
Foreword 

One of the stimulating developments in soil biology in recent years has been 
the general recognition that the soil cannot be studied solely from a chemical, 
microbiological, botanical or zoological stand-point. The ever-changing 
pattern of processes going on in the soil is made up of elements from many 
disciplines, inextricably interwoven, which must be synthesized, not studied in 
isolation. Unless this is constantly borne in mind, the scientific understanding 
of the soil will cease to advance and will stagnate, just as many of the complex 
biological processes in the soil are inhibited if one essential component is 
missing. 

The aim of this book is to bring together the microbiological, botanical and 
zoological aspects of soil biology in a way that provides information and ideas 
for the specialist in his own and related fields. To achieve this, leading 
specialists were invited to contribute critical reviews and assessments of their 
particular branches of soil biology, paying particular attention to functional 
aspects and biotic inter-relationships whenever possible. Because soil biology 
covers such wide and diverse fields of study it is not surprising that there are 
wide differences in the amount of space devoted to the different topics and 
organisms dealt with in this book. We believe that this reflects the present 
state of research interests, for there are many research workers in some fields 
and few in others, and topics studied in detail in some taxonomic groups have 
been neglected in others. If this very unevenness induces soil biologists to 
develop research in hitherto neglected fields, it will be an excellent thing. 

The idea of producing this book originated with Mr J. B. Cragg, of the 
Nature Conservancy, Merlewood Research Station, Lanes., who began much 
of the early planning. When he found it necessary to cease taking part in 
active editorial work he first enlisted one of us (A. B.) to be responsible for the 
botanical and microbiological chapters and then asked the other (F. R.) to be 
responsible for the zoological chapters. We have pleasure in recording our 
indebtedness to Mr Cragg for his part in initiating the book, to the authors of 
the various chapters, and to the publishers for their efficiency and for-
bearance. 
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