
 I./5. : Anatomy of the oral cavity, pharynx

I./5.1.: The Oral Cavity
The lips and cheeks are composed mainly of the bulk of the
orbicularis oris muscle supplied by the facial nerve. The vermilion is
red due to a thin squamous epithelial covering. The parotid duct
opens opposite the upper second molar.

The teeth are supported by the mandibular alveolar ridge inferiorly
and the maxillary alveolar ridge superiorly. The area between the
upper and lower posterior molars is known as the retromolar trigone.

The palate is made up of the bone of the hard palate anteriorly and the
highly muscular soft palate posteriorly. The soft palate can be raised
to seal the naso- pharynx from the oral cavity and oropharynx.

The floor of the mouth between the tongue and the teeth contains the
sublingual and part of the submandibular salivary glands. The
submandibular ducts open anteriorly on either side of the lingual
frenulum.

The tongue is a mobile muscular organ. The anterior two thirds can be
moved, while the base is fixed.

The chorda tympani supplies taste to the anterior two thirds of the
tongue, while the glossopharyngeal nerve supplies the posterior one
third.

I./5.2.: The Pharynx
The pharynx is divided into three parts:

nasopharynx, oropharynx and hypopharynx.

The nasopharynx opens anteriorly into the nose via the posterior
choanae. Superiorly, the adenoid lies on the mucosa of the roof of the
nasopharynx. Laterally, the opening of the cartilaginous Eustachian
tube occupies a region anterior to recess called the fossa of
Rosenmüller.

The oropharynx communicates anteriorly with the oral cavity. The
pharyngeal tonsil within its capsule lies on the mucosa on the lateral
wall of the oral cavity.

The hypopharynx opens anteriorly into the introitus of the larynx. The
epiglottis is attached to the base of the tongue by two lateral and one
midline frenulum. These produce two valleculae on either side.
Below the valleculae is the laryngeal surface of the epiglottis. Below
this is the opening of the glottis medially, and laterally there is a space
called the piriform sinus between the aryepiglottic folds and the
thyroid cartilage. More inferiorly are the muscles of the cricoid
lamina, and below this the opening of the esophagus.


