
Preface 

T he 1961 Neut ron Physics Symposium, sponsored by Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Inst i tute and the American Nuclear Society, b rought 
together many of those who are active today in neut ron physics 
research. T he prepared addresses, collected here in full , const i tute 
a review and a summary of recent results in this field; port ions 
of the discussion st imulated by these papers are included here. 
At tendance at the meet ing was by open invitation to interested 
technical people; the announcement was pr imari ly th rough A N S 
channels. T he papers on the program were presented by invi tat ion; 
the number of speakers was l imited by the t ime available for the 
meeting. 

T he scope of the technical discussion was intended to include key 
areas of research in neut ron and reactor physics while recognizing 
that the present breadth of the field virtually precludes the possibil i ty 
of complete coverage in one symposium. T he remarks of Dr. 
H . Hurwi tz extended the discussion to the general area of energy 
sources, surveying the fusion problem. T he papers here presented, 
i n most cases originally t ranscr ibed from tape recordings, have been 
reviewed by the authors. T h ey were encouraged to correct rather 
than rewrite the manuscr ip ts which they received; the result is a 
generally informal style which I believe is more readable than usual 
textbook or periodical prose. 

T he idea for the symposium was st imulated by the imminent 
dedication at RPI of one of the country 's major facilities for neut ron 
physics research. Th is l inear accelerator project, described in one 
of the present papers, is suppor ted by the Atomic Energy Com-
mission. I n addit ion to expressing our appreciat ion of this support, 
we wish to acknowledge our debt of grat i tude to the personnel of 
the Reactor Development Branch and the New York Operat ions 
Office; their difficul t and often thankless administrat ive role is vital 
to progress in this field of technical development. T he symposium 
was arranged by a commit tee consisting of E. R. Gaer t tner 
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(Chairman), P. B. Daitch, R. Ehrl ich, Norman Francis, Henry 
Hurwi tz, and V. L . Parsegian. Chai rmen of the formal sessions 
were R. Ehrl ich, M . L . Yeater, and Ira F. Zar tman. Tape recordings 
of the talks were reviewed by D. B. Ebeoglu, M . J. Ohanian, and 
C. R. Pierce. We are indebted to H. C. Matt ice and to the publ ic 
relations office of the Inst i tute for working out the mechanics of the 
meeting. 

Troy, New York 
April, 1962 
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