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Non-state actors 
 
Actors of the international community who 
’operate at an international level and are 
potentially relevant to international 
relations’ 

 
Global governance 
 
Globalization, communication revolution 
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Defining terrorism 
 
No universally accepted definition 
 
Referring to acts of terrorism 
 
Objective elements of the definition: the 

conduct, the nature and the victims of terrorist 
acts. 

 
Subjective element of terrorism: the purpose of 

the terrorist organizations 
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New terrorism 
 
Surfaced in the 21st century 
Terrorism has become global 
New structure 
Changes in communication 
Shift in target and victims  
Acquiring weapons of mass destruction 
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Weapons of mass destruction 
 
Biological and chemical weapons: easier to 

acquire 
 - Tokyo subway attack 
 (Aum Shinrikyo) 
 

Nuclear weapons 
 - Obtaining from the black market 
 - Assembling, storing and transporting one is 

dificult 
 

Possibility: dirty bombs 
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International rules I. 
 
 Facing a 21st century warfare with 20th century 

rules  
 
National regulation 
Regional treaties 
Universal conventions (13) 
Draft Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism 
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International rules II. 
 
 General Assembly 

Resolution 3034. 
 
Security Council 

Resolution 1373. 
Resolution 1540. 
Resolution 1624. 
 

International humanitarian law 
International customary law 
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Conclusion  

 

Changes in the 21st century 

Globalization and information technology 

Extensive system of legal norms: but no 
universal international treaty definining 
terrorism and giving clear and effective 
guidelines 

Extended network of rules, efforts and 
programs needed 
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Thank you for your attention! 


