conventional agricultural sector, so it has to produce the food needs for the growing population beside worse 

conditions and less workforce. 

The food crisis in developing countries arising from the growth of the population also, furthermore from 

division of the food production and food demands. The growing demand for food has two components: the 

population and their income growth. There is an abundant food supply in the world market, but just the most 

underdeveloped countries are unable to buy it. 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1jl:Food_production_per_capita_1961-2005.png
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There is food overproduction in the world, due to the modern agriculture technology of the developed 

countries.[24] Some region is struggling with food overproduction crisis. The population in these countries 

could be characterized with food over consumption. This could affect a worsening harm of the civilization. The 

excessive and unhealthy nutrition threats (too much carbohydrate and protein consumption), who lives this 

comfortable, sedentary lifestyle 

For the larger group of peoples on the Earth, the lack of food causes headache worldwide, not like in the case of 

the inhabitants of developed countries. In fact, the agriculture of the developing countries cannot keep up with 

the fast growth of population. The deficit of food have come to stay in these regions. The starving is the most 

cruel consequence of the overpopulation. 

The third large group consists of „hidden starving” people. They are underfed due to the quality of food 

obtained and not because of the quantity. 

The new born- and the children mortality ratios are high, plus the expected lifetime is low. It is common to 

have  the children diseased rate of weight loss which is the clear sign of starvation. Their weakened organism is 

easy to get sick. The lack off hygenie makes the epidemic spread fast (Figure 4.2.). 

The overconsumption and hunger, the overproduction of developed regions and developing countries food 

shortages have all become constant and characterized planet. All these contradictions derive from the global 

economy, due to operational disruption. 

It's not just the thing that population growth rate is different from the food production rate in the world. Rather, 

the excess of food and lack of supply and effective demand sharply separated on the Earth. 

The condition of demand growth are: the growth of population and income increases. The first condition - as 

seen in the previous chapter - inhere. People living in underdeveloped countries, have an income that is so low 

that they have no money to buy food. Despite abundant supply, they can not appear as cunsomers in the food 

market. So most often the root cause of hunger is poverty (Figure 4.3.) 

 

Figure 4.2 The rate of the starving and underfed people of the whole population of the country (2005) 

(Based on the FAO database) 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Ehezes_es_tulfogyasztas_a_Foldon-102633 – 

20/12/2012 

http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Ehezes_es_tulfogyasztas_a_Foldon-102633
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Figure 4.3: Worldwide poorness (million capita) 

Source: http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Ehezes_es_tulfogyasztas_a_Foldon-102633 – 

20/12/2012 

  

Quality starving[25] 

Daily energy needs of an average adult body moves around 2000-3000 kcal, depending on age, gender, 

depending on physical activity. If this is allowed to reduce the amount of energy input, the organism can suffer 

from the declining amount of muscle cells through skeletal muscles lessening until immune system weakening 

or even in death. In addition to the energy content of the composition of food intake is an important factor, as 

the human body of certain amino acids and fatty acids can not be produced. So they called the essential 

ingredients to be introduced onto the food intake, or even a significant proportion of vitamins and trace elements 

also belong to this group. Hunger can be absolute (if qualitative composition of the dietary intake of energy and 

not appropriate) and relative (with adequate energy intake unfavorable qualitative composition, deficiency 

diseases). 

The quantity and quality of the food consumption per capita 

The amount of food per capita is very low in Africa and South Asia. Between 1988-90 it is estimated that 786 

million people were chronically undernourished in the world. (Figure 4.4.) Out of them lived 528 million in 

Asia and 168 million in Africa. Today, malnutrition decreases in Asia, while in Africa it has increased. The 

required daily calories varies from country to country, culture to culture, age and gender. For healthy societies 

average minimum daily calorie serving under the UN 2300 calories / day.[26] 
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Figure 4.4 Daily calorie ammount per capita 

Source: http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/global/fogyasztas1.htm) – 21/12/2012 

  

To characterize the nutritional quality of the population‟s, the daily food/energy consumption per capita index is 

used, the kjoule / person / day values were used. 

„Based on the FAO kjoule/person/day the countries can be split into three groups: low, adequate and appropriate 

standards of good food categories. The „nutritional level” concept cannot be narrowed down exclusively to the 

quantity consumed. It is also very important  that the human body energy needs have to be covered from 

carbohydrates and proteins, respectively, and whether it gets functioning of the human body by essential 

vitamins. Optimal is considered if the food amount consumed by human stays of 12-15 % protein, and yet 

nearly half of proteins of animal origin.”[27] 

In the case of insufficient food and in countries with lack of good standard of capita/daily values kjoule / person 

/ day and protein consumption are closely linked to the general economic development. 

Europe and Hungary nutrition calories are larger than necessary (Figure 4.5). 

 

Figure 4.5 Daily calorie consumption 1961-1990 



   

 32  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Source:  http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/331.html– 21/12/2012 

Differences in food consumption patterns between rich and poor – Hungarian example[28]: An interesting 

picture emerges from the differences in standards of living in Hungary based on 2013 consumption data for the 

first half of the year. Detection of the Central Statistical Office, in monthly per capita cost more than 120 

thousand forints richest strata of Hungarian households (top quintile). The same value is less than 34 thousand 

forints in the case of the poorest. 

 

Figure 4.6 Expanditure of households consumption per capita in Hungary 

Source:  

http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/igy_elnek_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_magyarorszagon.192096.html – 

21/11/2013 

As of on Figure 4.6 can be seen that the wealthy spend more for everything. Proportionately less on alcohol and 

tobacco (twice), and spend more on culture, entertainment (almost eight times more). Significantly different 

from the food consumption. Of course, on the one hand it is here that most of the products of the rich eat more, 

drink, especially when it comes to dairy products, vegetables, fruit. At the same time some awareness of income 

growth can be seen as fat, sugar, cereal is not what rich man would buy more. 

The higher educational level (and higher income) implies that households are spending more on consumption. 

There may be several reasons (eg less "price search " effort, the residence area of higher price levels), but 

possibly it is also due to the fact that they are likely to buy the same products on a higher price level, with better 

quality. For example, the average price paid for Bakery products in parallel with the rise of education goes up to 

42 percent difference (Figure 4.7 and Table 4.1).   

http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/331.html
http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/igy_elnek_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_magyarorszagon.192096.html
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Figure 4.7 Consumed foods in households according to the educational level (Hungary) 

Source: 

http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/igy_elnek_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_magyarorszagon.192096.html – 

21/11/2013 

 

Table 4.1 Average price (HUF) of the consumed foods by the Hungarian households according to the 

educational level, 2013 

Source: 

http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/igy_elnek_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_magyarorszagon.192096.html – 

21/11/2013 
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Figure 4.8 Rate of the starving, underfed people int he world 

Source:  http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-

2010.html – 21/12/2012 

 

Figure 4.9. Underfed rate changes of the developing countries between 1969-2009 

http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-2010.html
http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-2010.html
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Source:  http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-

2010.html – 21/12/2012 

4.6. 4.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Analyse the world food situation in the 21 century! 

2. Based on which viewpoints could you separate the areas of world regarding the food-consumption? Explain 

the reasons! 

3. What factors are behind the world food crisis? 

5.  Global economic inequalities 

4.7. 5.1. Content 

Global differences; centrum and periphery; the centrum-periphery relationship in the end of 20th century; 

differences between rich and poor countries. 

  

  

4.8. 5.2. Review of the curriculum 

Today world economy is determined not only by the summary and relations of national economies, but the 

transnational companies as well. Transnational companies‟ developed to be self-contained actors of economy; 

many times they have larger property, than the GDP of less or medium size country. 

Distribution of 100 largest multinational companies shows that three centrum areas have important role in today 

world economic competition (Figure 5.1). 

 

Figure 5.1 Distribution of multinational companies in the world 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-A_Fold_amelyen_elunk_10-

Meg_nem_jott_el_a_fuggetlenseg_napja-106612 – 12/01/2013 

  

  

http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-2010.html
http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-2010.html
http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-A_Fold_amelyen_elunk_10-Meg_nem_jott_el_a_fuggetlenseg_napja-106612
http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-A_Fold_amelyen_elunk_10-Meg_nem_jott_el_a_fuggetlenseg_napja-106612
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Global differences 

Todays the connections between nation economies lost their significance, the globalization processes determine 

the main trend of world economy development. Globalisation resulted sustainable economic growth for a 

generation. The geographical distanced decreased, everything have become into relationship and dependency 

with everything. Profit of globalisation is unequally distributed; a minority have had disproportionately large 

part. Fast growing of developing is in vain, the economic inequality is getting to be even larger; in addition 

economic inequality is intensifying in regions of a certain country. It results in a political way that the extremes 

emerge; the social fragmentation is strengthened.[29] 

The first decade of 21th century brought new challenges for the actors of world economy, although the previous 

experienced tendencies have seemingly continued, in parallel a transformation process started, which today 

becomes even faster transforming the regional structure of world economy. In the last decades China has come 

into even view, consequently it draws the contour of new, dynamic growing spot; so the former three-centred 

world economy could be considered four-centred, in addition in the future it could become polycentric by 

coming newer economic actors (BRICS) into view[30] (Figure 5.2 and 5.3). 

 

Figure 5.2 GDP (PPP) of countires, USD, 2009 (according to CIA World Factbook) 

Source: http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html – 12/01/2013 

 

http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html%20–%2012/01/2013
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Figure 5.3 GPD (PPP) per capita of countries, USD, 2009 (According to IMF data) 

Source: http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html– 12/01/2013 

Today globalizing world economy has changed significantly in the last 10 years, new action centrums started to 

reach the members of Triad forming the world economy polycentric. BRIC countries (Brasilia, Russia, India, 

China, Republic of South-Africa) emerge from these growing spots, but the intensive growth of other regions 

(South-East Asia, Western-Turkey) must not be ignored (Figure 5.4). 

 

Figure 5.4:  BRICS countries 

Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/BRICS.svg– 12/01/2013 

Dominant growth could begin in these regions in the future, which could improve the convergence of these 

areas to the leading economic powers. As long as it is possible to create appropriate economic environment, 

there will be chance to attract even more multinational and transnational companies into their countries, which 

could support the intensive join into the world trade. Consequently they could increase their income, which is 

necessary for modernisation and competitiveness of economy. Countries, regions, which are not able to realise 

that will be further stacked in the periphery of world economy, their lag and vulnerability will be even larger. 

Thereby the picture of world economy could form, where the growing spots, action centrums are surrounded by 

even undeveloped, strongly dependent areas.[31] 

The EU gave the 20 % of world GDP in 2011; it is less with 5 percentage points, than in 10 years earlier – the 

USA declined in similar volume. China‟s share increased to 14,3 % from 7,5%, while India‟ share increased to 

5,7 % from 3,8%. Russia held its 3 % proportion, Japan fell into the level of India (Figure 5.5). 

http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/BRICS.svg
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Figure 5.5 Share of main countires and EU from world GDP 

Source:  http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012/12/gdp-erdekessegek.html – 12/01/2013 

Centrum and periphery 

Centrum-periphery relation has spread through the work of Wallerstein. Centrum means a social-economic 

formation, which is situated in the leading situation in the aspect of development; its development is 

autonomous, organic development, which derives from the internal structure of the system and the internal 

motivation of population. Societies of peripheries are lagged from the development level of centrum, they form 

a lagging formation, their development is based on following the models and samples of centrum countries.[32] 

The centrum-periphery relationship in the end of 20th century 

The centrum of today world consists of the Triad. It involves North America (USA and Canada), developed 

economic countries of Europe (EU, EFTA) and Japan. The other countries of the world can be considered as 

half-periphery and periphery – in a lower or larger scale comparing to the Triad (Figure 5.6). 

 

Figure 5.6 Centrums and half-peripheries of wolrd economy 

Source:  http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-

Iranytu_a_vilaggazdasagban_valo_tajekozodashoz-102602 – 12/01/2013 

  

http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012/12/gdp-erdekessegek.html
http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Iranytu_a_vilaggazdasagban_valo_tajekozodashoz-102602
http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Iranytu_a_vilaggazdasagban_valo_tajekozodashoz-102602
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The important innovation centres – in the aspect of economic development –are situated in the centrum areas in 

historical formed agglomerations (metropolises, megapolises) or in consciously formed networks. Strengthen of 

information economy means the basis of information society in centrum countries. Concentration of high-

qualified labour force could be considered. Research-development activity, activities determine global business 

politics, information and research, higher educational activities remain into the borders of centrum countries and 

concentrate in theirs capital cities from the economic-technical activities. The modern branches of tertiary sector 

(for instance banking, financial and insurance services) and the information economy have even larger part in 

the sectorial structure. Branches of industry subsist, which demand increasing number of high-qualified labour 

and specifically decreasing energy and natural resources; consequently they use high-tech, modern technologies 

and product high-technical level products.[33] 

Economic and activity structure of peripheral countries is inverted. The developing industry and other sectors 

bear the consequences of dependency toward centrum. Industries of peripheries are primarily physical and 

financial capital-intensive, material and energy-intensive sectors, which are often environment polluting. These 

are sectors, which generate less development. Natural conditions and the cheap, less qualified labour provide 

them the comparative advantages. This development is based on the takeover of know-hows, licences, 

technologies. Economy of peripheral countries can be characterized with economic dualism and weak 

development-ability.[34](http://users.atw.hu/heller-

sos/dokumentumok/elso/20060307/foci_jegyzet_mehet.doc.). 

  

The most developed countries of world founded the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development) in 1961 in order to harmonize their economy, trade and fiscal policy (Figure 5.7). They try to 

strengthen their economic role by developing the world trade. Hungary, Poland and Czech Republic have joined 

to the organisation as full members since 1996. 

 

Figure 5.7 OECD countries (2010) 

Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4c/OECD_member_states_map.svg – 12/01/2013 

Case study: 

Differences between rich and poor countries 

  

The richest countries – which has more than 100 000 USD per adult property – can be found in North America, 

Western-Europe, but there are expectations in Asia, Middle-East and Pacific region. The world richest country 

is Switzerland, where the global property exceeds the 0,5 million USD. Australia and Norway follow 

Switzerland, their mean property is above 300 000 $. 1 % of global property has the half of world population, 

the richest 10 % of population has the 84 % of world property, in addition the richest 1 % of population has the 
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44 % of global property. Regional break demonstrates well the development of continents; it is not suprising, 

that North America and Europe have the largest proportion among the richest 10 %[35] (Figures5.8 – 5.10). 

 

Figure 5.8 The global property (thousand billion USD) between 2000 and 2011 

Source: 

http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdago

k_kozott.158539.html – 12/01/2013 

 

Figure 5.9 Property growth in countries/regions between 2000-2009 and 2010-2011 
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Source: 

http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdago

k_kozott.158539.html – 12/01/2013 

 

Figure 5.10 Distribution of global property (USD) among regions according to property categories 

Source: 

http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdago

k_kozott.158539.html – 12/01/2013 

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite statistic of life expectancy, education, and income 

indices used to rank countries into four tiers of human development. 

 

 

Figure 5.11 World map by quartiles of Human Development Index in 2013. 

Source:  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/2013_UN_Human_Development_Report_Quartiles.svg– 

12/01/2013 

4.9. 5.3. Questions, tasks 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Index_%28economics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_development_%28humanity%29
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/2013_UN_Human_Development_Report_Quartiles.svg
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1. Draw the process, which resulted the globalisation of global economy! 

2. What does centrum-periphery relation mean in the aspect of global economy? 

3. Compare the developed and developing countries! 

6.  Concept of international migration, its effects, main trends 

4.10. 6.1. Content 

The conceptual system of the international migration; the history of migration; effects of migration; new 

migration. 

4.11. 6.2. Review of the curriculum 

The conceptual system of the international migration 

Migration means the moving or wandering of population, which consists of different dimensions. There is 

international (extern) and internal (intern) migration. Internal migration means the moving of population within 

a certain country (e. g. from villages to towns or migration between regions) International migration means that 

two different states are concerned in the migration, so there is a „sender” and a „receiver” state (Cseresnyés, F. 

