
Preface 

When, more than five years ago, the preparation of a comprehensive 
treatise on the hormones was begun, it was realized that the extreme 
breadth of the subject constituted a serious drawback. Few workers 
can find time to consult the literature outside of their own special field, 
and, as a result, the knowledge of hormones and their action has been 
unavoidably segregated into little self-contained areas. In part, these 
areas are delineated by the organisms studied. However, for mammals, 
the whole gigantic development of the science of Endocrinology has led, at 
least in recent years, in the direction of unification. In this tendency, 
the several hormones of the pituitary have played a special part. For 
the "lower" organisms, or at any rate those other than mammals, such a 
unification is'less easily realized. 

It is for this reason that many workers have felt that the chapters of 
The Hormones (vol. I, 1948) dealing with the hormones of plants and 
invertebrates should be separately available. These topics have not'been 
incorporated into Endocrinology proper, and remain the province of 
workers in somewhat separated fields. The publishers have therefore 
collaborated with the authors to present these chapters as a separate 
unit from the rest of the treatise. Opportunity has been taken to bring 
the material more or less up to date, either by additions to the text, or by 
the inclusion of supplementary bibliographies. 

The quantity of new literature appearing in the three years since 
publication of the treatise is remarkable, and attests to the vigor of 
research in these fields. However, these supplements should postpone 
for an appreciable time the necessity of rewriting the chapters completely 
to bring them into line with more recent developments. 

Although this separate publication will make the material on the hor-
mone relations of plants, insects and Crustacea more readily available to 
workers in these branches of biology, it is hoped that it will not appreciably 
retard the interrelationship and cross-fertilization between these fields and 
mammalian Endocrinology. The unity of Biology as a whole, in spite of 
its diversity of material, remains a goal which, it is believed, the study of 
hormones has brought appreciably nearer. 

KENNETH V. THIMANN 

September, 1951 

v 


