
Preface 

During the past few years, there have been many requests that the 
monograph "Protein and Amino Acid Requirements of Mammals"* be 
brought up to date and expanded in scope. Moreover, fellow investi-
gators have indicated that there is need for a collection in one volume 
of rather detailed presentations describing the current state of knowledge 
concerning this aspect of nutrition. This volume aims to fill that need. 

The unprecedented research activity in this field and in related 
areas during the past decade has resulted in a gradually increasing 
limitation of space in the periodical literature which can be allotted to 
review, reflections, and speculations on the broad significance of experi-
mental findings. These publication restrictions tend to retard the con-
tinuity of scientific thought and progress. One solution to the problem 
appears to be the use of media which can provide qualified investigators 
ample space and freedom to express themselves fully in the area of their 
major cognizance. 

Although all segments of human communication are currently beset 
by difficulties of orderly and accurate transmission of facts, the field of 
nutrition falls prey to some unique hazards. The most serious of these 
results from the vast number of reports dealing with nutritional matters 
which appear almost daily in the lay literature. No one will deny the 
value of public education in this most vital of subjects. Competition for 
space and readers, however, tends to lead to the dramatization of certain 
scientific reports at the expense of accuracy. Although such accounts 
of scientific observations in the public press can be condoned somewhat 
by the expediency of the circumstances, the increasing appearance of 
these articles in the professional literature is to be deplored and con-
stitutes a disservice to the science of nutrition, particularly when the 
editorial responsibility is cloaked with authoritarian anonymity. 

The Editor wishes to acknowledge with deep appreciation and thanks 
the generous collaboration of the individual contributors which has made 
this volume possible. He feels particularly indebted to his colleague and 
mentor for more than a decade, Dr. Reginald A. Higgons, for his 
assistance in many of the editorial and reviewing tasks connected with 
this publication. Acknowledgment is also due Mrs. Muriel E. Rosenquest 
and Miss Louise A. Orto, for their valuable help and industry in proof-

* Edited by Anthony A. Albanese, Academic Press, Inc., 1950. 
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reading and indexing, and Miss Gloria T. Greco for her assistance in 
the library research portion of this eflfort. Last, but not least, the en-
couraging and gracious guidance of the Editorial and Production StaflEs 
of the Academic Press is recognized with many thanks. 

ANTHONY A. ALBANESE 
Greenwich, Connecticut 
June, 1959 