1996). 

Another kind of subdivision is the reason of migration. Forced emigration means that the decision is caused by 

war, natural disaster or political, religion or national persecution. Voluntary migration is usually because of 

economic decisions (for example labour or educational reasons). It is not always easy to delimit these two 

categories, because the individual reasons can mix with exterior forces in the individual decisions (Cseresnyés, 

F. 1996). 

Legally is important whether the migration is legal or illegal. Legal migration means that the individuals have 

the necessary documents for going to another state, but they are in lack of them when illegal migration. This one 

means desertion or human trafficking (Szűcs lászlóné, 2008). 

The question of legal or illegal migration is concerned to the fact that each state can terminate the conditions 

that allow foreigners to enter or stay within the borders and the conditions of forcing them to leave (Bruhács J. 

1999). 

The legal ruling of international migration shows stratification: there are international, European and internal 

legal acts dealing with the different aspects of migration.[36] 

(http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/htmls/cikkek.html?articleID=28). 

A. Zoleberg defined four periods during the human world migration. The first one is the age of mercantilism, 

where the slave trade worked as the engine of the migration. The free migration introduced by the industrial 

revolution is told to be the second step, and the third one is the mass migration caused by the development of 

traffic. The migration pressure of today is dated from the end of Cold War is the fourth step of the process.[37] 

After the Millennium, migration became an important problem both for international and national policies. 

There is a multidirectional migration in Europe to be observed – not only from the Central and Eastern Europe 

to the Western Centre of the continent, but almost from all backward and conflicted areas to the West alluring 

with better living conditions, social and economic possibilities. Of course the internal migration is getting more 

powerful – not having the measure which not conflicts the innovative flexibility of the European model yet but 

slowly questioning them (Table 6.1.). 

Table 6.1. Migration in European countries between 2001-2010 by person 
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Source: http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 

The new economy of migration derives the migration decisions not from the individuals but form communities 

like the family or the household. It does not find the difference between wages as a good explanation, and the 

benefits and the disadvantages of migration and staying home to be compared to each other. The governmental 

policy is told to be the reason of differentiated migration effects. The theory of dual labour force market says 

that the key factor is the labour demand of the receiver country and not the supply of the sender country. 

According to the theory, the work force recruitment is more important than the offer of wages concerning the 

methods. Since there is a structural duplication in the labour force market. The levels of wages are getting 

simultaneously duplicate as well. 

The governmental policies like the labour and tax policy do not influence migration decisions by all means. The 

policies can form the reasons and consequences of migration if they threat the social, economic, political, legal 

and cultural relations in their global complexity[38] (Figure 6.1). 

http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533
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Figure 6.1 Factors influencing migration 

Source: http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 

  

The migrant person or group of persons moves from one geographical unit to another crossing an administrative 

or political border in order to settle down there temporary or permanently. The border can be within a country 

which means internal migration, or can be between countries which are called international migration. In the 

view of the countries leaving a country is called emigration and the migrant person is called emigrant. When 

entering the country it is called immigration and the person is an immigrant. 

When measuring the migration it is important to distinguish gross and net migration. Gross migration shows the 

total entering and leaving of a certain country. However, the net migration number shows the difference 

between entering and leaving, which is more complex since the reasons of the migration (work, learning, 

medical treatment, family union, business affairs) are to be examine (Figure 6.2). 

 

Figure 6.2 The migrant 

Source:  http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 

http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533
http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
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The countries have different names relating to the section of migration which they are connected to. The country 

where the migrant leaves is called origin or sender country, while the country where the migrant arrives is 

named as target or receiver country. The international migrant way mostly do not connect neighbour countries 

but they go through more countries or even continents, so obviously there are other states between the sender 

and the receiving country. Some of them is called transit country since the migrants spend days or even years 

there before leaving it. Finally all countries which are concerned in one‟s migration are called third countries 

which sometimes can be a transit country as well (Figure6.3.). 

 

Figure 6.3 The country in the process of migration 

Source:  http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 

Migrants can be characterized by the aim of the migration (Figure 6.4). 

 

Figure 6.4: Aim of migration 

Source:  http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 

  

The history of migration 

People wander from the beginning of history due to different reasons and intentions. The planned and 

„spontaneous” migration could have different reasons, for example economic factors, hope of getting better 

http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
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living conditions, natural disaster, epidemic, war, persecution or overpopulation Besides that, the aims are very 

different, starting from slave trade stimulated by the wish of wealth of the ruling nations, ended by the guest 

worker programs introduced by the developed countries to strengthen their economy. The period after the World 

War II gave such new elements, ways and migration patterns to the European history of migration that effect 

nowadays as well. 

This historical review is to show that there are different factors that influence the relationship between the 

migrants and the receiver countries, and there are complex methods behind election campaigns, racist remarks 

or demographical meanings[39] (Table 6.2). 

Table 6.2 History of European migration 
 

Historical periods Dominant migration tendency Direction of migration 

  

1945–1973 economic migration Northwestern Europe from South 

and East 

1973–1988 family union Whole Western Europe, opposite 

directions 

1988–1998 refugees and asylum seekers Whole Western Europe from East to 

West 

1999–today regulated migration EU from East and South 

Source:  http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 

  

  

Effects of migration 

From the view of labour policy, migration cannot be described neither as a harmful pressure to the labour force 

market of the receiver country nor as a human resource vacuum by the sender countries. The international 

migration contributed to the economic growth and the rising of the wealth both in the sender and receiver 

countries. The ILO (International Labour Organization) discovered the rising of the competitiveness of the 

developed countries because of the immigration of the high-qualified labour force, while the trained and 

laboured workers gave good resources for the industrializing countries[40] (Table 6.3). 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
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Table 6.3 Advantages/disadvantages of migration for the sender and receiver countries 

 

Source: http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 

The substitute possibility of inland labour force by migrants has key importance according to the change of 

unemployment, wages and wage-flexibility. In case when migrants are supplementary for inland work force, the 

growing migration results higher productiveness and wages. In the European, mostly Western countries, the 

lower-qualified migrant work force supplementing inland high-qualified work force has advantages for the 

receiver. Moreover, it causes growing demand for the local goods and services which supports the whole 

national economy (Table 6.4). 
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Table 6.4. Employment rates for the local and migrant population having low, middle or high level of 

qualification in the year of 2007 
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Source: http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 

As it can be seen relating to globalization, there are winners and losers here, too. The winners are the high-

qualified inland workers and capitalists, the losers are the low-qualified „native” workers who suffer reduce of 

payment. If the migrants work between legal frames, the tax paid by them are good for the welfare 

institutes.[41] 

The opinion about immigrants could be negative or positive in the aspect of host society. The following things 

generally support the positive attitude: multicultural policy, developed, knowing and respecting human rights 

civic culture, handling the cultural diversity as value, tolerance toward refugees, in addition the labour market 

advantages, since immigrants work for less money, they have lower demand on  work conditions, moreover they 

have less rights. However negative opinion about immigrants is even general. Immigrants having different 

http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533
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culture, language, and skin-colour have not forced to the unilateral adaptation since the 1970‟s, they try to serve 

their origin culture, ethnic identity in their own family and even closer communities.   

Their social integration could not be successful in all cases, since immigrants were not sometimes ready to give 

up their community customs – which differs many times significantly from the customs of mainstream society – 

and because of the evolving and even increasing nationalist feelings of the mainstream society.  Nowadays the 

immigrant policies of receiving countries are more sensitive for the demands of citizens, who opposed even 

strongly the immigration. This sensitivity is indicated by that the question of immigration is even often the 

theme of election campaigns, because even more citizens feel, that immigrants have a direct impact on their 

everyday life, in the field of work,social services and public safety. Xenophobia is arousing extreme thoughts 

among the host society, which aims the exclusion of immigrants. It could be performed by legal tools through 

deportation or expulsion[42] (Figure 6.5). 

 

Figure 6.5 Opinion about immigrants in the aspect of host society 

Source:  http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 

  

New migration 

Large receiver countries like USA or France try to find progressive solutions for the phenomenon among 

national competence, which are favourable for citizens and immigrants at the same time. A lot of regional and 

global take-off were experienced in this multi-level puzzle, from which the high-level discussion held by the UN 

is to be emphasized, which started the common thought about the interpretation and usage of the connection 

between migration and development. 

At the same time we can experience that the political, economic and other conflicts and crises of humanity 

overwrite the ideas of solution, strengthen the distrust and real or imaginary fears obstructing the agreement. 

The crises caused by social or natural causes often put the international system of solidarity and cooperation on 

the proof, enlightening the political roots and the different political interests concerning international migration. 

The international economic and monetary crisis and its consequences started in 2008 force the governments and 

researchers to face the changes and new phenomenon. 

In the last half century no big migration growth could be experienced, the rates were moving about 3% and 

facing the public opinion the distribution is quite balanced between the developed and the developing countries. 

The change of sexes concerning global migration tendencies can be interpreted as a sign of female equality, 

although there are still significant differences between regions and societies. While some people would discover 

http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
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the migration fullness and tiredness by the aging nations, deep analyses show that the same reactions can be 

experienced in the developing countries attracting the migrants (fear of losing jobs, reducing wages etc.).The 

research and treatment of this phenomenon appears in all three (national, regional, supranational) levels. 

According to the data covering all states of the world the biggest growth can be experienced by the numbers of 

the migrants living in developed countries: there is a growth of 50% (+45 million) between 1990 and 2010, and 

the rate of migrants grew from 7,2% to about 10% among the local inhabitants. The same times there is a grow 

of 18% (13 million) by the developing countries which covers 1,5% of the inhabitants. It is even lower by the 

less developed countries, only 1,3%. 

However more and more analysts say that the migration between the developed countries is underestimated or 

there is lack of reliable data. There are six European (France, Germany, Russia, Spain, Ukraine) from the ten 

countries having the most inhabitants who were born abroad, the first one is the USA, and there is Canada, 

Saudi Arabia and India on the list. According to that 57% of the migrants live in the high-income countries and 

give 10% of their inhabitants. These rates were 43% and 7,2%/ in 1990. 

Even more analysts note, that migration between developing countries are probably underestimated or the 

reliable data are missing. Six countries are European (French, Germany, Russia, Spain, Ukraine) from countries 

having the ten highest rates of foreign births; the USA stands in the first place, Canada, Saud-Arabia and India 

appear in the list. According to data 57 % of world international migrants lives in the high-income countries, 

they amount to the 10 % of local population. These proportions reached only the 43 % and 7,2 % in 1990. 

Against the general belief the developing countries‟ migration between themselves expands larger scales, than 

migration from developing to developed OECD countries. The Gulf countries have received a large amount of 

developing country immigrants. 

According to available data the largest migration corridor can be found between the USA and Mexico. It is 

followed by the Russian-Ukraine and India-Bangladesh border – in some cases people got into this status 

without physical migration, but as the movement of international border. Little countries stand in the first place 

due to the emigration of qualified labour (for example the emigration of physicist of Grenada, Dominica, Cape 

Verde Islands, Fiji and Liberia). 

The concentration of immigrants – in absolute numbers – is the highest in Europe; Europe is followed by Asia 

and North America. The proportion of immigrants compared to population is the highest in the Middle-East 

Arabic countries, Pacific countries, North America and Europe. In the last two decades the number of 

international migrants increased with 80 % in North America and with 41 % in Europe. According to the 

estimate of UN Latin-America (together with Caribbean) and Asia lost one million people annual due to 

emigration. According to statistics the majority of international migration is a neighbourhood question, since the 

majority of emigrants travels to the nearby countries, for instance from Indonesia to Malaysia, from Mexico to 

USA, etc.[43] 

Immigrants from Latin-America decreased with 38 % in the last years in Spain. Report about migration trends 

published that number of foreign was 860 000 between 2005 and 2007, this number declined into 550 000 in the 

period of 2008-2010. Number of legal migrants decreased with 4% in the USA, but this number is even higher 

in case of illegal migrants. During the number of South Americans increased with 14 % in other countries of 

Europe, and the other countries f OECD with 8 %.  

Transfers (which used to reach the 61 billion $) into Latin-American countries decreased the effects of crisis of 

2008. These state revenues cover the 10-20 % of GDP of Central-American and Caribbean countries.  Majority 

of migration is carried out among regions in Latin-America, since economy of several countries has been 

strengthened since 2010.  The most popular countries among immigrants are the followings Belize (15%), 

Barbados (10.9%), Costa Rica (8%), Argentina, Panama and Dominican Republic (4%)[44] (Figure 6.6). 
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Figure 6.6 “Changing lines” –main destinations of Latin-American migrants in 2010 

Source: http://kitekinto.hu/latin-amerika/2013/01/27/latin-amerika_uj_migracios_trendek/#.Uqg9qOUZBBk – 

02/10/2013 

Climate migration came into view as new phenomenon, since a climate refugee is a person, if he was forced to 

leave his home due to natural disasters caused by climate change. Growing aridity, desertification, sea-level rise, 

and further extreme weather cases (for example hurricanes, cyclones, fires and floods) contribute the continuous 

and dramatically increasing of climate migrants.  Consequently the Pentagon recognizes the climate change as 

national safety risk, in addition the relating global migration and different border conflicts are not taboo topics. 

Relating to the phenomenon the main points are controversial among the UN (United Nations), even migration 

caused by environment is doubtful in their report until there will not be consensus in the professional circles. 

The disagreement of definition – even the lack of it – leads to that the definition is used as environmental 

migrants, the use of expression climate refugees is considered legally incorrect; it is necessary to avoid the 

misleading terminology in the future.  According to estimates number of refugees due to climate changes will 

probably exceed the 150 million to 2050.[45] 

4.12. 6.3. Questions, tasks 

1. What is migration? 

2. What kind of migration does exist? List the main concepts relating to migration!  

3. What kind of effect does migration have? 

4. Characterize today migration processes! 

5. 7. Regional characterics of international migration 

5.1. 7.1. Content 

The role of Europe, America, Australia, Africa and Asia in the international migration theirs determinant 

migration processes; the most significant countries of origin and receiving countries. 

  

  

5.2. 7.2. Review of the curriculum 

http://kitekinto.hu/latin-amerika/2013/01/27/latin-amerika_uj_migracios_trendek/#.Uqg9qOUZBBk
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There are several literatures relating to the phenomenon of international migration; different theories, ideas and 

models help to understand the theme. Despite of the difficulties of statistical registration there are available even 

accurate estimates to interpret this global challenge, and to consider the similar and different characteristics of 

the continents, regions and countries (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

The role of Europe, America, Australia, Africa and Asia in the international migration; theirs 

determinant migration processes – with special focus on Europe 

Before analysing the determinant migration processes of the continents, it is worth to overview the continental 

distribution of international migration (Table 7.1). According to United Nations data[46] the estimated number of 

international migration reached the 214 million in the middle of 2010, which shows an approximately 10% 

increase comparing to the year of 2005 (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). The role of different continents in international 

migration will be demonstrated one by one (per continent). 

Table 7.1 Continental distribution of international migration 
 

Number of international migration, 1990-2010 (million) 

Year Worl

d 
Afric

a 
Asia Europ

e 
North-

Americ

a 

Lati

n-

Ame

rica 

Ocea

nia 

1990 155,5 15,9 50,8 49,4 27,7 7,1 4,4 

1995 165,9 17,9 48,7 54,7 33,6 6,2 4,7 

2000 178,5 17,1 51,9 57,6 40,4 6,5 5 

2005 195,2 17,7 55,1 64,4 45,6 6,8 5,5 

2010 213,9 19,3 61,3 69,8 50,0 7,5 6 

Source: Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2008 Revision, United Nations, Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs/Population Division (2009) (according to Pólyi, Cs. 2011) 

  

Determinant migration processes of Europe 

  

More, than 50 million European people emigrated to North- and South-America, Australia, New-Zealand and 

South-Africa between 1815 and 1930 due to economic and political reasons. The ethno-national, religious and 

political factors of migration (forced displacement, ethnic cleansing, war conflicts) intensified after the First 

World War. The ethnic migration is one of the most important parts of the migration trends of twentieth century, 

which was multiplied by the economic and political factors (Erdei, N. – Tuka, Á. 2011). 

