
Preface 

The last three or four decades have witnessed most impressive advances 
in biochemistry and related fields. These have led to greatly increased 
understanding of the details of intracellular molecular interactions. Many 
biochemical laboratories today display large metabolic maps, obviously 
prepared with great care, that depict a maze of enzymic reactions which 
are presumably concerned with the maintenance of processes that are 
involved in the life of the cell. The realization that effective control of 
some of these reaction mechanisms may also control cell function and 
cell growth makes the subject of metabolic inhibition of the greatest 
significance, and underlines not only its theoretical but also its practical 
value. Volumes I and II of "Metabolic Inhibitors" have been produced 
in order to document, in a comprehensive fashion, all the major advances 
which the judicious use of inhibitors has so far made possible. This has 
been accomplished at, what seems to the Editors, a crucial time in the 
development of the field of metabolic inhibition, for there is little doubt 
that the practical importance of the use of inhibitors in the control of 
disease is now a subject of wide and searching examination throughout 
the world. 

"Metabolic Inhibitors" had been intended, at the outset, to be a 
one-volume treatise. As the subject was explored in its widest sense it 
became clear that, in order to provide the reader with a truly compre
hensive work, at least two volumes would be necessary. The subject 
matter covered in these volumes involves so many aspects of biological 
research that only a group of highly experienced investigators can prepare 
truly critical and authoritative presentations. The most heartfelt thanks 
of the Editors go to the 5 2 authors who gave so much of their time, 
energy, and knowledge toward the preparation of these volumes. 

The production of "Metabolic Inhibitors" was subject to the usual 
strains and delaying influences that are commonly encountered in multi-
author books. Nevertheless, the authors had the opportunity to bring 
their contributions up to date at several stages in the production of these 
volumes and most authors took advantage of this opportunity. Thus, the 
Editors feel confident that both Volumes I and II are reasonably up to 
date and trust that they will fill a definite need in the field of metabolic 
inhibition for research workers, teachers, and graduate students. 

Last, but by no means least, it remains for us to express our thanks, 
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collectively, to the many publishers and authors for their kind permissions 
to reproduce some of their illustrations, to Academic Press for the ex
cellent spirit of cooperation which prevailed throughout the production 
phase of these volumes, and to Dr. R . M . Johnstone for a truly fine effort 
in the preparation of the subject index. 
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