
Session V 

PHYSIOLOGICAL, CHEMICAL, AND GENETIC VIEWPOINTS 

I N T R O D U C T O R Y R E M A R K S 

R. K. CANNAN, Moderator 

I have been noticing in the last few days that my predecessors have 
been acquiescent in the title of moderator. To my physical-chemical 
mind, moderator suggests nothing more than an inert body, a sort of 
neutral substance that is introduced into a highly reactive system to 
break the chain reactions and prevent any explosions. 

I haven't seen any explosive episodes to date, and anticipate none 
today, so I don't believe there is going to be anything to moderate. 

I am told that this is the integrative session of the symposium. I am 
reluctant to refer to the speakers this morning as "integrators," perhaps 
because I am afraid they will not be merely content to add, but may be 
inclined to multiply. And I think you will agree that three speakers on 
a Saturday morning is sufficient. 

I am going to find another title for them, which I borrowed from 
A. N. Whitehead, who once said there were two ways for the purification 
of ideas. One is by dispassionate observation—but because observation 
is necessarily selective, it must be followed by courageous abstraction. 
Only by abstraction can one find the place of concrete observation in the 
scheme of things. 

And I take it that our job now is to try to find out, as far as we may, 
the place of the concrete observations that we have been analyzing 
these last few days—their place in the scheme of things. 

So I propose to introduce the three speakers of the day as purifiers 
of our ideas. 

Dr. Mitchell is going to purify us genotypically. Dr. Sevag will 
purify us phenotypically, and, as for Dr. Gerard, I guess he will just 
purify us typically. 

I will offer the speakers only one admonition in the form of a line 
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Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote to a friend: "Mans chief end is to frame 
general propositions and general propositions are not worth a damn." 

I think we will move more smoothly through the program if we allow 
the speakers to follow each other, without interruption, and reserve 
discussion until the end. 