Europe can be characterized with notable migration through the period between the Second World War and 

today. Movements towards the Northern- and Western-countries were primarily typical from the southern and 

peripheral areas until 1990 and from east after breaking the socialist block. Table 7.2 presents the historical 

periods of European migration (Koller, I. Zs. 2011). 

Today‟s greatest receiving countries were the key actors of international migration until the Second World War, 

but primarily they took part in international migration as countries of origin. The middle of twentieth century 

was an important mile stone for Europe in the aspect of migration: mass migration was begun in the western part 

of Europe after 1945 due to the guest worker programs and independence for colonies. Launching the guest 

worker programs can be interpreted as concomitants of labour shortages, which accompanied the European 

reconstruction, while large-scale migration was motivated by crisis phenomenon of decolonization processes, 
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generous immigration attitudes toward the residents of former colonies of homes countries (obtaining 

citizenship). 12 million immigrants lived in Western-Europe in the beginning of 1970‟s (Shierup, C. et al. 

2006). 

This dynamic period of migration was put an end by economic crisis of 1970‟s, since then the reduction of 

immigration into Europe could be noted, later the changes of the beginning of 1990‟s, but first of all the end of 

cold war has brought a new period. The political and economic transformation of former socialist countries, the 

ethnic conflicts and civil wars accompanying the end of cold war, in addition the overgrowing natural disasters 

contribute together to the increase of international migration, which concerned Western-Europe directly due to 

its geographical situation. Consequently the politicization of migration issues has begun in the 1990‟s; initially 

the social integration of migrants having distinct cultural background (compared to western population) came 

into view, than the fight against illegal migration (as a consequence of the stricter immigration policies) 

(Lehoczki, B. 2011). 

Table 7.2 Historical periods of European  migration 
 

Historical periods Dominant migration tendency Main directions of migration 

1945-1973 economic immigration Northern-,Western-Europe from South 

and East 

1973-1988 family unification Whole Western-Europe, 

opposite directions 

1988-1998 refuges and asylum seekers Whole Western-Europe, 

from East to West 

1999-present days regulated migration the European Union from East and 

South 

Source:Koller I. Zs. 2011, 233. p. 

In period of socialism the Central-European countries had greater freedom compared to the Soviet Union. 

Essentially they formed a buffer zone between the eastern and western part of Europe. Many Central-European 

countries have been playing the act of transit corridor after collapse of socialism and termination of Iron Wall; 

despite the majority of them are nowadays the members of the EU (Molodikova, I. 2007). 

The migration systems of EU and CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) form the migration flow in the 

turn of twentieth and  twenty-first century: the EU with the „old members” as core and the CIS, where Russia in 

the centre. Migration systems among different socialist republics were progressively deteriorating after 

disintegration of Soviet Union during 1990‟s. Russia has remained the centre of attraction in the post-Soviet 

space for most states. 80 % of former Soviet Union‟s migration carries out among the boarders of CIS; in 

addition 50 % of international migrants of CIS emigrate to Russia (Molodikova, I. 2009). 

Besides the interest of establishing in Denmark, Italy and Greece has increased in the last two decade, in 

addition the residential composition of big cities has transformed significantly. Nowadays more than one fourth 

part of the population of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Marseille consist of foreign-born and/or ethnic minorities and 

theirs rate will probably exceed the 50% in 2020 (Liddle, R. – Lerais F. 2007). 

Receiving countries of EU can be classified into three categories: members of first group are the traditional 

receiving countries, which are connected to their colonies due to their historical background (United Kingdom, 

French, Netherland, and Belgium). States of second group could be characterized with mass economic 

immigration after the Second World War (Germany – former Federal Republic of Germany – Switzerland, 

Austria and the Scandinavian countries). Members of third group are the so-called “new immigrant states” 

(Bauer, T. K. et al. 2001), Ireland, Spain, Italy, which were previously traditional countries of origin. Finally the 

majority of joined former socialist countries (Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Slovenia) belong to the 

members of transit countries, since several thousands of immigrants arrive to the territory of these countries 
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from a third country per years, but they continue to migrate into the Western countries of Europe within a few 

months (Koller, I. Zs. 2011). 

Analysing the migration situation of Europe we can establish, that Western-Europe and Central-Europe 

concentrate more than two-thirds of the immigrants of the region, it means 31 million people. Germany (7,2 

million), Spain (5,6 million), United Kingdom (4,3 million), Italy (1,4 million) and French (3,7 million) are the 

most significant receiving countries. The rate of immigrants per whole population continued to increase in most 

countries, but extreme outliers can be detected only in Luxembourg (43 %) and Switzerland (23 %) [47] (Pólyi, Cs. 

2011). 

In the context of European values even positive processes exploded North-Africa in the spring of 2011. Through 

Arabian „revolutions” the residents rebelled against the leaders of authoritarian political systems: insurgent tried 

to take over power peacefully or as civil war in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Syria. 400 000[48]  people were forced 

to leave their homes in the developing precarious situation and many of them wanted to get to Europe. This 

challenge concussed the Schengen system considered as the fundamental value of EU, since more than 25 000 

refugees arrived into the coasts of Italy and Malta in a few weeks [49] (Erdei, N. – Tuka, Á. 2011). 

Determinant migration processes of America 

  

According to the data of International Migration Organisation[50] the numbers of immigrants increased from 47 

million to 57,5 million in ten years in the American continent, which means the 27 % of the international 

migration, mainly the result of migration within the region. In total North-America accepts 50 million 

immigrants from the 57,5 million immigrants of the whole continent. 7,2 million immigrants lived in Canada in 

2010, which means the 21 % of the total population (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

Number of immigrants increased from 6,6 million to 7,5 million in ten years in the countries of Latin-America 

and Caribbean. The main receiving countries are the following: Argentina (1,4 million), Venezuela (1 million) 

and Mexico, where a significant part of  Central and South American transit migration (to the USA) remains. 

The receiving role of Paraguay (mainly Brazilian farmers) decreased, while the role of Ecuador increased 

notable due to the Colombian guerrilla movement.Argentina, Spain, Venezuela and Canada (after the USA) are 

the main emigration destinations of the region(Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

11 million migration losses can be accounted in the countries of Latin-America and Caribbean in the last 10 

years: Mexico, Columbia, Cuba, Salvador, Brazil and Haiti a can be characterized by most significant 

emigration. According to the data of 2007 Mexico lost more than 10 % of its population (more than 10 million 

people) due to emigration. Netherlands Antilles and Virgin Islands (belonging to USA) have the highest values 

related to population ratio (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

The USA recognized in the 1960‟s that the performed resettlement has positive effects, moreover they can be 

controlled, even has to be controlled. Since then we do not speak about migration and policy, but resource use 

policy. The immigration of USA based on preferences and planned, number and type of immigrants are years in 

advance defined. For this purpose pro-migration politics is performed (Fentor-Majer, A. 2008). 

One of the largest migration corridors is between Mexico and USA, which is the place of the largest illegal 

migration (Figure 7.1). The main direction of their European immigration is Spain, where 38 % of immigration 

happened in 2007; but it decreased into its third-half as a result of criris. Specificity of Brazil is that the one-fifth 

part of emigrates live in Japan, mostly they are descendants of Japanese who emigrated to Brazil in the 

beginning of last century (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 
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Figure 7.1 Top migration corridors 

Source: Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, 6. p. 

The USA has the largest illegal migration (L. Rédei M. 2010). The highest number of illegal migrants is 

detected in California, Nevada, Arizona, and Texas (Figure 2). In case of their origin we can establish, that the 

majority of them comes from Mexico and the countries of Latin-America. 

Canada considers migration as possible external resource long ago. In the last century Repopulation were 

considered as the most important thing in the previous century, but in the last years employment-based 

admission – fitting to the exceptions of labour market expectations – has strengthened (L. Rédei M. 2010). 

Canada performs education and employment based acceptance and carries out continuous supply and demand 

analysis and  consistent jurisdictions (Fentor-Majer, A. 2008). 

 

Figure 7.2 Spatial distribution of illegal migration in the USA (in the proportion of population, 

2005/2006) 

 Source:http://www15.uta.fi/FAST/US2/REF/MAPS/ill-immi.html – 12/02/2013 

  

Determinant migration processes of Australia 

http://www15.uta.fi/FAST/US2/REF/MAPS/ill-immi.html
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The first notable migration wave to Australia was in the years of 1820, when English and Irish settlers arrived. 

Thereafter the decade of gold rush (1850–1860) meant the next population explosion. Approximately 50 000 

people arrived per year, the first non-Anglo-Saxon immigrants appeared (Japanese, Chinese). At the time of 

gaining the independence the population number was 3,7 million.The period between1901 and 1945 were 

characterized with high internal and external growth. This proportion changed between 1946 and 1960 – there 

were years, when the net migration exceeded the number of births. The rate of births and immigration 

willingness seemed to be stabilized in the 1960‟s and 1980‟s. The economic crisis of 1970‟s and the recession of 

turn of 1980‟s and 1990‟s influenced significantly the indicators of migration. The number of net migration and 

births has started converging since the middle of 1990‟s (Tolnai, Á. 2008). 

Australia and New-Zealand are traditionally host nations, where the rate of immigrants to population reaches the 

22% (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). Australia, as one of the large receiving countries has conscious admission practices. The 

proportion of foreign-born population is growing. Besides the dominance of family reunification migration, the 

labour migration has become typical. The temporary migration of qualified labour shows, that migration plays 

an active role in globalisation. The previous establishment-oriented country supports even more temporary stay 

and immigration of labour in the following sectors: informatics, communication technology, health and 

education (L. Rédei, M. 2005). 

Australia has two, separately managed immigration programs: Immigration Program (with family, professional 

and special categories) and the Humanitarian Program. Both the family reunification and professional program 

were contributed by the immigrants of UK. 55 % of the immigrants (12 481) arrived from this area (L. Rédei, 

M. 2005). 

Most of the South-East Asian immigrants arrived from the Philippines and Vietnam in the frame of family 

reunification. Profession immigration was significant in case of immigrants of Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

Philippines. China is the most important country of origin in both categories, and Taiwan in the professional 

category. The majority of professional immigrations in South-Asia come from people of India. The majority of 

professional immigrants in case of Africa come from the Republic of South-Africa (L. Rédei, M. 2005). 

Australia plays a „country of origin” role in the nowadays international migration fitting to the trends of 

international migration as well. Net profit can be detected for Australia if we compare the number of out-flow 

and the in-flow qualified labour, also we can speak about „brain gain”. The UK, the USA and the states of 

Europe belong to the most frequented destination countries in case of permanent and temporary Australian 

emigrants (L. Rédei, M. 2005). 

Role of Africa in the international migration 

The role of Africa in the international migration is relatively low. The continent attracts few immigrants; the 

migration willingness of residents is similar low. This is the situation despite of the fact, that young and low-

skilled population is reproduced yearly, and the continent is not able to provide appropriate quality standard of 

living (Urbán, F. 2011). 

Africa‟s countries can be characterized with internal migration; the only exception is North-Africa, where there 

are migrants, who want to reach Europe. 19 million migrants lived in Africa in 2010 (according to estimates), 

which means 1,5 million growth comparing to the data of 2005. According to the opinion of experts this is an 

underestimated data due to the unreliability and poorness of African statistics. Algeria, Burkina Faso, Mali, 

Morocco and Nigeria belong to the most significant countries of origin. Due to the different social conflicts and 

natural disasters the forced migration is typical (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

3 % of the African population can be considered as migrant, which fits to the world mean. The migration 

pressure (through the continent) will increase, it is possible, and that Africa exceeds Asia and Latin-America in 

this field. Today about 140 million African origin people lives around the world, the majority of them in the 

western part of the world. They got from Africa mainly through the slave trade, they have lived far from their 

former homes for several generations, consequently their connection to their home land are loosened(Búr, G. – 

Tarrósy, I. 2011). 

More, than 70 % of migration happens within the region in West-Africa, while in the southern part of Africa this 

rate is a little bit lower, although here is one real destination, the Republic of South Africa.  The main directions 

of African migrations are the following: French (9%), Ivory Coast (8%), South Africa (6%), Saudi Arabia (5%), 

and the USA and UK (4-4%)[51]. The former home countries have generated a strong pull effect on the ex-
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colonies as well in the aspect of migration. At the same time newer destinations, the Middle-East, North-Africa 

have an even important role (Búr, G. – Tarrósy, I. 2011). 

Analysing the regional involvement of migration, we can establish, that South-Africa and Central-Africa have 

the smallest part in the international migration processes. Considering the African regions it is visible, that 

migration deficit is typical in the majority of regions, East-Africa can be characterized only with migration gain. 

The international migration affects the least the South-African and West-African regions, both of these regions 

can be characterized with emigration, but the Central-African region can be characterized with the greatest 

migration (Urbán, F. 2011). 

The pull factors of migration remain particularly strong in Africa beside the push factors generated by the 

developed world; the mentioned quick demographic growth and the shortage of workplaces determine the 

forced migration. The population number of the continent was 814 million in 2000, in 2009 it exceeded the 1 

billion, according to the demographic forecast of UN it will exceed the 1,5 billion in 2030, and will be close to 2 

billion in the middle of the century[52] (Búr, G. – Tarrósy, I. 2011). 

According to the World Migration Report, 2005 Keserű, D. – Radics, M. P. (2011) determined the main 

characteristics of Africa‟s migration as the following: 

-       One of the main motive forces of migration in the continent is to reduce the disadvantages of ecological 

and economic problems. 

-       The differences between regions orient migrants into more stable regions. 

-       The proportion of population travelling through North-Africa increases, the majority of them try to get into 

Europe. 

-       The magnitude of irregular migration among migration increases, mainly because of stricter immigration 

legislation, but it is even typical for the migration within Africa. 

-       The proportion of qualified labour among migrants from Sub-Saharan countries is even larger. 

-       Feminization of migration is even typical, although women are even underrepresented among migrants. 

Determinant migration processes of Asia 

Asia has diverse culture, young age structure, which causes huge demographic pressure on the world.  Strong 

population growth had begun in the 1950‟s and 1960‟s, which twenty years later resulted the start of migration 

(Fentor-Majer, A. 2008). 

Asia gives home for the 13 % of international migration (it means 27,5 million people). At the same time four of 

the top 10 migration corridors can be found here: between Bangladesh and India (3,5 million migrants); between 

India and United Arab Emirates (2,2 million migrants); between Philippines and USA (2,6 million migrants), 

and between Afghanistan and Iran (1,6 million migrants). 10 million people emigrated from East-Asia; 6 million 

of them were Chinese. The most significant receiving countries are the following: USA (3 million), Japan (783 

000), Canada (775 000) and Australia (300 000). The South-East-Asian emigration increased to 14,3 million 

(from 13,8 million) in five years, mostly remained in the region (12,1 million). In absolute numbers China, 

Bangladesh and India belong to the largest countries of origin of the world. Pakistan (3,4 million) and 

the  Philippines (3,39 million) are large emigration countries, in the aspect of internal (region) and external 

migration as well .  Malaysia (2,4 million) and Singapore (2 million) are the largest receiving countries in the 

region [53] (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

The most important countries of origin and receiving countries 

  

The Migration and Remittances Factbook, 2011 provides detailed information in the theme of migration. 

According to Figure 3 we can establish, that there are more European state in the top 10 immigration countries 

(Germany, Spain and French). As long as we consider the rank by percentage of population, we can see a 

different picture (Figure7.4). 
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The USA is the first immigration country in the world, the number of immigrants was 42,8  million in 2010 (this 

is the 13,5 % of the population).  Its population number is less, than a 4,5 % of the world population number, 

but the one-fifth of immigrants live there (Pólyi, Cs. 2011). 

  

Figure 7.3-7.4 Top immigration countries (Figure 7.3 Number of immigrants, millions; Figure 7.4 

Percentage of population) 

Source: Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, pp. 1-2. 

It is worth to consider the other part of migration, the most significant countries of origin (Figures 7.5-7.6). 

  

Figure 7.5-7.6 Top emigration countries (Figure 7.5 Nmuber of emigrants, millions; Figure 7.6, 

Percentage of population) 

Source: Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011, pp. 3-4.) 

5.3. 7.3. Questions, tasks 

1. How could you characterize the continental distribution of international migration between 1990 and 2010? 

2. What kind of migration trends does characterize Europe? 

3. Which are the most significant immigration countries? 

4. Which are the most significant migration corridors? 

8. Problems of urbanising world I. 

5.4. 8.1. Content 

Stages of urbanism; urban explosion in the developing world; metropolises – megacities, conurbations – 

megalopolises; environmental problems of cities. 
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5.5. 8.2. Review of the curriculum 

Growth of urban population and economic development has a positive relationship. Process of urbanization 

performed through a relatively long time and concerned less people in the developed countries, than in today‟s 

developing countries.   Newer phenomenon of today world economy – for instance globalisation, challenges of 

new communication and technological revolution – contributed to these differences (Ricz, J. 2004). 

  

Stages of urbanism 

Population growth of cities is interpreted as urbanization many times, which is the part of urbanization, but it is 

more: it is a process, which involves the economic, social and cultural change as well.Urbanization is a complex 

process that always changes in the aspect of time and place; in addition it involves even more factors, than the 

statistical data could reflect (Cohen, B. 2004).  

Urbanization has got a qualitative and quantitative side. In the aspect of quantity urbanization means the growth 

of a settlement‟s population during a relatively short time.  People move from the little settlements to large 

settlements, consequently the population number of these large settlements increases rapidly. This process 

contributed the development of city initially.  In the aspect of quality, urbanisation indicates qualitative change 

(Enyedi, Gy. 2011). The non-density built method will be even denser, the living density is growing, and multi-

storey high housing construction changes the single storey buildings (Fórián, S. 2007). 

The process of urbanization could be divided into four stages according to the spatial movement of population 

and work places and processes performed into the urban network: 1. urban explosion, 2. suburbanisation, 3. 

counterurbanisation and 4. reurbanisation (Enyedi, Gy. 2011; Kovács Z. 2002). It is worth to emphasize relating 

to the overview of stages, that the certain stages of city development cannot be separated strictly in space and 

time; more stages can be considered at the same time in a country (Kovács, Z. 2002). Before analysing the 

stages of urbanization it is worth to overview the change of rural and urban population number (Figure 8.1). 

 

Figure 8.1 The urban and rural population of the world, 1950-2030 

Source: http://economicobjectorvism.wordpress.com – 02/22/2013 

http://economicobjectorvism.wordpress.com/
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Stage 1 – Urban explosion 

The first stage of urbanisation can be characterized with rapid urban growth. It was related to industrial 

revolution. Population concentration, migration from rural to urban areas is the characteristics feature. Big cities 

are created. Modern urbanisation began in the turning of 18th-19th century in Western-Europe. Besides 

industrialisation the trade (colonization) was the incentive of this urban growth period(Fórián, S. 2007). 

Urban population increased rapidly, which derived from the migration from rural to urban areas. Consequently 

the size and spread of cities dramatically increased. The agricultural revolution was the precondition of this 

process:  breeds and intensive farming resulted yield growth, which made one part of agricultural labour 

unnecessary. Consequently the emerging manufacturing industry gained significant labour source: migration of 

this labour to urban areas became powerful (Enyedi, Gy. 2011). 

The urban explosion (industrial revolution) occurred in a developed, civilized urban network, and spread into its 

depth; it affected the middle cities as well. The notable urban growth – for instance the growth of London or 

Paris – occurred in cities, where the following functions were concentrated: significant manufacture (it was 

attractive for labours), commercial and financial functions, capital nation-state administrative functions and 

mainly colonial empire administration functions. This classic type of urban explosion has not appeared later 

again in the same form. The urban explosion of Western-Europe was followed by the North-American and 

Eastern-Central-European with 100 years late. The urban explosion started in Eastern-, Central- and Southern-

Europe and in North-America at the same time; but it performed slowly, the complete transformation of urban 

network did not happen. The modern urbanisation in the developing countries carried out only after the Second 

World War, after obtaining their independence (Enyedi, Gy. 2011). 

  

  

  

  

Stage 2 – suburbanisation 

The continuous growth of cities was broken primarily in the USA in 1930‟s, when young families with small 

children left cities mass, and moved to the close suburban zones. Today suburbanisation is interpreted in a wider 

scale than the moving out of population to the   surrounding municipalities, it involves the moving out of work 

places and different urban functions as well. Accordingly three time of suburbanisation can be distinguished: 

population, industrial and service sector suburbanisation. The development of transport infrastructure was the 

essential precondition of suburbanization, which made the mass commuting realizable (Kovács, Z. 2002).  

Enyedi, Gy. (2011) does not agree with the name of suburbanisation, he thinks that this is only one of the 

characteristics of urban spatial processes. He characterizes this stage of urbanisation with relative 

deconcentration. This name covers the phenomena, that the urban growth was continued, but in a 

deconcentrated way, spatially dispersed. The geographical spread of this stage had a similar career to urban 

explosion:  firstly it appeared in the developed European, North-American countries, when the urban explosion 

began to subside; it met urban explosion in one part of growing economies and developing countries, 

consequently the depth urbanisation appeared only partly. The relative deconcentration stage began in the 

second part of the 19th century in Western-Europe (partly in Southern-Eastern- and Central-Europe): it lasted 

for 70–80 years in Europe, and finished in the 1960‟s. Not only the middle urban network (partly the little urban 

network) was become stronger in these decades,  but the urban civilization were spreading continuously in the 

rural areas – integration of rural and urban areas came forward. In North-America the migration from rural areas 

was even rare, the migration from abroad (mainly from Europe) was general (Enyedi, Gy. 2011). Notable 

difference can be established between the North-American and Western-European suburbanisation: while in the 

USA several sleeping cities were established at that time, in Europe the suburbanisation limited into the existing 

settlement network (suburban villages) (Kovács, Z. 2002). 

Stage 3 – counterurbanisation 

Counterurbanisation was specific mainly 1970‟s and 1980‟s in the most developed countries, the process were 

seemed to be reduced in the end of 1980‟s. Through the counterurbanisation the decline of big cities and high 

urbanised areas were carried out, while the rural areas having urban shortages developed. The reasons of 
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counterurbanisation were the following:  emergence of new transport and communication technologies, in 

addition the crowded metropolitan areas as domicile were even less popular, the rural life style were even 

favourable (Kovács, Z. 2002). 

By this time the urban growth stopped in the most developed countries, the weight of urban growth moved to 

rural areas. The civilisation level of villages and cities were equalized. The „city→village” movement changes 

the „village→city” movement, which were typical in the first stage.  First signs of process were shown in the 

UK – for example the population of London and several industrial cities decreased between 1950 and 1960 – but 

it was considered as an individual British phenomenon, as the result of losing the colonial empire. It was 

doubtless in the 1970‟s, that the previous urban forecasts – which forecasted increase – have to be reviewed 

(Enyedi, Gy. 2011). 

Counterurbanisation stage unfolded in North-America, but soon spread into the developed Europe. The 

significance of industry decreased in the urban employment: multi-settled enterprises were spread, which 

located in rural areas as well. The new roles and renewed dynamism of rural areas provided the other 

explanation of counterurbanisation: rural tourism, environment protection, non-material value searching of 

wider middle-class, demand on hand-made products could give a new dynamism to the rural areas (at least for 

one part of them). 

  

Stage 4 – reurbanization 

The stage 4 could be characterized with the following: revitalization of city centres, modernisation of residential 

areas connected to centrum and increasing population number in city centrums (Fórián, S. 2007). Enyedi, Gy. 

(2011) characterizes the fourth stage of urbanisation as the urbanisation of globalised world. 

Researchers noted in the second part of 1980‟s, that population decline of certain cities stopped, moreover 

increase could be detected somewhere.  This phenomena correlate with city rehabilitation, the improvement of 

environmental conditions, the conscious application of city marketing, and the general renaissance of urban 

being (Kovács, Z. 2002). 

If we see the map of urban population ratio, we can establish that notable differences could be detected in the 

countries of the world. Figure 8.2 shows, that this proportion is the lowest in Africa. 

 

Figure 8.2 Urban population as a % of total population, 2007-2008 

Source:www.commons.wikimedia.org – 02/22/2013 

Urban explosion in developing world 

The urban increase of the developing countries is definitely a sign of crisis, a consequence of the rural crisis. 

The roots of the crisis are strong, in Africa the most typical ones are: the demolishment of the former self-

supporting economy by the introduction of the export plants of the colonial plantations; the agricultural 
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overpopulation, the overuse and the unfavorable environmental consequences (for example desertification) of 

the remaining agricultural lands for local demands. The population of the few cities consists of these migrants 

from the countryside, who are unnecessary for the modern economy. The rural economy is reorganized in the 

city: at least half of the employees work in the traditional craft industry working for local demand, in the 

wayfarer trade, in the home industry, the for micro-family enterprises (Enyedi Gy. 2009). 

According to the forecast up to 2030, the growth of the human population will be concentrated in the urban 

areas of the developing countries. This growth will appear mostly in the Asian and African cities but less in the 

Latin-American and Caribbean area (Figure 3),   since the urbanization tendencies were completed in these 

countries between 1950 and 2000 (Ricz, J. 2007). 

 

Figure 8.3  The world top 10 largest cities (urban agglomerations), 2013 

Source :  www.mapsofworld.com– 02/22/2013 

The developing countries started their process of modernization after the World War II when most of them lost 

their colonial status: the urban explosion was elementary, huge amount of rural people moved to the cities, 

which grow much bigger than the European and North American cities 100 years ago. The role of natural 

reproduction stayed important concerning the growth of the population. The economical path of the developing 

countries was divided into two parts of the last decades, and this made the mechanism of the urban growing 

different. In most countries – especially in the most populous part of the world, Southern and Eastern Asia – the 

urban growing was based upon fast economic growth (e. g. India, China, Taiwan), but there are countries in 

South America like Brazil and Mexico which are catching up fast. This group of countries is called „rising 

economies” – their urban growing is mostly due to industrialization, especially the industry moving here from 

developed countries (Enyedi, Gy. 2011). 

In the present group of developing countries – mainly African, partly Asian countries – the basis of the urban 

growing is the rural crisis and the overpopulation, the escape to the cities, where (in lack of proper economic 

development) there is no need for this workforce (Figure 8.4). The most developing countries are „one-citied”. 

The rural migrants move to one or two city, there is no modern urban network. In spite of the spectacular urban 

increase (14 of the 20 megapolises having more than 10 million inhabitants are situated in the catching up and 

developing countries) most of the population lives in the countryside (Enyedi, Gy. 2011). 

http://www.mapsofworld.com/
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Figure 8.4 Dynamic of urbanization in the different regional levels 

Source:UN Population Division (2011); World Urbanization Prospects: the 2009 Revision Population Database 

– esa.un.org/unpd/wup/index.htm– 02/22/2013 

Metropolises – megacities, conurbations – megalopolises 

The urban growth started in the 19th century and fastened further in the first part of 20 century: large population 

concentrations and large urban agglomerations were created. The growing process of cities and theirs 

environment is called as agglomeration. Not only the city, but the surrounding settlements are growing fast, the 

city has even active role in the supply of its environment, it spreads its public utility and transportation network 

to the surrounding settlements. Mono-centric (for example London, Paris, Budapest) and polycentric 

agglomerations (for example Randstadt urban ring in the Netherlands, a Ruhr-area) can be distinguished in the 

aspect of theirs construction. Particular settlement development process began in the beginning of the 20th 

century, when different types of high urbanised areas were evolved in the centrum regions (Figure 8.5) (Kovács, 

Z. 2002). According to Perger, É. (2006) the agglomerations are mainly divided by administrative boundaries, 

but at the same time unified   settlement groups by social, economic and functional-regional relations. 

 



   

 65  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Figure 8.5 The world’s largest urban agglomerations 

Source: www.imf.org– 02/22/2013 

A metropolis is a very large city or urban area, which is a significant economic, political and cultural centre for 

a country or a region, and an important hub for regional and international connections, commerce, and 

communications.[54] Different references mark different population minimum for the lower limit of metropolis. 

Types of urban areas defined by Kovács, Z. (2002) can be read in Table 8.1. 

Table 8.1 Types of urban areas 
 

Type Characteristic 

Agglomeration A complex that consists of a larger city and the inner settlements of the 

catchment area supplied by the city. 

Conurbanization 

  

Progressive concrescence of two or more larger cities and their 

agglomeration with more centers where each center keeps its functional 

role while completing each other; there are more sub-types of 

conurbanization like on-, two- or more-centered conurbanization. 

Megapolis The highly developed traffic and telecommunication system gives the inner 

converging power of a mega polis; they have a determinative role due to 

their places in world economy and international trade relations; Guttmann 

(1961) designated their minimal size in 25 million inhabitants and showed 

six mega polis: 1. The northern part of the East Coast in the USA 

(„Boswash”); 2. The Great Lakes Area (between Chicago and Detroit: 

„Chipitts”) 3. The Tokaido-Area in Japan (between Tokyo-Yokohama and 

Osaka-Kobe); 4. Middle England (between London, Birningham, 

Manchaster, Liverpool); 5. Western Europe (between Paris, Amsterdam, 

Ruhr-Area); 6. Sahghai Area, China. 

Okumenopolis (Common City) The definition was used by the Greek architect Doxies in 1968 for the first 

time concerning his opinion that for the end of the 21th century the whole 

world will be one connected. 

Source: Zs. Piskóti edition according to Kovács, Z. (2002) 

Some remarks have to be mentioned relating to megalopolises. According to another approach the merging of 

urban zones could be noted in the beginning of the 21th century in the more urbanised countries (in the USA 

and Japan), which cannot be appropriate described by the definition of megalopolis.  Megalopolis bonded strong 

along the transportation and business networks form megalopolises, which are limited by small urban zones - 

similar to megalopolises. Traditional megalopolises joint the surrounding small urban areas through their 

developed networks in a physical, social and economic sense, so finally they will be the parts of megalopolises 

as well (Csomós, Gy. – Kulcsár, B. 2011). Lang, R. E. and Dhavale, A. C. (2005) established, that „megapolitan 

areas” (Megapolitan Area) are even widespread in the 21 century; these consist of megalopolises and zones 

buffered themselves. Lang, R. E. and Dhavale, A. C. (2005) worded 10 fundamental criteria toward megapolitan 

areas, the most important are the following: at least two metropolitan areas are connected; they have at least 10 

million population, they consist of metropolitan and micropolitan areas; they cover similar physical 

environment; centrums standing in the centrum are connected by significant transportation infrastructure; they 

lay beyond the boundaries of USA. 

The blue banana zone is the largest and best known megalopolis in Europe. The megalopolis was identified by 

the DATAR (Délégation interministérielle à l‟aménagement du territoire et à l‟attractivité régionale) leaded by 

Roger Brunet French geographer[55]. His research team established that half of 165 leader cities of Europe are 

located in a single geographical zone (Csomós, Gy. – Kulcsár, B. 2011). 

Environmental problems of cities 
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The first definition to explain regarding to the environmental problems of the cities is the urbanization crisis. 

This is a complex phenomenon, which includes the economic and social ineffectiveness and problems caused by 

the urban overcrowdings. These ones have serious consequences booth short- and long term, and on micro and 

macro level as well. The excessive geographical concentration compared to the economic development causes 

the overcrowded infrastructure (not appropriate traffic and public service capacities and low-level services), 

environmental pollution, bad living conditions (housing, quality of human capital, medical circumstances), bad 

public security (criminality, violence) and the growing of the informal sector (Ricz, J. 2006). 

One of the problems of the urban growing is the situation about wild-grown districts. The rapidly increasing 

population gives a hard pressure to the existing housing stock of the cities. The oversized urban growing of the 

third world countries sometimes produces informal, so-called squatter settlements. These settlements founded 

without any control can be found mostly in the edge of the built-in territories of the cities, and consist of 

temporary shelters without any comfort built by the urban paupers.  They have different names in every country: 

they are called rancho or favella in Latin-America, bustee or kampong in Asia, bidonville or shantytown in 

Africa. According to the UN organizations, these informal cities are lived by 10-80 % of the urban population 

(Haggett, P. 2006; 258. p.). The megapolises of the developing countries can be characterized by these slums 

besides the fast and unequal growth and poverty. 

One characteristic of the urbanization is the large amount of population living in a quite small territory. The 

production, supply and consumption using natural resources come together with making and handling polluting 

materials (Fórián, S. 2007). Table 8.2 shows some potential problems concerning the cities. 

Table 8.2 One part of potential risk factors in cities 
 

  Risk 

Water withdrawal large amount of surface and ground water withdrawal from public 

wells 

Sewage producing large amount of sewage, common collection of residential 

and industrial sewage, lack of wastewater treatment 

Sewage desiccating and lagoons desiccating (dumped directly to the soil and ground-water, having high 

concentrate of organic material, nitrite and high risk of hygiene) large 

amount of sewage 

Utility wastewater treatment the clean wastewater burdens the surface water, the wastewater mud 

burdens the soil and the ground-water 

Municipal solid and liquid waste 

disposal 
the waste dumped in a controlled and well-isolated way to the 

adequate and well-prepared area has less risk concerning ground-

water, but older and not professionally dumped waste can cause 

dangerous materials to reach ground water 

Highways, road network, transport, 

storage of propellants, gas stations, 

etc 

  

Land cover most of the city soil is covered with tarmac, which changes the flow of 

water 

there is probably stronger leaking in the non-covered areas. 

the rainwater burdens the surface water through the canal network, and 

does not reach ground-water. 

the coverage of the surface can change the water and air conditions of 

the soil underneath, modifying the way and quality of ground-water. 
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Havarias, accidents there are more accidents and havarias because of intensive usage, 

polluting materials usually threaten the ground water 

puncture of underground barrels and tank cars, accidents of vehicles 

transporting dangerous materials, technological mistakes and accidents 

Source: Zs. Piskóti edition according to Fórián, S. 2007 

5.6. 8.3. Questions, tasks 

1. What kind of stages of urbanization could be divided? Characterize them briefly! 

2. Which are the largest agglomerations of the world? 

3. What is conurbation and megalopolis? 

4. What kind of environmental problems do cities face with? 

6. 9. Problems of urbanising world II. 

6.1. 9.1. Content 

Defining segregation, its indexes; slums and the process of forming ghettos, its spatial characteristics. 

  

  

6.2. 9.2. Review of the curriculum 

„Segregation is the spatial separation of different kind of groups of the urban society within the city. It is the 

phenomenon when the social distance between the different groups becomes spatial as well.” (Cséfalvay Z. 

1994, 255. p.). Its most important factors are the market relations (housing market, labour force market etc.), the 

mobility processes within the city, the social biases and the discrimination. The lowest and highest social classes 

are mostly to be described by the highest values of segregation. 

According to the researches, there is an important breaking point (the so-called Kipp-point) in the process of 

segregation, where a fast change can be experienced concerning two social group in the same urban district 

(Figure 9.1). 

 

Figure 9.1 The Kipp-effect 
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Source:Cséfalvay Z. 1994, 257. p. 

For measuring the segregation, the dissimilarity and the segregation index is used (Cséfalvay Z. 1994): 

·       The dissimilarity index measures the percent difference of the spatial spread of two social groups. It 

shows the discrepancy of the spatial spread of two groups comparing to the spread without segregation. The 

values are between 0 (absolutely segregation-free area) and 100 (total segregation). 

·       The segregation index measures the spatial difference rate of a chosen social group not to another but to 

all other groups. The value is between 0 and 100, too.. 

Ghettos are formed due to ethnical segregation. The word has an Italian origin, it originally meant the Jew 

quarters of the Middle-Age cities. In Northern America it became a closed urban territory for an ethnical group 

(like Afro-Americans or Latino immigrants) having an independent subculture. 

Ethnical segregation is specific mostly in the cities of the USA. It can be found usually in the architecturally and 

economically depreciating internal urban belt connecting to the central business district (CBD). 

The process of forming ghettos with its most important step can be studied in the Figure 9.2. 

 

Figure 9.2 Modell of forming ghettos 

Source:Cséfalvay Z. 1994, 260. p. 
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The spatial characteristics of segregation  (Figure 9.3 and 9.4) 

 

Figure 9.3 The proportion of urban population living in slums (2005) 

Source: National Geographic Special Issue Vol. 13., 2007. 
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Figure 9.4.: The proportion of the slum population within the whole urban population (%) (2008) 

Source: According toUN Habitat edit.: Pirisi G. http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch03.html – 

25/10/2011 

6.3. 9.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Define segregation! 

2. What kind of segregation indexes are there? 

3. Show the process of forming ghettos! 

4. Which spatial characteristics does segregation have? Tell some examples! 

7. 10. Human resources, human resource 
development – the role of human factors in the socio-
economic development 

7.1. 10.1. Content 

Definition of human resources; its role in socio-economic development (knowledge-based society, information 

society, the creative economy, R & D & I); human resources and regional development; regional factors 

affecting human resources. 

  

  

7.2. 10.2. Review of the curriculum 

The concept of human capital, and its economic importance 

In our globalizing world the economic significance of human resources are becoming more and more 

important. The first major research relateded to his issue started in the 20th century. 

Frederick Harbison and Charles A. Myers defined the development of human resources  as knowledge, 

expertise, and the increase of the performance of every member of society. " From an economic aspect, this can 

be described as the accumulation and efficient investment for the development of human capital in the 

economy. From a political perspective, the development of human resources qualifies people to take full 

responsibility in the participation in political life, and to become citizens of a democratic system. From a social 

and cultural point of view, the development of human resources in helping people to live fuller and richer lives 

... "(quoted in Polónyi I, 2002). The development of human resources is carried out in several ways: it includes 

public education, adult education, a variety of courses, self-study circles, the self-education, as well as nutrition 

and public health. 

  

According to Harbison and Myers, development of human resources indicates much more clearly and reliably 

the modernization, than any other method of measurement. This development is a necessary condition for the 

development of social, political, cultural, economic growth, but it is not enough. The human investment will 

only lead to continued economic growth when physical capital investment in productive enterprises is 

accompanied by (I Polónyi 2002). 

Approaches dealing with the economic role of human resources can be classified to three major approaches: 

-        One group is the human capital theory, which believes that the accumulation of human capital will 

balance for the individual and national economic. 

http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch03.html
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-        The other theory is the screening theory, according to that it is not used to increase the productivity  , buti t 

gives information about employees. According to the information given by the instructional system the 

employer choses their employees by their highest  productivity. 

-        The third is the approach from the aspect of labor needs, which needs an employment and labor 

characterized labour force. (Polónyi 2002). 

  

  

  

  

The development of human resource 

  

Today, knowledge and learning plays a dominant role in the economic activities more than ever. „If we consider 

the interpretation of innovation, it can also be formulated as the existing knowledge (elements) recombination, 

which leads to the appearance of new products and services. In order to effectively and quickly to the 

recombination process takes place, the process operators to quickly, easily and cheaply get a large amount and 

wide range of knowledge, practice. To do so, a determinant assistance is given for the not existing in 

information and communication technologies (ICT) and the Internet.” (Dőry T. 2001, 89 p.). 

  

In the area of urban development and regional development a prominent emphasis should be given to certain 

areas of social and human factors, as the potential of the local communities activation of human capital, and 

these ideas are based on each other in terms of economic development. The social partnership, social 

cooperation has to be imroved and the adaptation ability and knowledge of the local population imporved as 

well. Modern education based on knowledge and tradition is very important, which ensures a skilled workforce 

useful theoretical and practical knowledge of the complex. 

  

  

Knowledge-based society, information society 

  

Knowledge or the knowledge-based society has a wide variety of interpretations in the last few decades, but 

really there is no precise definition. 

Pragmatic approach to the definition Davenport and Prusak „A knowledge is circumscribed experiences, values 

and heterogeneous and ever-changing mix of interconnected information, expertise, providing the framework 

for a new experience, information the assessment of and for learning, and the knowledge of those minds 

produced and utilized” (Davenport, T.H – Prusak, L. 2001). 

The classical factors of production (capital, labor, land) in addition to increasing the knowledge comes to the 

fore and become a decisive factor of production. Result of the increase in the education and training, the 

importance of the knowledge becomes public domain, increasing the knowledge level of the whole society and 

it is important to increase. 

 Life-long learning  (LLL) is becoming an standing assumption, which increasingly require mobility between 

the knowledge areas for work, rather than the traditional requirement of a professional learning. The purpose is 

basically the key competencies and basic skills to develop, acquire the skills of cooperation directed learning, in 

addition improvement. 

At present there is no generally accepted theory regarding either that's exactly what can be called information 

society. According to the most accepted theory is that the society of information production, distribution, 

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/%25C3%2589lethosszig_tart%25C3%25B3_tanul%25C3%25A1s
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%25C3%25A1rsadalom
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inform%25C3%25A1ci%25C3%25B3
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dissemination, use and management of economic, social, cultural and political activities. From the 

economic concept of co- knowledge economy , according to which value is created through the economic 

exploitation of intelligence. 

  

  

  

  

Creative Economy 

The role of creativity, knowledge and innovation in economic development int he 21. century has been 

appreciated,. Precise definition of the creative economy is far from simple, publications on the topic narrow and 

broad demarcation employ both. The majority of authors thinks that  the creative economy is a much more, it 

means the traditional cultural economy. According to Hartley, J. „the creative economy in addition to the 

cultural economy includes all copyright (copyright) industry, including information and communication 

technologies, and research and development. For all the activities listed, it is true that the common roots of 

individual creativity, creativity lies in knowledge-intensive work presuppose high information content, a unique 

spiritual or material you produce the final product” (Kovács, Z. –. Egedy T. – Szabó B, 2011, 45 . p.). 

Task :analyze the creative geographic features in Hungary with the help of the Figure 10.1! 

 

Figure 10.1  The number of persons employed in the creative economy where the population is more that 

20 thousand inhabitants 

( based on CSO National Accounts department's 2007 data) 

Source: Kovács Z. – Egedy T. – Szabó B. 2011, 55. p. 

  

  

The concept of R & D, R & D in Hungary 

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%25C3%25B6zgazdas%25C3%25A1g
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%25C3%25B6zgazdas%25C3%25A1g
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=hu&prev=_t&sl=hu&tl=en&u=http://hu.wikipedia.org/w/index.php%3Ftitle%3DTud%25C3%25A1sgazdas%25C3%25A1g%26action%3Dedit%26redlink%3D1
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According to the OECD Recommendation: „The R & D work is performed on a regular basis, which aims to 

expand the knowledge base, including the man, culture and the image of the Knowledge Society, as well as all 

this knowledge to be used in the development of new applications. The R & D covers three activities: basic 

research, applied research and experimental development.”[56] 

  

The role of the economic and social life of the R & D activity is essential, but the unfavorable market 

environment and the tightening of financial conditions in this area have had an impact. This indicates that more 

intensive growth of the previous years (2008- 1%,  in 2009, 1.15%) after 2010, Hungary spent 1.14% of 

its  GDP on R & D, and the decrease was the result of the contraction of public resources (Table 10.1, Figure 

10.2). 

In 2010, the R & D expenditures amount at the national level 310.2 billion HUF, the growth rate (HUF 266.4 bn 

in the 2008th year, then it increased to HUF 299.16 billion in 2009) is significantly slower than in recent years. 

The role of foreign funds and enterprises increased in the financing of theR & D expenses. The enterprise funds 

for 2009. increased from 47.4% to 46.4%, the central government's contribution has fallen appreciably, from 

42% to 39.3% in 2009. Funds from abroad was 12.4%, which was higher than tha last year‟s 1.5 % ratio. 

Table 10.1  Main indicators of research and development in Hungary (2001-2010) 

 

Source: Central Statistical Office, 2011 
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Figure 10.2  The number after the R & D and R & D expenditures as a percentage of the previous year, in 

Hungary (2001-2010) 

Source: Central Statistical Office, 2011 

The number of personnel engaged in research and development since 2007, are getting a higher, and their share 

in 2010 among all employees – in 2009.- from 0.79 % to 0.83% per annum.The number of sectors share 

changed: the trend has continued that the weight of the enterprises increased, and the shares of higher education, 

and research and development institutes and other research sites share reduced (Table 10.2). 

  

The number of research units increased overall by 2.9%, including the units for enterprises which has increased 

to 5.9%, in the context of universities, colleges became actors in higher by 1.1%, the research institute decreased 

by 3.6%. Thus, the trend remained the same, which is  characterized by the expansion of business sector and the 

attenuate of the shares of higher education. 

  

Table 10.2  Breakdown of R & D units of the sectors in Hungary (2005-2010) 

 

Source: Central Statistical Office, 2011 

The location of research units hardly changed: in 2010 Central Hungary - mostly due to Budapest – was vast 

superiority because half of the research units are funcionate here. 

The role of the business in the financing for research and development funding has been further strengthened, 

the central budget has decreased. Given the nature of the financial background of the main budget, research 
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institutes and higher education and research institutions in R & D activities, they provided funding of R & D 

expenditure of three quarters, in the business sector this number is only 14% (Figure 10.2). 

 

Figure 10.3  R & D expenditures and flow of resources use according to sectors (2010) 

Source: CSO 2011 

The Deloitte Hungary R & D and the branch of state aid carried out a survey in 2011 (Corporate R & D Report 

2011) relating to five hundred domestic medium and large enterprises in the R & D activities, R & D and 

government grants business survey conducted in 2011 for the first time addresses the Deloitte Hungary - 

affecting achievement - in particular, tax concessions and subsidies concerning other factors. 

The report shows that 15% of the interviewed companies in 2010 in Hungary did not spend on research and 

development, 53% of them have expend their income less than 1%.                     The only 12% of the 

interviewed companies said that sales of more than 5 % expend their income for R & D activity (Figure 10.4). 
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Figure 10.4.  The Corporate R & D Report 2011 is an important question 

Source: Deloitte Hungary, 2011 

7.3. 10.3. Questions, tasks 

1.Define the concept of human resources and analyze the socio-economic life role! 

2. How can we develop the human resources? 

3. Define the knowledge society, the information society and the creative economy! 

4. How can the creative economy in Hungary be characterized from a geographical perspective? 

5. What are the main features of R & D in Hungary in 2010? 

8. 11. Socio-spatial disparities in educational 
attainment of the population 

8.1. 11.1. Content 

Possibilities of measuring educational status of the population; the characteristics of literacy, spatial differences 

in the educational level of the population; socio-economic effects of education. 

  

  

8.2. 11.2. Review of the curriculum 
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The possibilities of measuring educational status of the population (source: Polónyi, I. 2002) 

Cultural situation of the population is generally characterized by the following data: 

-        the ability to read and write; 

-        highest completed level of education; 

-        the participation in education. 

1. The literacy is an essential indicator of cultural standards. Examine issues relating to or as part of a separate 

issue, or educational attainment in the censuses. 

Literacy can be divided in terms of (often combining the two second group) three groups of the population: 

-        who can read and write; 

-        who can read (so called „semiliterate”) – he/she recognise some of the words, he/she doesn‟t know eyah 

letter of the alphabet, or he, she can write down his/her name; 

-        illiterates. 

In addition to the above categories it should be metioned the so-called functional illiterates who can read and 

write, but very poorly (eg spelling the words, but they do not understand the text, that they can read to some 

extent, but they do not understand what they are reading). This prevents further learning, as well as access to 

work is difficult. 

In our country, the percentage of illiterate people in the neighborhood is of 1%, however, estimated that up to 

20-30% of the population may be functionally illiterate. 

Many developed countries do not ask questions on literacy, but also approach the data based on non-school 

attendance rate. Hungary also followed this practice since the year 1960. 

In the last decades in our country of continuous decline in the number and proportion of people not performed 

during the first year of primary school (Figure 11.1). 

 

Figure 11.1.  Chart of the population aged 10 years and not even completed the first grade of primary 

school (1920-2011) (main) 

Source:  http://www.ksh.hu/nepszamlalas/tablak_iskolazottsag – 22/03/2013 (own edition) 

Accorrding to the datas of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO, 2011, in 

the world there were about 793 million adults illiterate, the majority of young girls and women. In Africa, with 

http://www.ksh.hu/nepszamlalas/tablak_iskolazottsag%20–%2022/03
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one exception - Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Haiti, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Sierra 

Leone –  more than 50 percent of the adult population is illiterate. 

2. Data on educational attainment also allow in-depth analysis regarding to the cultural situation of the 

population. Grouped by level of education is based on the UNESCO's "International Standard Classification of 

Education" (the ISCED - International Standard Classification of Education).[57] The ISCED 2011 divides 8 

levels. 

Due to hungarian censuses to establish the educational level of the population on the basis of highest 

qualification obtained under the school-based education assessment. The making of the groups follow the 

principle that a higher degree started, but I did not finish the person is the lower level of education. 

In the 2011 census the population was placed in the following groups: 

-        doesn‟t finish the first year of primary school 

-        finished the 1-3rd year of primary school; 

-        finished the 4-5th year of primary school; 

-        finished the 6-7th year of primary school; 

-        finished the 8th year of primary school       ; 

-        grammar school without school leaving exam; 

-        grammar school without school leaving exam but with professional certificate; 

-        grammar school with school leaving exam; 

-        university, college without degree 

-        university, college with degree 

The results of the census educational attainment of Figure 11.2 and 11.3 studied, which can also differences by 

gender conclusions can be drawn. 

 

Figure 11.2  15 years and older female population distribution according to the highest educational 

attainment (1980-2011) 

Source: http://www.ksh.hu/js/nepszamlalas/grafikonok/03_kotet/index.html#!3|0 – 19/11/2013 

http://www.ksh.hu/js/nepszamlalas/grafikonok/03_kotet/index.html#!3%7c0
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Figure 11.3.  Distribution of the male population aged 15 and over, according to the highest educational 

attainment (1980-2011) 

Source: http://www.ksh.hu/js/nepszamlalas/grafikonok/03_kotet/index.html#!3|0 – 19/11/2013 

The substance of the purified education indicators calculation is to calculate the age from the corresponding 

ratio of graduates when it has been acquired in accordance with their age. These indicators are otherwise 

cumulative indices, that is, where they are included in the qualification group, who learned more. 

The national practice patterns to calculate the following indicators: 

-        doesn‟t finish the first year of primary school among the population above 10 years old; 

-        finished the 8th year in primary school among the population above 15 years old; 

-        they have school leaving exam among the population above 15 years old; 

-        has a university or college degree among the population above 25 years old. 

The international comparisons are complicated by the fact that, despite international recommendations are often 

different from the content of the data. 

The literacy features 

Good writing and reading skills are fundamental to improving the quality of life, knowledge, innovation and 

growth. The work, the changes in society and the economy in general as a result of writing the previous 

időszaknál today are more important, so we must strive to ensure that the world's population, the functional 

reading and writing skills proportion achieving the higher levels. 

Expert working group established by the Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, European 

Commissioner in charge by 2012 is,[58] the literacy is „a big deal” because: 

-         „the labor market requires an increasing levels of reading and writing (it is estimated that by 2020, 35% 

of the jobs will require tertiary qualifications, compared to 29% today); 

-        the digitized world of social and civic engagement is increasingly based on the written things; 

-        the population is aging, so reading and writing skills, especially digital upgrade skills, needs improvement; 

-        poverty and poor reading skills can strengthen each other in a vicious circle preclude the individual; 

-        increasing mobility and migration of written increasingly channeled towards multilingualism, combined 

with a wide range of cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 

http://www.ksh.hu/js/nepszamlalas/grafikonok/03_kotet/index.html#!3%7c0
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A clear trend can be demonstrated between development and illiteracy among the population on each 

country. The poorer a country is, the more people there are residents who are illiterate (Figure 11.4). 

 

Figure 11.4  The literacy rate in the world (2011) 

Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/Literacy_rate_world.PNG – 23/03/2013 

It is advisable to dispel some widespread misconceptions about the situation in the European Union competence 

in reading and writing (see Table 11.1. and 11.2). 

Table 11.1  Some myths about the reading and writing skills 
 

Myths Facts 

"The  developing countries is  characterized by poor 

literacy, especially Europe."   „ 
One in five 15-year-old and nearly one in five European 

adults can not read or write at a level necessary to 

function in modern society prosper 

"The poor literacy problems brought by migrants, 

they do not affect those who were born and raised in 

Eastern Europe." 

The wrong reading for children and adults born in the 

vast majority of the country and brought up in which you 

live, and native speakers of the language in which the 

training takes place. 

"The teaching children to read and write the school's 

responsibility." 
The role of schools is important, but not exclusive 

responsibility.The reading and literacy development in a 

number of shapes, from the parents of the mates of the 

health care and others. After formal education in 

determining the employer's role. 

After finishing elementary school, we are powerless 

in the face ofproblems related to 

reading andwriting. Difficulties in reading skills too 

time consuming, too complicated and too expensive 

to be worth a try. " 

Millions of kids starting out in high school so that they 

can just read but not well enough to perform well in 

school. Professionals can help these young people gain a 

good or even excellent reading and writing 

skills. Programs aimed at developing the skills of reading 

difficulties, very successful and very cost effective. This 

investment is tenfold or even a hundredfold return on 

during an individual's life. 

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/magyarorszag/press_room/press_releases/20120907_literacy_valsag_hu.htm – 

23/03/2013 
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Table 11.2 Proportion of low achievers in reading (PISA) (2000-2009) 
 

International Student Assessment 2000-2009 

  2000 2003 2006 2009 Changes 

from 2006-to 

2009 

(%) 

Belgium 19.0 17.9 19.4 17.7 -1.7 

Bulgaria 40.3 : 51.1 41.0 -10.1 

Czech Republik 17.5 19.4 24.8 23.1 -1.7 

Denmark 17.9 16.5 16.0 15.2 -0.8 

Germany 22.6 22.3 20.0 18.5 -1.5 

Estonia : : 13.6 13.3 -0.3 

Ireland 11.0 11.0 12.1 17.2 +5.1 

Greece 24.4 25.2 27.7 21.3 -6.4 

Spain 16.3 21.1 25.7 19.6 -6.1 

France 15.2 17.5 21.7 19.8 -1.9 

Italy 18.9 23.9 26.4 21.0 -5.4 

Latvia 30.1 18.0 21.2 17.6 -3.6 

Lithuania : : 25.7 24.3 -1.4 

Luxemburg (35.1

) 
22.7 22.9 26.0 +3.1 

Hungary 22.7 20.5 20.6 17.6 -3.0 

Netherlands (9.5) 11.5 15.1 14.3 -0.8 

Austria 19.3 20.7 21.5 27.5 +6.0 

Poland 23.2 16.8 16.2 15.0 -1.2 

Portugal 26.3 22.0 24.9 17.6 -7.3 

Romania 41.3 : 53.5 40.4 -13.1 

Slovenia : : 16.5 21.2 +4.7 

Slovakia : 24.9 27.8 22.3 -5.5 
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Finland 7.0 5.7 4.8 8.1 +3.3 

Sweden 12.6 13.3 15.3 17.4 +2.1 

United Kingdom (12.8

) 
: 19.0 18.4 -0.6 

EU (18 country) 21.3   24.1 20.0 -4.1 

EU (25 country)     23.1 19.6 -3.5 

Source: http://ec.europa.eu/magyarorszag/press_room/press_releases/20120907_literacy_valsag_hu.htm – 

23/03/2013 

In Hungary, we do not know exactly how the illiterate age structure is formed, likely just that it's more - with 

few exceptions - affects older age groups. However, it is likely that the proportion of functional illiterates can be 

very high, and this Figure 11.5 confirms indirectly „territorial emergence of low educational attainment is 

closely linked to illiteracy and the fact that in these areas in great numbers occur at an early age leaving school 

and completing 

school studies at the end of primary school” (Mayer, J. 2009) 

.  

11.5. figure: The spatial pattern of illiteracy in Hungary (without year) 

Source: Mayer, J. 2009 (edited by: Trócsányi, A. – Tóth, J.) 

Socio-economic effects of education[59] 

Through an educational skills, knowledge could give the people, which increases productivity, thereby 

increasing the chances of divorce in employment and increase application availability. Total time investment 

and financial costs of participation in education pay off in the form of higher labor income. 

„The education of the population, can promote the emergence of innovations, new technology development, 

which is a further source of economic growth. Educated individuals generally engage in more health-conscious 

lifestyle, so their health is generally better than less.” 

  

Employment by level of education: 
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Employment depends on the individual educational attainment of the higher education level higher employment 

rates coupled (Figure 11.6). The employment rate in Hungary is low by international standards, explains the low 

educational levels significantly. Reduced working life contributing to the new regime after the jobs foreign 

capital investments are typically realized technological level, which were not supported demand for low-

educated workforce. 

 

Figure 11.6.  Employment rate by educational attainment in OECD countries the population aged 25-64 

(2004) (%) 

Source: Medgyesi, M. 2009 

8.3. 11.3. Questions, tasks 

1. What opportunities exist for measuring the educational situation of the population? 

2. What we can associate regional differences in the case of literacy in the world and in Hungary? 

3. Summarizes the most important socio-economic impacts of education! 

4. The following case study[60] of processing characterize the state of the domestic adult education! List the 

positive and negative examples of residential environment! 

 „The lifelong learning key competitive tool for the European Union's strategy, but we are lagging behind in this 

regard. Could play a major role in the poor employment mutatóinkban is to just continue to train themselves in 

the Hungarian workers. The international order, otherwise falling short from the region as well, but us in the 

Mediterranean countries included the poorest. 

The intelligent, knowledge-based economy is an important feature of the transfer of knowledge, skills exercises 

to practice. However, education does not meet conditions of all ages and situations for the acquisition of new 

knowledge, therefore becoming increasingly important knowledge gained outside the context of the school 

system, hence the need for alternative delivery modes. Adult education is one part of education and training, 

after which the training carried out in the framework of the formal school system typically - upon satisfactory 

completion of the conditions - in all cases a state-recognized qualification in mind. The other main form of non-

formal education, adult education, and in accordance with international trends, it is also used more and more to 

the fore. Education at the school system typically does not take place, and the training is not necessarily 

followed by the State graduate. 
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The adult population in education, to participate in training programs created to measure each Member State of 

the European Union and candidate countries in a survey between 2005 and 2007. The recording was taken into 

account both school-based and non-formal training courses, participation in training. The result of the recording 

that only 9 percent of our country's adult population took part in the pre-recording a year in education and 

training, thus Hungary became the last among the EU Member States, where the proportion of the trainees had 

an average of 36 percent. The education, training and participation of the Hungarian adult population and gender 

and level of education, economic activity and the groups according to age was significant lags behind the EU 

average, and it's not just from this, and from developed countries was significant, but the region Central 

European Member States can be found. In our country, 6.8 percent of the adult population participated in this 

type of education or training, while 33 percent of the population of EU Member States. We are a factor with 

regard to the forefront in Europe: the average number of hours of educational activities in our country among 

the highest in the EU countries.” 

9. 12. The cultural and cultivational polarization of 
society 

9.1. 12.1. Content 

Definition of literacy; interpretation of cultural geography and cultural economy; major civilizations of world 

and theirs conflicts – Huntington‟s theory. 

  

9.2. 12.2. Review of the curriculum 

Literacy     [61] 

Literacy is one kind of knowledge, it is declarative knowledge. First of all it is a traditional knowledge, which is 

concerned to the past, which is inherited from previous generations „Secondly the literacy is canonical 

knowledge. It has not got an arbitrary content, but this is the knowledge, which is expected from the members of 

a community.” 

Social situation, lifecycle residence and value system form together the cultural habits.  Establish consequences 

about the consumption habits of traditional and modern culture and social polarisation of Hungarian society by 

the help of analysing the following case study (Antal, E. 2013)! 

  

  

Cultural geography[62] 

  

“Culture is the part of whole lifestyle, in which multitude of people are shared.” (Trócsányi, A. 2010, 625. p.). 

Consequently cultural geography is a multicolour science; it is the spatial oriented analysis of phenomenon, 

which relates directly or indirectly to culture. 

Cultural geographical researches – interpreting culture as widest way – have begun in the USA since the 

begging of 20th century. The English interpretation and German researches can be underlined in Europe. 

According to definition of András Trócsányi (2010, 622. p.) „cultural geography is the subfield of social 

geography, which deals with the interaction system between human culture and geographical space.” 

The following methods were applied to his analysis (Figure12.1): 

• First of all the spatial structure of certain cultural phenomenon is presented. It performed often in a 

descriptive way, but it could provide basic for further synthesis. 
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• Externals defining the described spatial structure are demonstrated as first step in the analyst part. 

• The effects of cultural attitude and phenomenon on space is analysed as second step of analyst part.  

• Finally the cultural geographical analysis explores the internal interactions between elements of described 

spatial structure. 

  

 

Figure 12.1 Possible steps of (cultural) geographical investigations 

Source: Trócsányi, A. 2010, 623. p. 

  

The division of world into large culture areas is an even complex mission, according to the main cultural criteria 

it is divided into 11-12 large culture parts: North America, Island areas, Latin-American, European, Russian, 

Islam, Black-African, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, and Australian and Pacific Islander. Religions, languages 

political structure, economic system and social behaviours could be considered as baseline in drawing the 

borders (Trócsányi, A. 1998). 

  

  

Cultural economy[63] 

  

Cultural economy is one of the most dynamic strengthen element of modern economy. Its definition could not 

be accurate, since culture could be interpreted in several ways.  Essentially it analyses the economic aspects of 

culture, cultural activities. 

“Traditional cultural services are one part of cultural economy (it involves education, public education, art 

services and tourism, etc.). Their economic significance have increased in the developed countries (they 

employee many people, attract notable capital investments), its market nature has strengthened and cultural 

content has been more pronounced. 

Cultural product industry is the other part of cultural economy. … It prepares products, which symbolical, 

cultural value is larger, than their utility.” (Enyedi, Gy. 2005). 

Cultural economy is strongly location-dependent, and has an urban nature; it is based on local urban traditions, 

and has a great role in forming the competitiveness of cities. Due to location-dependent that it has unique, hard-

copy products and attributes. 

Clash of civilizations – conflict theory of Samuel P. Huntington 
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History of humanity is the story of civilisations. There is not a civilisation in general; there are only 

civilisations. The general concept of civilisation is abstraction (Vitányi, I. 2002). 

According to Huntington „Civilization is the highest level cultural grouping of people, at the same time it is the 

broadest level of cultural identity, which people have...” „Common objective elements like language, history, 

religion, customs, institutions and subjective identity of people define together the civilizations.” (Huntington, 

S. P. 2008, 53. p.). Religion is the essential, determinant element from the elements, according to Christopher 

Dawson „major religions are the bases, on which major civilizations are based” (referred: Huntington, S. P. 

2008, 61. p.). 

Huntington‟s study can be considered as basic literature in political geography, in which he listed the followings 

to the major existing civilizations (Huntington, S. P. 2008, pp. 57-62.): 

-        Chinese civilization; 

-        Japanese civilization; 

-        Hindu civilization; 

-        Islam civilization – it is not unified, there are several separated culture or civilization among Islam (for 

example: Arabic, Turkish, Persian, Malaysian); 

-        Orthodox civilization (with centre of Russia); 

-        Western civilization (it involves the majority of Europe, North America, Australia and New-Zealand); 

-        Latin-American civilization – although it is derived from European civilization, and Roman Catholicism is 

dominant, Latin-America has own identity, which differs it from Western civilization. Latin-America could be 

considered as a sub-civilization belonged to Western civilization, at the same time as a separated civilization, 

which bonds strongly to Western civilization. 

-        African civilization (controversial) – the most prominent civilization researchers do not acknowledge 

different African civilization, according to their opinion the northern part of continent belongs to Islam 

civilization, the European imperialism and colonialism settled the elements of Western civilization in the other 

parts (it transmitted the a Christianity into the largest parts of  areas which located south from Sahara). At the 

same time the tribal identities are deep and strong, and African is going to create an African identity feeling. 

-        Buddhist civilization (controversial) – Buddhism was fitted or integrated to the native culture in one part 

of South Asian societies (for instance in China, Japan, Korea). So Buddhism remains an important element of 

their culture, and these countries do not form Buddhist civilization and do not identify themselves as the part of 

it. At the same time Theravada Buddhism civilization exists in Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and 

Cambodia. Population of Tibet, Mongolia and Bhutan has joined to the Lamaism version of Mahayana 

Buddhism, and these societies form the other field of Buddhistcivilization. Huntington considers Buddhism as 

one of the main religion, but it does not the basic of a main civilization. 

Structure of civilizations (Huntington, S. P. 2008, pp. 214-222): 

-        Member states: these countries fully identify with an civilization in the aspect of cultural view (for 

instance Egypt with Arabic-Islam civilization); 

-        Core states: these are the strongest states, which have a central role in the aspect of culture. Their number 

and role could vary per civilizations, and could change in course of time. 

o   Japanese civilization is the same with the sole Japan core state. 

o   All of Chinese, Hindu and Orthodox civilizations has a large own core state. 

o   Historically the Western civilization had more core states, today two exist:  the USA and the French-

German-British core in Europe. 

o   There are not any core states in the Islam countries, Latin-America, Africa. 
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-        Lone states: they have not got common cultural characteristics with other societies (for example: Japan, 

Ethiopia, and Haiti). 

-        Cleft states: countries, which have notable groups belonging to different civilizations. The reservation of 

unit may cause difficulties in cleft states, which are situated spatially in the borders of civilization (for instance 

the former Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, Sudan and Nigeria) 

-        Torn states: these countries have prevailing culture, which makes their place in a certain civilization, but 

their leaders would lead to the direction of other civilization (for example Turkey). 

According to Huntington the analysis of relations between seven or eight civilizations (Chinese, Japan, Hindu, 

Islam, Orthodox, Western, Latin-American and the controversial African) makes the recent events more 

understandable current events (Figure 12.1); he characterizes the world of 1990‟s as multipolar world having 

many civilizations. 

 

Figure 12.1 Map of civilizations defined by Huntington 

Source:  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2f/Clash_of_Civilizations_map.png – 09/09/2010 

Huntington did not agree with the theory “end of history” of Francis Fukuyama (1994) and established in the 

first half of 1990‟s, that world is not determined by final victory of Western liberal democracy after the collapse 

of soviet communism, but the collapses of civilizations based on different religions and cultures  (Figure12.2). 

We can expect, that the incompatible values and interests of different civilizations will generate conflicts, cold 

wars, and local wars along the civilization fault lines.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2f/Clash_of_Civilizations_map.png%20–%202010
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Figure 12.2 “Emerging alignments” of civilizations, per Samuel Huntington’s theory  

(Thicker the line, larger the conflict) 

Source:  http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Huntington_Clash_of_Civilizations_chart.gif – 

09/09/2010 

Types of civilizations taking part in clashes:[64] 

• Universalist West:  rather economic, political influence, than military intervention 

• Aggressive civilizations: 

•  

• Weak civilizations: 

•  

• Pendulum civilizations: 

•  

  

9.3. 12.3. Questions, tasks 

1. Define the concept of literacy! 

2. Define cultural geography! 

3. Which are the most important parts of cultural economy? 

4. Demonstrate the major civilizations and their relationships according to Huntington‟s theory! 

10. References 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Huntington_Clash_of_Civilizations_chart.gif%20–
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/33/Huntington_Clash_of_Civilizations_chart.gif%20–


   

 89  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Andorka R. (1987): Gyermekszám a fejlett országokban. Gondolat, Budapest, 372 p. 

Antal E. (2013): Kik járnak színházba? – In: Szívós P. – Tóth I. Gy. (szerk.): Egyenlőtlenség és polarizálódása a 

magyar társadalomban. TÁRKI Monitor Jelentések 2012, Budapest, pp. 117-121. – 

http://www.tarki.hu/hu/research/hm/monitor2012_teljes.pdf 

Ádány R. (2011): Megelőző orvostan és népegészségtan. 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0019_1A_Megelozo_orvostan_es_nepegeszsegtan/ch03s02.h

tml, DIGITÁLIS TANKÖNYVTÁR 

Bauer, T. K. et al. (2001): Immigration Policy, Assimilation of Immigrants and Natives‟ Sentiments towards 

Immigrants: Evidence from 12 OECD-Countries. CCIS, University of California-San Diego, La Jolla, 

California. 

Bruhács J. (1999): Nemzetközi Jog II. Különös rész. Dialóg-Campus, Budapest, 239 p. 

Búr G. – Tarrósy I. (2011): Az afrikai vándorlás hátteréről és jellemzőiről. – In: Tarrósy István – Glied Viktor – 

Keserű Dávid (szerk.): Új népvándorlás. Migráció a 21. században Afrika és Európa között. pp. 99-114. 

Cohen, B. (2004): Urban Growth in Developing Countries: A Review of Current Trends and a Caution 

Regarding Existing Forecasts. World Development. 1. pp. 23-51. 

Cseresnyés F. (1996): Migrációs potenciálok és trendek Európában. Regio – Kisebbség, politika, társadalom, 7. 

évf. 4. sz., 20 p. 

Cséfalvay Z. (1994): A modern társadalomföldrajz kézikönyve. – IKVA, Budapest, 366 p. 

Csomós Gy. – Kulcsár B. (2011): Urbanizáció a 21. században: határtalan városnövekedés. Debreceni Műszaki 

Közlemények 3. pp. 33-40. 

Davenport, T. H. – Prusak, L. (2001): Tudásmenedzsment. Kossuth Kiadó, Budapest, 195 p. 

Dőry T. (2001): Az innováció kutatások megjelenése a regionális elemzésekben – az innováció regionális 

perspektívában. Tér és Társadalom, 15. évf. 2. szám pp. 87-106. 

Enyedi Gy. (2002): A városok kulturális gazdasága. Földrajzi Értesítő LI. évf. 1-2. füzet, pp. 19-29. 

Enyedi Gy. (2005): A városok kulturális gazdasága. – In: Enyedi Gy. – Keresztély K. (szerk.): A magyar 

városok kulturális gazdasága. Magyarország az ezredfordulón Stratégiai tanulmányok a Magyar Tudományos 

Akadémián műhelytanulmányok, MTA Társadalomkutató Központ, Budapest. – 

http://sulinet.hu/oroksegtar/data/ipar_es_gazdasagtortenet/A_magyar_varosok_kulturalis_gazgasaga/index.htm 

Enyedi Gy. (2009): Városi világ. Magyar Tudomány. http://www.matud.iif.hu/2009/09mar/05.htm 

Enyedi Gy. (2011): A városnövekedés szakaszai – újragondolva. Tér és Társadalom 25. évf. 1. sz. 

Erdei N. – Tuka Á. (2011): Az Európai Unió migrációs politikája napjainkban. In: Tarrósy István – Glied Viktor 

– Keserű Dávid (szerk.): Új népvándorlás. Migráció a 21. században Afrika és Európa között. pp. 243-258. 

Faragó T. (2011): Bevezetés a történeti demográfiába. – 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tamop425/0010_2A_09_Farago_Tamas_Bevezetes_a_torteneti_demogr

afiaba/ch02.html 

Fentor-Majer A.  (2008): Befogadni, vagy falakat építeni – avagy a XXI. Századi migráció kezelésének 

Problematikája a globalizáció tükrében. Szakdolgozat. 92 p. 

Fórián S. (2007): Urbanizációs folyamat és annak néhány hatása a környezetre. Debreceni műszaki 

közlemények 1. pp. 5-15. 

Fukuyama, F. (1994): A történelem vége és az utolsó ember. Európa Kiadó, Budapest, 600 p. 



   

 90  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Giddens, A. (1997): Szociológia. Osiris Kiadó, Budapest, 771 p. 

Haggett, P. (2006): Geográfia – Globális szintézis. – Typotex, Budapest, 842 p. 

Huntington, S. P. (2008): A civilizációk összecsapása és a világrend átalakulása. Európa Kiadó, Budapest, 646 

p. 

International Organization for Migration: World Migration Report 2008 – 

http://www.iom.int/jahia/Jahia/cache/offonce/pid/1674?entryId=20275 

Keserű D. – Radics M. P. (2011): Urbanizáció és vándorlás – afrikai útvonalak az Európai Unióba. In: Tarrósy 

István – Glied Viktor – Keserű Dávid (szerk.): Új népvándorlás. Migráció a 21. században Afrika és Európa 

között. pp. 131-154. 

Koller I. Zs. (2011): Az európai migráció története a második világháborút követően. In: Tarrósy István – Glied 

Viktor – Keserű Dávid (szerk.): Új népvándorlás. Migráció a 21. században Afrika és Európa között. pp. 227-

241. 

Kovács Z. (2002): Népesség és településföldrajz. Egyetemi jegyzet, ELTE Eötvös Kiadó, Budapest. 223 p. 

Kovács Z. – Egedy T. – Szabó B. (2011): A kreatív gazdaság földrajzi jellemzői Magyarországon. Tér és 

Társadalom 25. 1. pp. 42-62. 

Lang, R.E. – Dhavale, D., (2005): Beyond Megalopolis: Exploring America‟s New “Megapolitan” Geography. 

Metropolitan Institute Census Report Series, July 2005. 

http://www.mi.vt.edu/publications/otherresearch/document-pdfs/megaopolis.pdf 

Lehoczki B. (2011): A migrációs politika kihívásai a bővülő Európában. Pro Publico Bono Online Támop 

Speciál. 20p. 

Liddle, R. – Lerais, F. (2007): Az európai társadalmi valóság. Az európai politikai tanácsadó iroda által készített 

konzultációs dokumentum. 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens_agenda/social_reality_stocktaking/docs/background_document_hu.pdf 

L. Rédei M. (2005): Migráció az ezredfordulón. Letöltés helye: 

http://geogr.elte.hu/REF/REF_Kiadvanyok../Migracio_az_ezredfordulon/RM_migracio_114-

136_Ausztralia.pdf  

L. Rédei M. (2010). Amerikai migráció, Az Amerikai Egyesült Államokba történő bevándorlás. In: Pap N. Bali 

L. Fejezetek Amerika politikai földrajzából, PTE, Pécs. pp. 75-104. 

Mason, K. O. (1997): Explaining Fertility Transitions. Demography, 4. pp. 443–454.  

Mayer J. (2009): A hátrányos helyzetű társadalmi csoportok kialakulása, a felzárkóztatás lehetőségei. 

http://www.ofi.hu/tudastar/onkormanyzat-kozoktatas/hatranyos-helyzetu-090617 

Medgyesi M. (2009): Az oktatás társadalmi és gazdasági környezete. 

http://www.ofi.hu/tudastar/jelentes-magyar/1-oktatas-tarsadalmi-090617-1 

Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011 – http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/migration-and-remittances 

pp.1-6. 

Molodikova, I. (2007): „Transformation of Migration Patterns in Post –Soviet Space: Russian New Migration 

Policy of “Open Doors” and its effect on European Migration Flows”. Review of Sociology, 132. pp. 57–76. 

Molodikova, I. (2009): A keletről nyugatra irányuló migráció jellegzetességei az európai migrációs rendszer 

összefüggésében: a migráció kontrolljának lehetőségei és korlátai. Demográfia, 52. évf. 2–3. sz. pp. 113–147. 

Patkós Cs. (2011): A globális népesedés humánökológiája. –

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0038_foldrajz_PatkosCsaba/ch01s06.html 

http://www.libri.hu/szerzok/samuel_p_huntington.html
http://www.mi.vt.edu/publications/otherresearch/document-pdfs/megaopolis.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/citizens_agenda/social_reality_stocktaking/docs/background_document_hu.pdf
http://www.ofi.hu/tudastar/onkormanyzat-kozoktatas/hatranyos-helyzetu-090617
http://data.worldbank.org/data-catalog/migration-and-remittances


   

 91  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

Perger É. (2006): A Budapesti Agglomeráció – Kézirat. http://www.terport.hu/kiemelt-tersegek/budapesti-

agglomeracio 

Polónyi I. (2002): Az oktatás gazdaságtana. Osiris Kiadó, Budapest, 425 p. 

Pólyi Cs. (2011): Kitekintés és reflexiók a nemzetközi migrációról In: Tarrósy I. – Glied V. – Keserű D. 

(szerkesztők): Új népvándorlás: Migrációs a 21. Században Afrika és Európa között. idresearch Kft-Publikon 

Kiadó, pp. 13-34. 

Rakonczai J. (2003): Globális környezeti problémák. Lazi Könyvkiadó, Szeged, 191 p. 

Ricz J. (2007): Urbanizáció a fejlődő országokban: Trendek, dimenziók és kihívások. Tér és Társadalom 21. 

évf. 3. sz. pp. 167-186. 

Salt, J. (2004): A nemzetközi vándorlás összetétele és változása Európában. Demográfia. 4. sz. pp. 319-331. 

Sárosi A. et al. (2010): Nemzetközi vándorlás az Európai Unió országaiban. Statisztikai Tükör. IV. évf. 63 sz. 5 

p. 

Shierup, C. et al. (2006): Migration, Citizenship and the European Welfare State – A European Dilemma. 

Oxford, Oxford University Press, 27 p. 

Szentgáli T. (1991): A demográfiai átmenet elmélete. – In: Dányi Dezső (szerk.) Demográfiai átmenet 

Magyarországon. KSH NKI Történeti Demográfiai Füzetek 9. KSH NKI, Budapest, pp. 21–34. 

Szlávik J. (2006): A környezetvédelem közgazdasági kérdései és a „fenntarthatóság”. Iustum Aequum Salutare 

II. 1–2. pp. 85–89.http://ias.jak.ppke.hu/hir/ias/200612sz/2006_1-2_2acta9.pdf 

Szűcs Lászlóné Siska K. (2008): Nemzetközi menekültjog, migráció és menedékjog a magyar és az uniós 

jogban (kézirat), Debrecen. 

Szűcsné Kerti A. – Szűcs I. (2007): Településföldrajz. – DE AMTC AVK, Debrecen, 103 p. – 

http://miau.gau.hu/avir/intranet/debrecen_hallgatoi/tananyagok/jegyzet/24-Telepulesfoldrajz.pdf 

Tárkányi Á. (2008): Demográfia. 51. évf. 4. sz. pp. 406–440. 

Tolnai Á. (2008): A multikulturalizmus elméleti és gyakorlati kérdései Ausztrália esetében. PhD-értekezés. 180 

p. 

Trócsányi A. (1998): A kulturális földrajz alapjai. – In: Tóth J. – Vuics T. (szerk.): Általános társadalomföldrajz 

I. Dialóg Campus Kiadó, Budapest-Pécs, pp. 302-323. 

Trócsányi A. (2010): A kultúrgeográfia alapjai. – In: Tóth J. (főszerk.): Világföldrajz. Akadémiai Kiadó, 

Budapest, pp. 619-645. 

Urbán F. (2011): Az afrikai kontinens migrációs sajátosságai. – In: Tarrósy István – Glied Viktor – Keserű 

Dávid (szerk.): Új népvándorlás. Migráció a 21. században Afrika és Európa között. pp. 115-130. 

Vitányi I.(2002): A civilizáció és a kultúra paradigmái. Magyar Tudomány 6. pp. 720-729. 

  

Internet resources: 

http://fdmc12geo.blogspot.com/2008/06/rostow-model.html 

http://hu.shvoong.com/social-sciences/1717614-t%C3%A1rsadalom-fogalma-deffin%C3%ADci%C3%B3ja/ 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenntarthat%C3%B3_fejl%C5%91d%C3%A9s 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A1rsadalmi_strukt%C3%BAra 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A1rsadalom 

http://www.terport.hu/kiemelt-tersegek/budapesti-agglomeracio
http://www.terport.hu/kiemelt-tersegek/budapesti-agglomeracio
http://miau.gau.hu/avir/intranet/debrecen_hallgatoi/tananyagok/jegyzet/24-Telepulesfoldrajz.pdf


   

 92  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

http://kornyezetbarat.hulladekboltermek.hu/fenntarthato/nemzeti_fejlodesi_tanacs/ 

http://mkweb.uni-pannon.hu/tudastar/ff/03-fgazdasag/FGazdasag.xhtml 

http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html 

http://www.jak.ppke.hu/hir/ias/200612sz/2006_1-2_2acta9.pdf 

http://www.unesco.hu/termeszettudomany/fenntarthato-fejlodesre/fenntarthato-fejlodes-091214 

http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu 

http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012_10_01_archive.html 

http://www.census.gov/population/international/ 

http://www.demografia.hu/letoltes/kiadvanyok/Demografia/2008_4/Tarkanyi.pdf 

http://www.tankonyvtar.hu/hu/tartalom/tamop425/0019_1A_Megelozo_orvostan_es_nepegeszsegtan/ch03s02.h

tml 

users.atw.hu/deszocpol/demografia/AndorkaRudolf.doc 

http://piackutatas.blog.hu/2011/05/19/a_vilag_2100_ban_valtozik_a_korfa_alakja 

http://web.axelero.hu/zsirkazs/meadows.htm 

http://web.axelero.hu/zsirkazs/meadows.htm 

http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html 

http://hu.shvoong.com/exact-sciences/1897540-%C3%A9hez%C3%A9s-%C3%A9s-

t%C3%BAlfogyaszt%C3%A1s-f%C3%B6ld%C3%B6n/ 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%A1jl:Food_production_per_capita_1961-2005.png 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glob%C3%A1lis_%C3%A9lelmiszerv%C3%A1ls%C3%A1g 

http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/331.html 

http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/global/fogyasztas1.htm 

http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20101013-ehezes-a-vilagban-tenyek-adatok-elelmezesi-vilagnap-2010.html 

http://www.webbeteg.hu/cikkek/emesztorendszer/2262/az-ehezes-koros-es-karos-kovetkezmenyeirol 

europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-12-940_hu.doc 

http://hdrstats.undp.org 

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-2011-en.pdf 

http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/migration/UN_MigStock_2008.pdf 

http://kaleidoszkop.nih.gov.hu/-/a-ksh-kiadvanya-a-kutatasi-fejlesztesi-tevekenyseg-2010-evi-adatairol 

http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/171.html 

http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu
http://hdrstats.undp.org/


   

 93  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

https://www.deloitte.com/assets/Dcom-

Hungary/Local%20Assets/Documents/Attachments%202010/R&D%20survey%202011/R&D_brochure_Hunga

ry_final.pdf 

http://www.vg.hu/kozelet/tarsadalom/novekvo-kulturalis-gazdasag-209911 

hippo.uw.hu/10_foci/A_vilaggazdasag_kialakulasa.doc 

http://hvg.hu/gazdasag/20110128_vilaggazdasagi_forum_globalis_kockazatok 

http://kitekinto.hu/kelet-azsia/2009/06/19/gazdasagi_oriasok_szovetsege/#.UqTn-fTuLfI 

http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012/12/gdp-erdekessegek.html 

http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html 

http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdago

k_kozott.158539.html 

http://www.skik.hu/upload/skik/sg/201310/29.html 

http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 

http://ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/127_1.pdf 

http://kitekinto.hu/global/2011/08/19/uj_nepvandorlas_az_eghajlati_menekultek/#.Uqg81eUZBBk 

http://kitekinto.hu/latin-amerika/2013/01/27/latin-amerika_uj_migracios_trendek/#.Uqg9qOUZBBk 

http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf 

http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/htmls/cikkek.html?articleID=28 

http://www.law.klte.hu/jati/tanszekek/nemzetkozi/tse/tse_nki_lev_es_nappalieloadas_menedekjog_08-09-1.pdf 

http://www.mfiorg.hu/kf_fuzet.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/magyarorszag/press_room/press_releases/20120907_literacy_valsag_hu.htm 

http://www.vg.hu/kozelet/tarsadalom/sereghajtok-vagyunk-felnottkepzesben-324630 

http://tanmester.tanarkepzo.hu/muveltseg 

http://www.tarki.hu/hu/research/hm/monitor2012_teljes.pdf 
 

[1]http://hu.shvoong.com/social-sciences/1717614-t%C3%A1rsadalom-fogalma-deffin%C3%ADci%C3%B3ja/ 

–12/04/2013 
 

[2]http://hu.shvoong.com/social-sciences/1717614-t%C3%A1rsadalom-fogalma-deffin%C3%ADci%C3%B3ja/ 

–12/04/2013 
 

[3] „Building a Sustainable Society”. 
 

[4]http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html – 12/04/2013 
 

[5]http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html – 12/04/2013 
 

https://www.deloitte.com/assets/Dcom-Hungary/Local%20Assets/Documents/Attachments%202010/R&D%20survey%202011/R&D_brochure_Hungary_final.pdf
https://www.deloitte.com/assets/Dcom-Hungary/Local%20Assets/Documents/Attachments%202010/R&D%20survey%202011/R&D_brochure_Hungary_final.pdf
https://www.deloitte.com/assets/Dcom-Hungary/Local%20Assets/Documents/Attachments%202010/R&D%20survey%202011/R&D_brochure_Hungary_final.pdf
http://hvg.hu/gazdasag/20110128_vilaggazdasagi_forum_globalis_kockazatok
http://kitekinto.hu/kelet-azsia/2009/06/19/gazdasagi_oriasok_szovetsege/#.UqTn-fTuLfI
http://szamvarazs.blogspot.hu/2012/12/gdp-erdekessegek.html
http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html
http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_kozott.158539.html
http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_kozott.158539.html
http://www.skik.hu/upload/skik/sg/201310/29.html
http://www.mfiorg.hu/kf_fuzet.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/magyarorszag/press_room/press_releases/20120907_literacy_valsag_hu.htm
http://www.vg.hu/kozelet/tarsadalom/sereghajtok-vagyunk-felnottkepzesben-324630
http://tanmester.tanarkepzo.hu/muveltseg
http://hu.shvoong.com/social-sciences/1717614-t%C3%A1rsadalom-fogalma-deffin%C3%ADci%C3%B3ja/
http://hu.shvoong.com/social-sciences/1717614-t%C3%A1rsadalom-fogalma-deffin%C3%ADci%C3%B3ja/
http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html
http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html


   

 94  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

[6]http://www.unesco.hu/termeszettudomany/fenntarthato-fejlodesre/fenntarthato-fejlodes-091214 – 12/04/2013 
 

[7]http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html – 12/04/2013 
 

[8]http://kornyezetvaltozas.lapunk.hu/?modul=oldal&tartalom=1085614 – 12/04/2013 
 

[9]http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc – 12/04/2013 
 

[10]http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/megujulo/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes.ht

ml – 12/04/2013 
 

[11]http://www.unesco.hu/termeszettudomany/fenntarthato-fejlodesre/fenntarthato-fejlodes-091214 – 

12/04/2013 
 

[12] http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc – 12/04/2013 
 

[13]http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc – 12/04/2013 
 

[14]The ecological footprint is a measure of human demand on the Earth's ecosystems. It is a standardized 

measure of demand for natural capital that may be contrasted with the planet's ecological capacity to regenerate. 

It represents the amount of biologically productive land and sea area necessary to supply the resources a 

human population consumes, and to assimilate associated waste. 
 

[15]http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc – 12/04/2013 
 

[16]Andorka, R.: Gyermekszám a fejlett országokban. –

  users.atw.hu/deszocpol/demografia/AndorkaRudolf.doc – 24/09/2012 
 

[17] Tárkányi, Á. 2008. 
 

[18]http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu – 

26/09/2012 
 

[19]http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html – 10/25/2012 
 

[20]http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html – 10/25/2012 
 

[21]Faragó T. 2011. 
 

[22] Patkós Cs. 2011. 
 

[23] http://hu.shvoong.com/exact-sciences/1897540-%C3%A9hez%C3%A9s-%C3%A9s-

t%C3%BAlfogyaszt%C3%A1s-f%C3%B6ld%C3%B6n/ – 20/12/2012 

http://www.unesco.hu/termeszettudomany/fenntarthato-fejlodesre/fenntarthato-fejlodes-091214
http://www.ff3.hu/fejlodes.html
http://kornyezetvaltozas.lapunk.hu/?modul=oldal&tartalom=1085614
http://weblaboratorium.hu/kornyezetvedelem/korny_termved/3.doc
http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/megujulo/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes.html
http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/megujulo/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes/Fenntarthato%20fejlodes.html
http://www.unesco.hu/termeszettudomany/fenntarthato-fejlodesre/fenntarthato-fejlodes-091214
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Population_statistics_at_regional_level/hu
http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html
http://www.ksh.hu/szamlap/eletunk_nep.html


   

 95  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

 

[24]http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Ehezes_es_tulfogyasztas_a_Foldon-102633– 

20/12/2012 
 

[25]http://www.webbeteg.hu/cikkek/emesztorendszer/2262/az-ehezes-koros-es-karos-kovetkezmenyeirol – 

21/12/2012. 
 

[26]http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/global/fogyasztas1.htm) – 21/12/2012 
 

[27]http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/331.html – 21/12/2012 
 

[28] http://www.portfolio.hu/gazdasag/igy_elnek_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdagok_magyarorszagon.192096.html – 

21/12/2012 
 

[29]http://hvg.hu/gazdasag/20110128_vilaggazdasagi_forum_globalis_kockazatok – 12/01/2013 
 

[30]http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html – 12/01/2013 
 

[31]http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html – 12/01/2013 
 

[32] http://users.atw.hu/heller-sos/dokumentumok/elso/20060307/foci_jegyzet_mehet.doc – 12/01/13 
 

[33] http://users.atw.hu/heller-sos/dokumentumok/elso/20060307/foci_jegyzet_mehet.doc – 12/01/13 
 

[34] http://users.atw.hu/heller-sos/dokumentumok/elso/20060307/foci_jegyzet_mehet.doc – 12/01/13 
 

[35] 

http://www.portfolio.hu/befektetesi_alapok/ongondoskodas/hatalmas_lyuk_tatong_a_szegenyek_es_a_gazdago

k_kozott.158539.html – 12/01/2013 
 

[36]http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/htmls/cikkek.html?articleID=28 – 02/10/2013 
 

[37] http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 
 

[38] http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 
 

[39]http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 
 

[40]http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 
 

[41]http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533 – 02/10/2013 

http://www.mozaweb.hu/Lecke-Foldrajz-Foldrajz_10-Ehezes_es_tulfogyasztas_a_Foldon-102633
http://www.webbeteg.hu/cikkek/emesztorendszer/2262/az-ehezes-koros-es-karos-kovetkezmenyeirol
http://www.nyf.hu/others/html/kornyezettud/global/fogyasztas1.htm
http://mek.oszk.hu/02100/02185/html/331.html
http://hvg.hu/gazdasag/20110128_vilaggazdasagi_forum_globalis_kockazatok
http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html
http://tamop412a.ttk.pte.hu/files/foldrajz2/ch04s02.html
http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/htmls/cikkek.html?articleID=28
http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533
http://foglalkoztatas.blog.hu/2013/08/15/migracio_es_foglalkoztatas_533


   

 96  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

 

[42]http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 
 

[43]http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf – 02/10/2013 
 

[44]http://kitekinto.hu/latin-amerika/2013/01/27/latin-amerika_uj_migracios_trendek/#.Uqg9qOUZBBk– 

02/10/2013 
 

[45] http://kitekinto.hu/global/2011/08/19/uj_nepvandorlas_az_eghajlati_menekultek/#.Uqg81eUZBBk – 

02/10/2013 
 

[46] Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2008 Revision, United Nations, Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs, Population Division, 2009. 11. p. 

http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/migration/UN_MigStock_2008.pdf – 12/02/2013 
 

[47] The World Migration Report 2010: International Organization of Migration. 185. p. 

http://www.jcp.ge/iom/pdf/WMR_2010_ENGLISH.pdf – 12/02/2013 
 

[48]http://www.bruxinfo.hu/cikk/20110405-penzt-es-szolidaritast-ker-az-eu-a-menekultek-kezelesehez.html – 

12/02/2013 
 

[49]http://ec.europa.eu/news/justice/110506_hu.htm – 12/02/2013 
 

[50] The World Migration Report 2010: International Organization of Migration. 149. p. 

http://www.jcp.ge/iom/pdf/WMR_2010_ENGLISH.pdf – 12/02/2013 
 

[51]World Bank, 2011 
 

[52]http://www.un.org/esa/population/unpop.htm – 12/02/2013 
 

[53] Adatok forrása: The World Migration Report 2010: International Organization of Migration. 

 http://www.jcp.ge/iom/pdf/WMR_2010_ENGLISH.pdf 
 

[54]http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolis – 02/22/2013 
 

[55] RECLUS (Groupement d'Intérêt Public RECLUS), Les villes Européennes. Rapport pour la DATAR. La 

documentation française. DATAR, Paris, 1989 
 

[56]http://www.mfiorg.hu/kf_fuzet.pdf – 22/05/2013 
 

[57]http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-2011-en.pdf – 03/23/2013 
 

http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
http://www.ittvagyunk.eu/application/essay/133_1.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/publications/migration/UN_MigStock_2008.pdf
http://www.jcp.ge/iom/pdf/WMR_2010_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.bruxinfo.hu/cikk/20110405-penzt-es-szolidaritast-ker-az-eu-a-menekultek-kezelesehez.html
http://ec.europa.eu/news/justice/110506_hu.htm
http://www.jcp.ge/iom/pdf/WMR_2010_ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/population/unpop.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolis
http://www.mfiorg.hu/kf_fuzet.pdf%20–%2022/05/2013
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Documents/isced-2011-en.pdf%20–%2003/23/2013


   

 97  
Created by XMLmind XSL-FO Converter. 

[58] http://ec.europa.eu/magyarorszag/press_room/press_releases/20120907_literacy_valsag_hu.htm – 

23/03/2013 
 

[59] The source of the part of chapter: Medgyesi, M. 2009. 
 

[60] http://www.vg.hu/kozelet/tarsadalom/sereghajtok-vagyunk-felnottkepzesben-324630 – 23/03/2013 
 

[61]Source: http://tanmester.tanarkepzo.hu/muveltseg  – 22/04/2013 
 

[62] The sub-secition was made according to studies of András Trócsányi (1998, 2010). 
 

[63] The sub-section was made according to the studies of György Enyedi (2002, 2005). 
 

[64]Source: 

http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_civiliz%C3%A1ci%C3%B3k_%C3%B6sszecsap%C3%A1sa_%C3%A9s_a_vil

%C3%A1grend_%C3%A1talakul%C3%A1sa – 09/09/2010 

Index 

http://tanmester.tanarkepzo.hu/muveltseg%20%20–%2022/04/2013
http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_civiliz%C3%A1ci%C3%B3k_%C3%B6sszecsap%C3%A1sa_%C3%A9s_a_vil%C3%A1grend_%C3%A1talakul%C3%A1sa
http://hu.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_civiliz%C3%A1ci%C3%B3k_%C3%B6sszecsap%C3%A1sa_%C3%A9s_a_vil%C3%A1grend_%C3%A1talakul%C3%A1sa

